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IFLA Europe Yearbook foreword 
 
This year, IFLA Europe was invited by the Landscape Institute to London for the annual Gener-
al Assembly. The holding of our General Assembly has adopted an interesting formula for several 
years. It takes place in various member countries and is usually enriched by an open conference 
preceding the subsequent deliberations of delegates. What’s more, the whole event combines 
a common theme expressing the specifics of the meeting place .This year the topic was Valuing 
Landscape - connecting people, place and nature. It was developed and presented from the per-
spective of the member countries during the Pecha Kucha session. Itwas additionally reflected in  
the IFLA Europe Exhibition of Landscape Architecture Projects in Europe which presented exem-
plar projects from 24 member countries designed by landscape architects. We note the absence 
of some member associations and wish for a full complement in the coming years. It is our forum 
and we should be present.

When it comes to Valuing Landscapes, it appears as a living topic which encompasses all the cur-
rent opportunities and difficulties together with many contentious issues and frequently with 
hidden surprises. Over time, the perception of space and its values   changes. These changes can 
be extreme due to a change in the way of life and a different approach to the use of space. We 
are currently witnessing a reevaluation that seems to be occuring at an accelerated pace and no 
doubt the result of the processes initiated by subsequent industrial revolutions. The aspirations, 
momentum and scale of the industrial revolution and other major social and political upheavals 
prompted a reevaluation of the landscape (places, areas, localities) and the resources of the land-
scape may thus be said to be continually reassessed. In contrast, for instance, to the development 
of the urban / industrial landscape, our interest, perhaps subconsciously is directed on the rich-
ness of natural and cultural diversity. 

In the projects herein, reference to the values   of the place, searching for and reading natural 
sources and historical genius loci is prevalent in the topics presented. This ‘leaning’manifests it-
self both in narrative visual content woven into space in tandem with designed natural connec-
tions supporting natural ecosystems by connecting them into blue-green networks. We see a ho-
listic approach which is most appropriate for our profession of landscape architecture. It depicts 
a design style that becomes not only a sign of our time but a necessity in order to heal our plac-
es, localities and the planet.

We  are very pleased to present the voice of IFLA Europe member organisations and we hope it 
will be found as source of information and inspiration.

Tony Williams                                                                                                                          Urszula Forczek-Brataniec
IFLA Europe President                                                                                                   IFLA Europe Secretary General
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List of IFLA Europe Effective Members

Austria
Österreichische Gesellschaft für Land-
schaftsplanung und Landschaftsarchitektur 
(ÖGLA) - Austrian Society for Landscape 
Planning and Landscape Architecture

Belgium
Belgische Vereniging Voor Tuinarchitecten En 
Landschapsarchitecten/Association belge des 
Architectes de Jardins et des Architectes Pay-
sagistes – Belgian Association of Garden and 
Landscape Architects (B.V.T.L.- A.B.A.J.P.) 

Bulgaria
СЪЮЗ НА ЛАНДШАФТНИТЕ АРХИТЕКТИ (СЛА) 
- Union of Landscape Architects of Bulgaria 
(ULAB) 

Croatia
Hrvatsko Drustvo krajobraznih arhitekata 
(HDKA) - Croatian Association of Landscape 
Architects (CALA)

Czech Republic
Společnost pro zahradni a krajinarskou tvor-
bu (SZKT) - Czech Association for Landscape 
Architecture, section of the Landscape and 
Garden Society (CZALA) 

Denmark
Danske Landskabsarkitetker (DL) - Associa-
tion of Danish Landscape Architects 

Estonia
Eesti Maastikuarhitektide Liit (EMAL) - Esto-
nian Landscape Architects’ Union (ELAU)

Finland
Suomen maisema-arkkitehtiliitto ry (MARK) - 
Association of Finnish Landscape Architects

France
Fédération Française du Paysage (FFP) – 
French Landscape Federation 

Germany
Bundesarchitektenkammer (BAK) – German 
Chamber of Architects

Greece
Πανελλήνιος Σύλλογος Αρχιτεκτόνων Τοπίου 
(ΠΣΑΤ) - Panhellenic Association of Land-
scape Architects (PHALA)

Hungary
Magyar Tajepitszek Szövetsege - Hungarian 
Association of Landscape Architects (HALA)

Iceland
Felag Islenskra Landslagsarkitekta (FILA)  
– Association of Icelandic Landscape Architects

Ireland
Irish Landscape Institute (ILI)

Israel
 The Israeli - ףונ ילכירדאל ילארשיה דוגיאה
Association of Landscape Architects (ISALA)

Italy
Associazione Italiana di Architettura del 
Paesaggio (AIAPP) – Italian Association of 
Landscape Architecture

Latvia
Latvijas Ainavu arhitektu asociacija (LAAA) - 
Latvian Association of Landscape Architecture

Lithuania
Lietuvos Krastovaizdzio Architektu Sajunga 
(LKAS) - Lithuanian Association of Landscape 
Architects (LALA)
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Luxembourg
Association Luxembourgeoise des Architect-
es Paysagistes (ALAP) - Luxembourg Associa-
tion of Landscape Architects

Netherlands
Nederlandse Vereniging voor Tuin en Land-
schapsarchitektuur (NVTL) – Netherlands 
Association for Garden and Landscape 
Architecture

Norway
Norske Landskapsarkitekters Forening - Norwe-
gian Landscape Architects Association (NLA)

Poland
Stowarzyszenie Architektury Krajobrazu 
(SAK) - Landscape Architecture Association

Portugal
Associação Portuguesa dos Arquitetos 
Paisagistas (APAP) – Portuguese Associaton 
of Landscape Architects

Romania
Asociatia Peisagistilor Din Romania (ASOP) - 
Romanian Landscape Architects Association

Russia
Ассоциация ландшафтных архитекторов 
России (AЛАРОС)- Association of Landscape 
Architects of Russia

Serbia
Urdruzenje pejzaznih arhitekata Srbije 
(UPAS) - Serbian Association of Landscape 
Architects

Slovakia
Spolok architektov Slovenska (SAS)- Slovak 
Architects Society

Slovenia
Društvo krajinskih arhitektov Slovenije 
(DKAS) – Slovenian Association of Landscape 
Architects

Spain
Asociación Española de Paisajistas (AEP) - 
Spanish Association of Landscape Architects

Sweden
Sveriges Arkitekter (SA) - Swedish Associa-
tion of Architects

Switzerland
Bund Schweizer Landschaftsarchitekten 
(BSLA) – Swiss Association of Landscape 
Architects

Turkey
Peyzaj Mimarlari Odasi - Turkish Chamber of 
Landscape Architects (CTLA)

Ukraine
Guild of Landscape Architects of Ukraine 
(GLAU)

United Kingdom
The Landscape Institute (LI)
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Hrvatsko Drustvo krajobraznih arhitekata (HDKA)  
– Croatian Association of Landscape Architects (CALA)
Darija Perkovic, MLA, IFLA EUROPE Delegate
VALUING LANDSAPE: Connecting people, place and nature

CROATIA

Narration, Genius loci, atmosphere and emo-
tions are characteristics of valuable land-
scapes, which connect people, the places we 
create and the environment we inhabit. Now-
adays, when our impact on environment is 
stronger than ever, creating valuable connect-
ing landscapes is the question of sustainable 
development and, very likely, the question of 
our survival as well. With so many landscape 
interventions and changes going on in our sur-
roundings, questions „Are they good, bad, nec-
essary, useful…? “ frequently pop up. 

Measuring and demonstrating the benefits 
of landscape interventions will be of crucial 
importance in the years ahead. This report pre-
sents comprehensive and aplicable method 
which could be useful in valuing landscapes. It 
is based on two-way valuing landscape, ex-an-
te (before intervention) and ex-post (after in-
tervention). The aim is to mathematically and 
undoubtedly prove benefits (value after inter-
vention higher then value before). Three cate-
gories are evaluated: the greatest value (con-
nection people-place-nature), measure of the 
most important attributes (basic: safe, scenic, 
meaningful and abstract: narraion, genius loci, 
atmosphere, emotion) and demonstration po-
tentials/achievements (prevision: projections 
and visions, personal feelings: experiences 
and impressions, observation: other people’s 
behavior and relationship, public: transfer of 
knowledge and promotion).

The intention was to test the method 
through different landscape types with differ-
ent importance and character. Valuing meth-
od was applied to six different landscapes, lo-
cated in Slavonija, Croatian eastern region: 
sad place (baroque fortress Stara Gradiš-
ka), fairytale place (suburban Villa Brlićevac, 
Slavonski Brod), artistic place (Park of the Pe-
jačević castle, Našice), childhood place (estate 
Field Luka, Rastušje), combat place (medieval 
fortress Gračanica, Cernik) and silent place 
(medieval fortress Bijela Stijena). Results 
showed increased landscape’s value for all six 
interventions, confirming theese projects are 
good examples of protecting and/or creating 
the most valuable landscapes which strongly 
connect people, place and nature.

To create and properly value landscapes, 
knowledge acquired through education and 
established formal methods are important, 
but they are not enough. Most of all, landscape 
is feeling and experience. Everyone can not be 
a landscape architect. From the earliest child-
hood, we (experts, parents, teachers…) have to 
recognise, encourage and raise future land-
scape architects with strong emotions and 
sensibility for life, heritage and world arround 
us. Then, valuable landscapes and benefits of 
landscape interventions will be omnipresent.

Key words: landscape, valuing landscape, connecting land-

scapes, landscape interventions, sustainable development
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Společnost pro zahradni a krajinarskou tvorbu (SZKT) 
– Czech Association for Landscape Architecture, 

Section of the Landscape and Garden Society (CZALA)
Eva Jenikova, IFLA Europe Delegate

Valuing Landscape: Connecting people, place and nature

CZECH REPUBLIC

The main issue of Czech landscape is the 
non-holistic perspective of its perception, cre-
ation, maintenance.
Due to the dispossession in 1948, land own-
ership shifted from private small-scale fields 
to great co-operative land blocks. In last dec-
ades, the scale has risen again – making our 
agricultural units largest in Europe!
Problems of huge fields lacking (bio)diversi-
ty and water retention capacity - therefore 
prone to erosion - are multiplied by technical 
approach in agriculture and escalated by the 
climate change.
Czech Republic has no large rivers or natural 
reservoirs, but there used to be water springs, 
wet meadows, streams. Strong water manage-
ment plays vital role. However, current land-
scape structure is the contrary – disrupted 
small hydrology cycles, water driven away – 
resulting in either floods or droughts.
Key solution is perception of the landscape as 
a complex multilayer organism.
Nowadays landscape structure results from 
its historical development, but changes can be 
stimulated through management. Legislatively 
Czech Republic has several tools to manage the 
landscape - all of them however lacking com-
plex, holistic concept.
Recently a new tool - Spatial Landscape Study 
(analytical material for larger areas) – demon-
strates an opportunity to integrate landscape 
architecture into planning process.

A case study document – the “Spatial Land-
scape Study of Blovice area” (by Klara Salz-
mann et al.), presents a methodology per-
ceiving the landscape as tissue, comprising 
of layers and interconnected by vegetation 
(green infrastructure) – the water landscape, 
network of communications, and close-to-na-
ture biotopes dividing the land blocks. 
The study outcome is definition of problem 
areas, revealing the collision of spatial plans 
with holistic landscape approach, and propos-
ing particular changes in Spatial Plans of mu-
nicipalities in regard. The study provides basis 
for detailed small-scale projects.
Implementation of proposed changes in land-
scape infrastructure requires minimal claim 
of land and minor changes in land use. The 
positive transformation however depends 
on enlightened municipal politics and bot-
tom-up pressure.

CZALA – Czech Association of Landscape Architecture (sec-

tion of Czech Garden and Landscape Society) Eva Jeníková

(maps and photographs credits: Klara Salzmann)
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Estonian National museum was built in 2016 
on a territory of former military airport and 
Raadi manor. The building and the surround-
ing landscape have been designed through 
that knowledge and valuing the history of 
the place. The design comes from the air-
plane runway motive. The museum connects 
not only Estonians but also other nations 
from Ural area - plenty of nations that do not 
have an independent country  - there is a spe-
cial exhibition “Ural Echoes”. 

The museum was built in the outskirts of 
Tartu city and the problem of distance arose. 

To connect people to the museum Roosi 
street was reconstructed to attract people 
walking up the hill 1,8 km to the museum. The 
street is comfortable and attractive in urban 
settings; pedestrian-light traffic is preferred. 
The distance at apparent shrinkage moves 
the museum closer to the city center, making 
it more accessible for pedestrians and bikes 
in particular.

The landscaping of the whole street has 
been resolved in the key of semi-natural 
plant communities that have developed by 
themselves over the years in the whole Raa-

ESTONIA

Photo@Berta Vosman Photo@Berta Vosman

Eesti Maastikuarhitektide Liit (EMAL)  
– Estonian Landscape Architects’ Union (ELAU)
Teele Nigola, IFLA Europe Delegate
Valuing Landscape: Estonian National Museum and Roosi street in Tartu
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di area. It is rather uncommon for locals who 
have got into habit of maintained lawns. 

The landscape architects of this project - 
KINO maastikuarhitektid - have been intro-
ducing the “weeds” design in the whole area 
surrounding the national museum and this 
way connected people to the natural princi-
ples of designing greenery.

photo credit @Arp Karm photo credit @Arp Karm

Photo@Berta Vosman

Photo@Arp Karm
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Πανελλήνιος Σύλλογος Αρχιτεκτόνων Τοπίου (ΠΣΑΤ)
– PanHellenic Association of Landscape Architects (PHALA)
Katerina Gkoltsiou, IFLA Europe Delegate and President  
of the Panhellenic Association of Landscape Architects (PHALA), Greece
Valuing Landscape: Connecting people, place and nature

The European Landscape Convention acknowl-
edges the important public role of landscape 
in the cultural, ecological, environmental and 
social fields and among each specific measure 
stress the need for awareness raising among 
the civil society, private organisations and pub-
lic authorities about the value of landscapes, 
their role and changes to them.

Two prominent projects following the above 
objectives of the E.L.C. are presented. 

The project “Developing Water Codes in the 
center of the city of Larissa, Thessaly – The 
Sculpted River” by Nella Golanda, Urban Land-
scape Sculptor, was constructed from 1992 to 
1998 and was official candidate of Greece in 

the 5th Landscape Award Session 2016-2017 of 
the Council of Europe in the context of the Eu-
ropean Landscape Convention.

The emergence of the Ancient Theatre of 
Larissa, which has been excavated in the city 
center, led N.Golanda to suggest the reconnec-
tion of the city of Larissa with the great river, 
Pinios. She tried to develop water codes, up-
land and lowland and combinations between 
plane trees and water, and generally the expe-
rience of the temporal riverside relationship of 
the city.

The project enhanced public awareness for 
the particular historical landscape of Larissa, 
educated people and especially the children 

GREECE

Fig. 01. Stavros Niarchos Park. Athens 2016. Source: Photo archive of K.Gkoltsiou
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that the landscape is a key element of individ-
ual and social well-being and that its protec-
tion, management and planning entail rights 
and responsibilities for everyone. However, the 
biggest success was that the city became the 
most beloved in Greece among its citizens, a 
number of cultural thematic events appeared 
along Pinios river and new unions for the pro-
tection of river’s history and landscape were 
created.

The second project is part of a proposed 
green network development strategy for the 
city of Edessa, in the Northern part of Greece. 
It was funded by the National Strategic Devel-
opment Framework. An innovative landscape 

strategy was proposed identifying, redesign-
ing and connecting blue and green corridors, 
parks, urban hubs and focal points of Edes-
sa. The project team was consisted from 
Dr.I.A.Tsalikidis, F.Papapetrou, M.Goutziaman-
is, Dr.D.Metaxas, Dr.M.Lionatou, A.Sidiropoulos 
and M.Karatolios.
Three types of canals were created and devot-
ed to Art & Culture, Nature and History. There-
fore, a journey promoting the cultural and ar-
tistic character of the city, introducing a new 
urban linear park which preserves the existing 
natural character of the canal and displaying 
a series of exhibition points and installations, 
was created. 

Fig. 02. Map of Larisa city, Greece

Fig. 03. The sculpted river, Post office, Larissa city, Greece Fig. 04. The Ancient Theatre, Larisa city, Greece
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Both projects are good examples of connecting 
people, nature and landscape as well as good 
practice example of cooperation among the 
designer, the local authority and the citizens. 
People value their landscape realized that after 
this project their life has been improved, envi-
ronmental restoration has been achieved and 
tourism increased.

In order to raise public awareness about Greek 
Landscapes, PHALA was celebrating the World 
Landscape Architecture Month by series of vis-
its to different sites designed or constructed 
by its Members. The program is under the title: 
Landscape Architects will guide you.

Fig. 05. Map of Edessa city, Macedonia, Greece

Fig. 08. Visits open to the public, Edessa, April 2018
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Felag Islenskra Landslagsarkitekta (FILA) 
– Association of Icelandic Landscape Architects

Björk Guðmundsdóttir, IFLA Europe Delegate
Valuing Landscape: Connecting people, place and nature

ICELAND

The tourist industry has changed our perspec-
tive to our native landscape in Iceland. It is es-
timated that in 2018 there will be over 2 million 
visitors, compared to about 300.000 in 2002. 
The last decades or so, we have been going 
through large scale changes in our society, 
now facing that our local landscape does not 
solely belongs to us,but also the rest of the world.
Being few, about 350.000 in an island of 103.000 
km² we have viewed the term „nature and land-
scape“ almost as one. In our mind, the term 

landscape was an untouched landscape, may-
be just one gravel road and hardly any peo-
ple visible for days. But since Iceland became 
a popular destination for tourists, the world 
opened up in our modern society, we have had 
to face the fact that we need to build new in-
frastructure to protect nature and administer 
the flow. Thus, our vision for traditional Icelan-
dic landscape has to be reconsider. There is an 
urge to revise our opinion what nature does 
mean. We can no longer be passive if we want 

www.landsvirkjun.is www.landsvirkjun.is

www.landsvirkjun.iswww.landsvirkjun.is
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to appraise our native landscape. To value the 
landscape,it can no longer be untouched of hu-
man footsteps, we need to invest in infrastruc-
ture and quality design that fits the local place 
to preservethe best of it. The natural landscape 
holdstreasure trovefor us designer, such as 
forms, light, colour and ambient. The opportu-
nity lays within investing into creative design 
and quality infrastructure. To develop native 
sustainability and still connects to the spirit of 
the place. Our role as Icelandic Landscape ar-
chitects ,is to seek motivation and ideas with-
in our natural environment. To find design con-
cepts that harmonises and echoes it. To look 
into heritage, modest craftsmanship, sagas 

and folk tales, to show our value for places and 
create aesthetic facilities that administrates 
but still connects and gives people access to 
the landscape without damaging it.

www.landsvirkjun.is www.landsvirkjun.is

www.landsvirkjun.is

ICELAND
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Netherlands Association for Garden 
– and Landscape Architecture (NVTL)

Niek Hazendonk, IFLA Europe Delegate
Gertjan Jobse, IFLA Europe Representative to LAE Board

Valuing Landscape: Good Green is Golden

NETHERLANDS

“Good Green is Golden” proposes a reinter-
pretation of urban green-blue networks as 
infrastructural systems where traditional 
values of public space are combined with 
green values in ecosystem services. Benefits 
of green-blue networks have always been 
present in our cities by providing the base for 
urban wellbeing, but now it is time to move 
a step further and also consider them as val-
uable quantifiable assets in our urban econ-
omies and integrate them into urban public 
space design. 

The assets of green-blue networks are re-
sources or processes that derive from natural 
ecological systems that are beneficial to the 
city and its inhabitants. These are called eco-
system services and they can be divided into 
four main service categories: regulating, provi-
sioning, cultural and supporting. 

The test case is the city of Zwolle. The study 
examined how green this city -one of the 
greenest in the Netherlands- really is, based on 
valuing the ecosystem services its public spac-
es provide.

Photo@Arcadis
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Two recent examples of “good green” design by 
landscape architects are presented: 
1. Wonderwoods (Utrecht) - Stefano Boeri and 

MVSA architects designed two buildings, 
to reinforce the natural charm of the city 
of Utrecht. Arcadis Landscape architecture 
and Urbanism is responsible for designing 
the interconnecting roof gardens.

2. Metropolitan Zuidpolder Park (Barendre-
cht) - The need for recreational space is 
pressing, and therefore the Barendrecht 
local authority has developed the Zuidpol-
der, as a metropolitan city park (170 hec-
tares)

3. The park has different functions: supply-
ing clean water, a recreational waterway, 
as well as an ecological connection. De-
sign by Arcadis Landscape architecture 
and Urbanism

Sources: 

Research by design by DE URBANISTEN (2016) commissioned by 

CRa Board of Government Advisors, PBL Netherlands Assessment 

Agency, Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment, The Neth-

erlands.

https://www.collegevanrijksadviseurs.nl/adviezen-publicaties/pub-

licatie/2016/05/31/de-urbanisten-goed-groen-is-goud-waard 

www.landsape-architects.nl

Photo@Arcadis
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PORTUGAL

Integrating landscape national policy into 
the spatial planning national programme 
for connecting people, place and nature in 
portugal.

Portuguese landscape is remarkably diverse, 
reflecting relationships between man and 
nature over history. Nevertheless, relevant 
changes are occurring due to drivers such as 
depopulation, abandonment of small family 
agriculture and small forest areas, afforesta-
tion of continuous areas with homogeneous 
species, forest fires, as well as an inadequate 
land use for urbanisation, construction, irriga-
tion and major infrastructures. 

It means that the implementation of the Ar-
chitecture and Landscape National Policy has 
an important role to provide the connection 
between people, place and nature towards a 
more resilient and sustainable territory.

The Architecture and Landscape National 
Policy was approved in 2015, ten years after 
the European Landscape Convention has been 
transposed into the Portuguese legislation. 
APAP – Associaçao Portuguesa dos Arquitec-
tos Paisagistas (Portugese Association of Land-
scape Architects) has been participating active-
ly in the whole process.

To make this implementation as effective 
as possible, the national policy has been inte-

Photo@Rosario Oliviera

Associação Portuguesa dos Arquitetos Paisagistas (APAP) 
– Portuguese Associaton of Landscape Architects

Jorge Cancela, President of APAP  
and Margarida Cancela d’Abreu 

IFLA Europe Delegate and Honorary Member
Valuing Landscape: Connecting people, place and nature
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grated into the Spatial Planning National Pro-
gramme, which was approved in July 2017. The 
concept that has been considered as a basis for 
that integration was the idea of landscape as 
a socio-ecological system as the result of flow-
ing that relates natural capital to human and 
social capital.
Three innovative approaches have been con-
sidered for the first time on the diagnosis of 
the Spatial Planning National Programme as a 

way to influence the national territorial agen-
da until 2030: natural capital; ecological con-
nectivity; natural vulnerability risks.
Meanwhile, APAP is getting landscape archi-
tects involved on a local based discussion and 
initiatives for place-making, place-keeping and 
place-taking as a way of flowing positive ener-
gy to connect people and landscape. 

Photo@Rosario Olivera

Photo @APAP
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ASOP – Asociatia Peisagistilor Din Romania (ASOP) 
– Romanian Landscape Architects Association

Ioana Tudora, IFLA Europe Delegate
Valuing Landscape: Connecting people, place and nature

ROMANIA 

Photo@Ioana Tudora Photo@Ioana Tudora 

Photo@Ioana Tudora 

A story of an unforgettable place - 2 May

Connection between people and landscape is 
quite often a sentimental journey. It is about 
happiness and memory of it. It can be the mem-
ory of the childhood (everybody’s golden age) or 
about gorgeous holidays and great adventures. 
But the connection between somebody and the 
landscape pass almost all the time trough oth-
er people. Landscape is a common construc-
tion but often it is also the result of a common 
perception. Cherishing a place in the same way 
makes you part of the community of that place. 
But this kind of connection is the result of a long 
search. It is the search of a place of yours on this 
planet. Just nobody can own and protect its 
place. It is a fragile relation and balance. 

The story of 2 May, a village on the shores 
of the Black Sea is the story of such a place, 
discovered and cherish by some three gen-
erations of hippie-like people who fell in love  

 
 
with a place. They looked only for nature: the 
sky, the sea and the coarse sand full of algae. 
And they were tremendously happy there, 
with their tents under the sky. But, because of 
this happy small community the place became 
well-known. So other people arrived. But they 
were in search of other values and other land-
scapes. So they transformed this one. They 
change the landscape and equally the spirit 
of the place. And valuing a landscape is creat-
ing a spirit of it, a genius locus. When the geni-
us locus is gone, the landscape is gone, being 
it physically transformed or not. Because land-
scape exists only in the eye of the beholder. 

Because connecting people with place and 
nature has to pass by a falling in love. And then 
is growing up trough common memory. And so 
a place can hold many landscapes or none of. 
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Tivoli is an important part of garden heritage. 
It is a 19. century park which was also refined 
by Jože Plečnik.

Tivoli is protected nature. It is a part of land-
scape park Tivoli-Rožnik – Šišenski hrib which 

is Ljubljana’s most important urban forest, very 
valuable recreational space and literally nature 
in the city, which, through Tivoli park reaches 
almost into the city center. 

And is a home to many interesting animals. 
(sometimes we even get the feeling that the 
Nature service is forgetting that park is primar-
ily a human habitat).

Tivoli is getting more and more important 
event space. It hosts a number of sports events, 
temporary exhibitions that permanently occu-
py the space, concerts etc.

All the qualities of Tivoli are making it attrac-
tive for all the different uses, together with 
some cultural institutions that are positioned 
in Tivoli it is becoming an important tourist at-
traction.

SLOVENIA

Photos: Luka Vidic and Luka Javornik

Photos: Luka Vidic and Luka Javornik

Društvo krajinskih arhitektov Slovenije (DKAS)  
– Slovenian Association of Landscape Architects
Urban Švegl, IFLA Europe Delegate
Nature – culture: what are the values of park Tivoli? 
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What we want to emphasise is, that despite 
of all the qualities of Tivoli park and because of 
them, but most important because of its posi-
tion right next to the city centre, it is also Lju-
bljana’s most significant public park and a very 
important public space.

We also want to emphasise that Tivoli is not 
just “green infrastructure”. It is a valuable struc-
ture. The tree alleys, the glades, the topogra-
phy, the tree clumps, they all form a unique and 

harmonious landscape which to an untrained 
eye it may seems just green, but everyone can 
understand that the structure enables spatial 
experience.

And we feel that all the new ideas that find 
their place in Tivoli are not respectful enough 
to the structure of the park. We want to empha-
sise it is a space, carefully designed for citizens 
and it is very valuable.

Photos: Luka Vidic and Luka Javornik
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IFLA Europe Student & Young Professionals 
Competition gives a chance to share projects, 
ideas and documentation of sites with land-
scape architecture practitioners throughout 
Europe. The competition aims to help up and 
coming designers to get exposure for their 
projects and work. Any European landscape ar-
chitect (a student or a professional under the 
age of 35) can submit their “page” to the cata-
logue. For years now, the topic of the compe-
tition is the same as of General Assembly and 
Conference. The competition and the cata-
logue is divided into two categories:

Conceptual projects
Projects that contain designs for specific sites but 
as yet are unrealised projects. This category may 
include students projects, competition entries or 
projects which are awaiting construction.

Realised projects
Submissions include photographs, plans and 
drawings of realised projects, land/landscape 
art installations or much-associated landscape 
architectural work that has been created in a 
specific place or for a specific site.

Linked to the intention of increasing our visibili-
ty, the People Choice’s award is also given to the 
entry getting the most votes on our Facebook 
IFLA Europe page.

In 2017 and 2018 the 4th and 5th editions of the 
youth competition took place. The jury is com-
posed of professional and student representa-
tives from all over Europe (with the IFLA Europe 
President as chair). Their different profiles assure 
a multidisciplinary review of the entries, similar 
to the daily interactions of a landscape architect.

STUDENTS & YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
COMPETITION

Youth competition 2017 – poster

IFLA Europe Working group
Laure Aubert (Coordinator), Manuel Sánchez, Benoît Zachelin Sainte-Croix
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STUDENTS & YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  

COMPETITION 2017

Jury statement 2017 by Divya Bishnoi

This year the competition theme was ‘(Un)lim-
ited Landscapes – no fence, no offence’ and 
the Jury was inspired by a number of creative 
and diligent proposals from European projects-
based in over 12 different countries submitted 
by students and young professionals. 

Some projects spanned interests in green 
and blue infrastructure, tourism, forest eco-
systems and biodiversity. Others sought to 
find solutions for remediating post-industri-
al landscapes, population growth, flooding, 
global warming, difficult urban living condi-
tions and designing for refugees, to touch on 
a few. As usual, it was clear by the diversity in 
projects, that the ‘Unlimited Landscapes’ com-
petition theme had a different meaning and 
personal interpretation for each individual.

Despite the varied subject matter, some com-
mon threads of current issues, cropped up in sev-
eral entries. Since the competition theme is re-
lated to ‘borders and boundaries’, it naturally 
highlighted a lot of social and polticalissues we 
are facing today. A recurring topic washow to deal 
with the effect of people on the land. Another run-
ning theme was population growth; how this is 
affecting our cities and landscape and solutions 
tocreate better cities and infrastructure with 
unique identities. Another issue was about find-
ings ways to reverse the impact of tourists and 
locals on our environment. A few entries focused 
on the idea of  ‘borders’ as an ecological concept; 
the idea of water as public space to improve con-
nections between rivers and canals with their sur-
rounding urban areas. Or creating sustainability 
through multi-functional forest space or dynam-
ic flooding parks in order to reverse the damage 
done by people. Despite urban development be-
ing a focus at the moment, many of the projects 
still took a strong nature-based approach and 
showed strength in planting. 

The entries had an incredible range of topics, 
locations, scales, detail and development, which 
although the judges thoroughly enjoyed reading, 
also made it incredibly difficult to compare. Over-
all the judges valued entries which explored crea-
tive and original concepts but were also ground-
ed in research and technical development. 

When we problem solve as landscape ar-
chitects, we have a huge social responsilbity 
to improve the lives of the people we design 
for. Therefore, having a diverse community of 
voices to make us aware of the many issues 
we can tackle in our profession is both inspir-
ing and humbling.

The judges really enjoyed reviewing the 
projects and would like to recognise the ded-
ication and effort from the students and 
young professionals who submitted their 
work. We hope you all appreciated them as 
much as we did! 

Jury Members 2017

Tony Williams (Ireland)
Chairman of the Jury/ President of IFLA Europe 
Irene Luque Martin (Spain) 
Representative of AESOP Young Academics/
Association of European Schools of Planning
Divya Bishnoi (United Kingdom)
ELASA representative / European Landscape 
Architecture Student Association
Henk Vanderkamp (Ireland)
Honorary President, ECTP/European Council of 
Spatial Planners
Jago Keen (England)
Past Chairperson of the Arboricultural Associ-
ation 
Simon Bell (Estonia/UK)
President of the ECLAS / European Council of 
Landscape Architecture Schools
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WINNERS 2017

Category A: 
Conceptual projects/ideas 
Winner: Project Climate change and urban 
resilience. A new park along the final part of the 
Aniene River in Rome by Marco Nelli
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Category B: 
Realised Projects
Winner: Project People? by Urska Skerl

People’s choice Award:
Winner: 
See the future in our forest
by Diogo Rego, Mariana Marques & 
Paula Mendes
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Jury statement 2018 by Divya Bishnoi

The competition theme this year was ‘Valuing 
Landscape – connecting people, place and na-
ture’ and the Jury was impressed by the inspir-
ing, well-researched and creative submissions 
proposed by students and young professionals 
from projects based all over Europe.  

The common core of the projects examined 
the intersection between man and nature in a 
space. However the theme allowed some inter-
pretation and each of the projects sought dif-
ferent personal meaning for each individual, 
which was shown through the breadth of sub-
ject themes and solutions. 

Projects spanned subjects rooted in nature, 
both actively and passively, such as water res-
toration, biodiversity, seed propagation, hang-
ing gardens and algae culture. Others focused 
more on our needs and values as people in both  

 
 
urban and natural environments; using sen-
sitive design for the visually impaired or men-
tal health, flood strategies directly linked to 
climate change, guerrilla gardening, recycling 
rainwater and permaculture. 

There were as many urban proposals as 
large green spaces, which shows how the val-
ue of our landscapes and its connectivity to us 
is constantly evolving with our change in life-
style. Furthermore despite the varied entries 
there was a strong theme in many of natural 
environments combined with man-made pro-
cesses to activate, remediate and heal a space 
– both the environment itself or to benefit men-
tal health. Even though our values of landscape 
can change, our lifestyles are more connected 
with nature and place than ever. 

STUDENTS & YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
COMPETITION 2018

Youth competition 2018 – poster
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Jury Members 2018

Tony Williams (Ireland)
Chairman of the Jury/ President of IFLA 
Europe 
Irene Luque Martin (Spain)
Representative of AESOP Young Academics/
Association of European Schools of Planning
Divya Bishnoi (United Kingdom)
ELASA representative / European Landscape 
Architecture Student Association

Henk Vanderkamp (Ireland)
Honorary President, ECTP/European Council of 
Spatial Planners
Jago Keen (England)
Past Chairperson of the Arboricultural Association
Eszter Bakay (Hungary)
ECLAS Executive Committee member

WINNERS 2018

Category A: 
Conceptual projects/ideas
Winner: Project Revealing 
water by Caroline Wiles
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Category B: 
Realised Projects
Winner: Project Hanging Garden 
by Céline Baumann

WINNERS 2018
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People’s choice Award
Winner: 

Project Silnica river restoration by 
Magdalena Wojnowska, Heciak Jakub  

and Mateusz Omanski

WINNERS 2018
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CLIMATE CHALLENGES

Since the second half of the 20th century varia-
tions in climate have accentuated. Nowadays 
the change in temperature and rainfall, the 
raising of the sea level, and the multiplication 
of incidents such as floods, droughts and fires, 
are impacting on biodiversity and people’s way 
of life worldwide. In this time of continuing 
change and uncertainty, it is imperative that 
climate challenges are part of the design, plan-
ning and management of landscapes, which 
are a fundamental resource for the welfare of 
future generations. The landscape profession 
has the understanding and knowledge of en-
vironmental, social and economic needs to de-
liver landscape led solutions that can assist re-
solving these complex problems. 

The undersigned, as representatives of the 34 
National Associations of the European Region 
of the International Federation of Landscape 
Architects, having considered the Resolution 
on Climate Challenges at our General Assembly 
in London, United Kingdom 2018, wish to con-
tribute the understanding, awareness and res-
olution of these concerns.

We therefore make the following statement:

WE BELIEVE
Landscape Architects
have the training, experience and expertise to 
play a key role in facing these global challenges 
Landscape Architects
work closely with nature and innovative tech-
nologies to minimise climate change and its 
impact on landscape

Recognising that climate change is now per-
ceptible throughout Europe and that it will 
have repercussions on the environment at a 
quicker pace than previous climatic variations. 

It will transform biogeographical areas and 
with it biodiversity, thus accelerating deserti-
fication and provoking transformations in the 
ways we live and manage landscape. 
Understanding that natural resources on 
which societies rely for their survival are also 
being continually eroded inducing the loss of 
biodiversity. The result of excessive exploita-
tion further increases the destruction and frag-
mentation of natural habitats. This dual impact 
poses a major threat to ecosystems.
Conscious that landscape has become subject to 
an accumulative degradation of environmental 
values. Collateral effects such as urban heating, 
the abandonment of rural areas and flight to cit-
ies will impact on the life quality of human com-
munities. Climate change will influence the des-
tiny of the world in the 21st century, and is one of 
the biggest challenges of present and future gen-
erations. Through consistently measuring, quan-
tifying and valuing outcomes and efforts land-
scape architecture can make a great contribution 
to the benefit of people, places & nature.
Aware that climate change has transcended 
scientific circles and is easily observed by all. It 
now is present in the public realm and a focus 
of debate throughout Europe. The scale of cli-
mate change is now evident, and the fragility 
of landscape has become obvious.

WE URGE
the Council of Europe, the European Union and 
all IFLA Europe Member States to promote a 
comprehensive landscape strategy in their de-
cision making; developing a holistic vision re-
garding cultural, social, political, environmen-
tal, and economic balance beyond political 
frontiers, thus:
Evaluating the scale of climatic change and its 
potential impacts in order to develop methods 
to maintain the quality of life of populations af-
fected by climatic disruptions, and to prevent 
future crises,

IFLA Europe Resolution 2018
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Integrating environmental parameters in 
decision making, giving them greater impor-
tance,
Promoting legislation to favour environmen-
tal and landscape protection as well as de-
velopment, including more flexible financial 
tools and managerial systems,
Mobilising change in society, which will have 
to maintain and manage landscape with rad-
ically different ethical and material concepts,
Investigating new ways of living, drawing 
from both local, often nature based tradi-
tions, and innovative technologies for energy 
efficient landscapes and ecological integrity,
Ensuring the inclusion of detailed environ-
mental considerations in the design and plan-
ning of landscapes, requiring professionals in 
the private and public sector to integrate cli-
mate challenges into their projects, 
Developing strategies for adaptation and 
mitigation measures to minimize negative 
effects, by planning and designing the en-
ergy transition and organize land use to en-
hance carbon dioxide sequestration,

Increasing the efforts of government to lim-
it climate change to become a priority in the 
political agenda.
Following other international and European 
texts on the matter such as:
• United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC, 1992).
• Paris Agreement on Climate Change (Par-

is, 2015).
• The Århus Convention (UN Economic 

Commission for Europe, 1998).
• European Climate Change Programme (EU 

ECCP, 2000).
• European Union framework for climate 

and energy 2020 – 2030 (EU 2014). 
• Bern Convention, Convention on the Con-

servation of European Wildlife and Natu-
ral Habitats (CoE 1979).

• The European Landscape Convention 
(CoE, Florence, 2000). 

IFLA EUROPE General Assembly, London, 
United Kingdom, September 2018.
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IFLA Europe Exhibition of Landscape Architec-
ture Projects in Europe 

This year we implemented the idea of the first 
IFLA Europe Exhibition. The concept was to 
create a traveling exposition in a form of a 
compact pack to tour Europe and other conti-
nents too. 

The exhibition presented 61 projects from 24 
countries in the form of a catalogue, a multi-
media presentation and 24 exhibition panels. 
It was reduced to a CD form which we hand-
ed out to our National Associations whilst ex-
pressing hope for repeated celebration of the 
exhibition opening in particular countries. We 
believed it would be a pretext for encounters, 
discussions and talks on the issue of contem-
porary landscape architecture as it is aimed at 
broad promotion of this profession as well as 
the mission of shaping the space while bearing 
in mind its complexity.  

The Exhibition puts together the projects from 
Europe designed by landscape architects or 
with their cooperation. The subject of the ex-
hibition focused on the problems of barriers 
that had accumulated alongside the develop-
ment of space. One of the tasks of the contem-
porary landscape architecture is to overcome 
barriers to achieve the continuity on the natu-
ral and cultural level
The material is the result of cooperation be-
tween a great number of individuals and 
teams. Moreover, this exhibition would not 
have seen the daylight had it not been for their 
shared commitment. 

Landscape Architecture  
as a common ground

Cover page, catalogue edition and 
graphic design: Marta Gotfryd, Natalia 
Kubiela, Filip Bruchnalski - students of the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow,  
Michał Jandura – student supervision
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National Associations participating in the ex-
hibition: 
Österreichische Gesellschaft für Landschaftspla-
nung und Landschaftsarchitektur (ÖGLA), 
Union of Landscape Architects of Bulgaria 
(ULAB), 
Croatian Association of Landscape Architects 
(HDKA), 
Czech Association for Landscape Architecture, 
Section of the Landscape and Garden Society 
(CZALA), Association of Danish Landscape 
Architects (DL), 
Estonian Landscape Architects’ Union (ELAU), 
Finnish Association of Landscape Architects 
(MARK), 
Fédération Française du Paysage (FFP), 
Panhellenic Association of Landscape 
Architects (PHALA), 
Hungarian Association of Landscape 
Architects (HALA), 
Israeli Association of Landscape Architects 
(ISALA),
 Latvian Association of Landscape 
Architecture (LAAB) , 
Nederlandse Vereniging voor Tuin en 
Landschapsarchitektuur (NVTL) , 
Norske Landskapsarkitekters Forening (NLA), 
Stowarzyszenie Architektury Krajobrazu (SAK), 
Romanian Landscape Architects Association 
(ASOP), 
Slovak Association of Landscape Architects 
(SALA), 
Društvo krajinskih arhitektov Slovenije (DKAS), 
Asociación Española de Paisajistas (AEP), 
Sveriges Arkitekter /Swedish Association of 
Architects, 
Bund Schweizer Landschaftsarchitekten 
(BSLA), 
Turkish Chamber of Landscape Architects 
(CTLA), 
Guild of Landscape Architects of Ukraine 
(GLAU), 
Landscape Institute (LI).

IFLA EU Working Group:  
Urszula Forczek-Brataniec (IFLA EU, SAK) , Gert-
jan Jobse (NVTL) , Tony Williams (President IFLA 
EU), Anna Eplenyi (HALA), Indra Purs (LAAB)

Coordinator and curator of the exhibition: 
Urszula Forczek - Brataniec 

Partners: 
Cracow University of Technology, Academy of 
Fine Arts in Krakow

Technical support and preparation of exhibi-
tion boards: 
Miłosz Zieliński (SAK) and students of the Cra-
cow University of Technology: Marcelina Smo-
larczyk, Aleksandra Chmiel. 
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We are very sad that ‘our’ Jeanine Genin has 
passed away on 30 October 2017 and left this 
world. She was and is at the heart of EFLA - IFLA 
Europe. Since 1989 - when the establishment 
of EFLA took place - she was active in the or-
ganisation throughout her whole professional 
life. Indeed, Jeanine always made sure that our 
affairs were kept in order through the last diffi-
cult weeks and months. 

In EFLA she took over the function of an Exec-
utive Secretary and later of Financial Manager. 
She took care of everything and helped estab-
lish our Federation from its genesis to the pres-
ent day. She was the continuous pillar while 
presidents changed. She was famous for her 
saying: MUST BE BY THE BELGIAN LAW and it be-
came, over the years, something like a branding.

After the coming together of EFLA and IFLA in 
2008 she didn’t step back and she worked tire-
lessly to ensure the success of IFLA Europe and 
acknowledgement of our place in IFLA World.. 
She continued with her tasks on the financial 
management and did it in a superb way. Her 
work was faultless.

It is unbelievable that she is no longer with us. 
The world is a little poorer but heaven is all the 
richer. Our loss is heaven’s gain.

We as EFLA and IFLA EU want to say 
‘…..thank you Jeanine for all your engagement 
over nearly 30 years as mother of EFLA / IFLA 
EU. You were and are our true champion. We 
will keep you in our minds and our hearts for-
ever. It is therefore not goodbye but ‘Au revoir’. 
Be at peace now.

Fritz Auweck, Tony Williams, Urszula Forczek-Brat-
aniec, Emilia Weckman, Marc Claramunt, Her-
mann G. Gunnlaugsson, Laure Aubert on behalf 
of whole IFLA Europe family

“C’est une très triste nouvelle, surtout parce que 
je pensais vraiment que Jeanine guérirait car elle 
était une battante. C’est toute une tranche de 
l’histoire de EFLA puis IFLA-Europe qui est partie.”

Christine Bavassa 

“Dear friends, we have lost a guardian angel of 
EFLA - IFLA Europe. Many of us knew here close-
ly. Besides her endless devotion we will miss 
her smiling voice and friendship.
May she always be remembered. Yours truly,”

Stef Stegen

In Memoriam

JEANINE GENIN (1947-2017)
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“It with great sadness that I received the news 
today concerning Jeanine Genin. We worked to-
gether over a period of four to five years from 
1988 to 1993 before and after the inauguration 
of the European Foundation for Landscape Ar-
chitecture. She was especially helpful to me 
and to the first Executive Committee in the ear-
ly drafting of various documents, including the 
original Declaration and Agreement to form 
EFLA. It is indeed remarkable that she contin-
ued to work tirelessly for EFLA and through and 
beyond the transition period to IFLA Europe for 
a period of nearly thirty years. Please pass on my 
heartfelt condolences to her family.”

Michael Oldham
Founding President EFLA

“We will remember her as a good mother of 
EFLA. If you meet family and friends of her, say 
thanks in the name of the Dutch Association 
and of me personally. It must me especially sad 
for you also to lose a good college and nearby 
person. Regards,”

Niek Hazendonk 

“Dear all, this is a sad moment of remembrance 
for IFLA Europe and indeed all IFLA. During my 
six years (1998-2004) as president of EFLA - pres-
ent IFLA Europe - I had almost daily contacts 
with Jeanine Colin, the unfaltering epicentre 
of our doings. She was not only our all-encom-
passing employed secretariat. Her ever-last-
ing care not only for the organisation but also 
for the executive committee is reflected in the 
small detail of her search for new, non-exclu-

sive but ambitious restaurants for the dinners 
during the executive week-end meetings. I had 
few contacts with Jeanine during the last years 
but her engagement and livid personality of-
ten come to my mind. I send my deep regrets 
to her family. I will always keep her in grateful 
memory and so will the entire executive, I am 
sure. May Jeanine rest in peace,” 

Lars Nyberg 

 “Dear EFLA / IFLA Europe Famly, I was very sad-
dened to hear that our long-term “soul of the 
office” in Brussels, Jeanine Genin has passed 
away. For all the years that I have been active 
in IFLA and EFLA matters, Jeanine had been in-
deed the good spirit of the landscape architec-
ture profession in Europe. With her gentle and 
friendly, optimistic and “getting-things-done” 
demeanour, it was always a very positive expe-
rience to work with her in our European Head-
quarters. For all that were serving in honorary 
positions, it was good to know that Jeanine 
would do her part to keep things on the right 
track., I think of her with great gratitude.” 

Arno S. Schmid, 
IFLA Europe Honorary member

“Je me rappelle Jeanine avec grand amitié et 
profonde admiration pour son importante ac-
tivité pour l’ „Executive Secretary” de EFLA et 
sa personnelle contribution au développement 
de EFLA depuis son debut. Je désire envoijer à 
sa famille mes meilleurs souvenirs de Jeanine.”

Annalisa Maniglio Calcagno

In Memoriam
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George L Anagnostopoulos was born in 1927 
in Athens. His father Lambros Anagnostopou-
los was director of the Bank of Greece and the 
National Bank of Greece and his grandfather 
George Anagnostopoulos from Messologgi was 
General Secretary of the Greek High Court, and 
represented the country in, among other, the in-
dependent Principality of Samos (within the Ot-
toman Empire) where he was sent by Greece to 
assist with the Principality’s finances in 1903. 

George studied Architecture in the Technical 
University of Athens, where he was a class-
mate with his eventual wife Doris. He was in-
clined to study and analyse the effects that 
human economic growth had on our environ-
ment from early one and that guided him to 
study Landscape Architecture in Durham Uni-
versity in England in the early 1950’s. His pro-
fessor Brian Hackett guided him to join IUCN 
(International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature), established in 1948 and focused on the 
field of nature conservation and sustainable 
use of natural resources. When he returned to 
Greece, he started his efforts on the conserva-
tion of the physical and historical Greek land-
scape and the strengthening of the (non-exist-
ent at the time) public awareness on the issue 

and the generation of proposals to that objec-
tive. During the immediate post-war period 
(1950’s-1960’s) he exerted substantial efforts 
towards the goal of increasing awareness on 
nature preservation and how such can be en-
sured in the face of rapid economic growth. 
His paper on “The Need for Landscape Conser-
vation along the Greek Coastline”, presented 
at the IUCN 11th meeting in New Delhi, (Vol. V- 
Morges Switzerland, 1971) was his way of rais-
ing the issue of saving “the best and most bio-
diverse coastline in the world”.

George started participating in IFLA congresses 
in 1958, “when the world was just getting out of 
the world war terror and its consequences and 
we were trying to rebuilt our cities and their 
environment”. His firm belief was that Land-
scaping “is not large scale gardening where hu-
mans decide what goes where” but that “the 
environment guides us humans as to what ac-
tions and intervention we need to/can take”. 
As such he felt that Landscape Architecture 
was both a science and art, where one needs 
to have an utmost respect to the environment. 
“The environment is not a factory producing 
what we want it to produce”, “we have to adapt 
to and respect it” he was often saying. 

In memoriam GEORGE L. ANAGNOSTOPOULOS @PHALA

In Memoriam

GEORGE L. ANAGNOSTOPOULOS (1927-2018)
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George established the Panhellenic Association 
of Landscape Architects in Athens in 1980 (and 
was president for 20 odd years), in an effort to 
both expose IFLA to this South East corner of 
Europe and introduce the Landscape Architec-
ture profession in the efforts to safeguard and 
conserve the Greek landscape. In parallel, with 
his practice, “GL Anagnostopoulos and Associ-
ates” he practiced what he preached for, devel-
oping landscape studies for private and gov-
ernment clients in Greece and several other 
countries, such as Bangladesh, Cyprus, Moroc-
co, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the US. 
 
George was elected Vice President – Central Re-
gion of IFLA in 1988 and subsequently President 
in 1992. He travelled extensively to visit many 
IFLA member delegations and he worked tireless-
ly to spread the values of Landscape Architecture 
to every corner of the world as he firmly believed 
that Landscape Architecture is both needed and 
indispensable for the world to grow in a sustain-
able way (much before “sustainability” became a 
buzzword for the rest of us). In his efforts he or-
ganized IFLA conferences in Africa (starting in 
Malawi 1990, not long after the country gained 
its independence), Europe, Asia and the Americas, 
thus helping the globalization of IFLA.

Later in his life he focused more on the artis-
tic component of conservation, through the 
Panayiotis and Effie Michelis Foundation 
(where he was Vice President and President for 
more than 30 years), With the Foundation he 
sponsored an IFLA Regional Conference on the 
“Aesthetic and Functional Values in Landscape 
Design”. Among its other activities, the Founda-
tion publishes several books, with one of the 
latest celebrating the sculptures in Greece’s 
cemeteries (linking it tacitly with an early pa-
per he had issued in 1971 on the “Sculpture in 
contemporary landscape design”). 

George led a life true to his beliefs and values 
on the importance of the environment in our 
lives, its preservation as an indispensable con-
dition for securing our future, and the role of 
Landscape Architecture in ensuring its conser-
vation. 

He is survived by his son Lambros and his 
granddaughters Korina and Doris.

In Memoriam
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