
Register for the physical event https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/resilient-
cities-where-water-solutions-and-landscape-architecture-meet-

tickets-545878757057 

Resilient cities: where
water solutions and
landscape architecture
meet

Saturday, 18 March 2023 10.00 - 15.00 CET, 
Venue: CIVA Rue de l'Ermitage 55, Brussels 

(physical presence only)
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Programme
10:00 - 10:10 Welcome and opening of the conference by Katerina Gkoltsiou, President

IFLA Europe and Didier Moray, President of ABAJP/BVTL 

10:10 - 10:20 Welcome by Nikolaus Hirsch, CIVA Artistic Director and Ursula Wieser, CIVA
Curator

10:25 - 10:40 John Boon, IFLA Europe Treasurer, Landscape Architect's approach - "Water
as a Leverage"

10:20 - 10:25 Introducing the speakers - Didier Vancutsem, Vice President for Professional
Practice IFLA Europe, Moderator

10:40- 10:55 Hicham Karkouch, ABAJP/BVTL "Renovation of the central part of Neerpede
Park"

10:55 - 11:10 Ann Voets, ABAJP/BVTL Delegate to IFLA Europe 'Historical sites and
contemporary water management '

11:10 - 11:25 Gilles Doignon, EC DG Research & Innovation, Biodiversity & NBS “Nature-
based solutions and landscape architecture, the love story we need”

11:25 - 12:00 Coffee/tea break

12:00 - 13:00 Roundtable discussion, moderated by Didier Vancutsem, VP Professional
Practice IFLA Europe

Martin Ohse, Water Departement at Brussels Environment

13:00 - 13:10 Conclusions by Didier Vancutsem, VP Professional Practice and closing of
conference by Katerina Gkoltsiou, President, IFLA Europe

13:10 - 15.00 Buffet reception
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Leo Van Broeck, former Flemish Bouwmeester/Flemish Government
Architect

Anja Brüll,  Coordinator "Parc des Trois Pays/Drielandenpark (3LP/P3P)"



Meet our participants and speakers!  

Dr. Katerina Gkoltsiou, IFLA Europe President, PHALA Greece 
Katerina Gkoltsiou has a Ph.D. in Geography from the University of
Aegean in Greece, a Master in Landscape Architecture from the
University of Edinburgh, U.K., and a diploma in Αgriculture from the
Agricultural University of Athens, Greece. She specializes in a wide range
of services in the design, construction and research sector of landscape
architecture. Her landscape expertise involves the landscape design of
public and private projects, landscape assessment and landscape
restoration projects.
Katerina is the co-author in books for High Schools and Universities, she
wrote articles in many scientific journals and technical reports. 

Didier Moray, President of Belgian National Association of Landscape
Architecture ABAJP-BVTL

Didier is Landscape Architect, President of the Belgian Association of
Landscape Architecture (ABAJP-BVTL). Assistant professor at the Haute
Ecole Charlemagne, campus Gemboux, section Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture since 2005. Didier has a long experience at the Directorate
for Nature and Green spaces, Department for Nature and Forests. As part
of his duties within the Public Service of Wallonia, he also represents the
Directorate General for Agriculture, Natural Resources and the
Environment (SPW ARNE) at the Council of Europe within the
framework of the European Landscape Convention.

Nikolaus Hirsch, CIVA Artistic Director
Nikolaus Hirsch is an architect, curator, and educator. He is the Artistic
Director of the architecture museum CIVA in Brussels, and previously
was the Dean of Städelschule and director Portikus Kunsthalle in
Frankfurt. He taught at the Architectural Association, University of
Giessen among others. His architectural work includes the Dresden
Synagogue, Hinzert Document Center, Cybermohalla Hub in New-Delhi,
and “Do We Dream Under The Same Sky“ (with Rirkrit Tiravanija) at Art
Basel and LUMA in Arles. Hirsch curated “Folly” / Gwangju Biennale,
“Wohnungsfrage / Housing Question” at HKW Berlin and the German
Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 2021. He is the author of the books “On
Boundaries” and “Cybermohalla Hub”, editor of the Critical Spatial
Practice series at Sternberg Press and founder and editor of e-flux
architecture.

Ursula Wieser Benedetti, CIVA Curator
Ursula Wieser Benedetti is currently curator for Landscape architecture,
Garden history and Ecosystems at CIVA, Brussels. She holds degrees in
Landscape Architecture (Edinburgh College of Art) and in Japanese
Studies (INALCO, Paris), and a PhD in Landscape History (EHESS, Paris).
Her field of research focuses on the topic of boundaries, on Japanese
gardens and on landscape architecture in Belgium. She practiced as a
landscape architect in France, Austria and Italy for more than 20 years,
working on a wide spectrum of projects ranging from park design, urban
design, riverside developments to large-scale housing schemes and
motorways. 



Hicham Karkouch is a landscape architect currently working at
Omgeving and member of ABAJP-BVTL & IFLA Europe. He worked on
projects of different scales, both strategically and operationally, from the
design stage to the construction stage. Hicham enjoys thinking
creatively about ways to connect people to Nature through his work. He
studied the feasibility of swimming in the Canal of Brussels and is
currently working on what is going to be the first swimming pond of
Brussels. However, he doesn't consider Nature as a feature but as an
indispensable starting point. He studied the opportunities of
reintegrating the Senne river in Brussels, he worked on the renovation of
an urban boulevard in Nador (Morocco) articulated around a linear park
of 2,5km long and 26m width and is currently working on the
renaturalization of the Pede river and the ponds of the future Neerpede
Park in Anderlecht. 

Meet our participants and speakers!  

John Boon, IFLA Europe Treasurer
John studied in Boskoop (Van Hall Larenstein, University of applied
sciences, B.Sc.) and Amsterdam (Amsterdam University of the Arts,
Academy of Architecture, M.LA.). Already as a student, he became board
member of NVTL , Dutch Association for Landscape Architecture. In his
professional career John is director Landscape Architecture and Urban
Planning at Arcadis Nederland BV. The crown on his work came in 2007
when he was appointed chief designer of the world horticultural
exhibition Floriade 2012 in Venlo, The Netherlands. Since then, he has
been working on prestigious projects at home and abroad. He is also
commissioner at a foundation which operates three monumental
cemeteries in Hilversum and consultant from the professional world at
Van Hall Larenstein, University of Applied Science.

Hicham Karkouch, Belgian National Association of Landscape
Architecture ABAJP-BVTL

Ann Voets, Belgian National Association of Landscape Architecture
ABAJP-BVTL
Ann combines art history, landscape architecture and urban planning in
projects that aim to prepare heritage landscapes for a brilliant and
sustainable future. More than ever, those landscapes and the know-how
with which they are built, offer guidance and solutions for many current
challenges, including climate, biodiversity, sociability, inclusiveness.
Since 2002, Ann has been an independent landscape architect and
heritage researcher involved in education and in various regional and
municipal advisory boards. Since October 2021, she has been mandated
by the Belgian professional association of landscape architects (ABAJP-
BVTL) as their Delegate to IFLA Europe and IFLA.

Didier holds bachelor and master’s degrees in landscape architecture and
urban planning and management. He is Associate Professor at the ULB Free
University of Brussels – Faculty of Architecture since 2009, as well as EU
research expert for the EU Commission. Director of the planning office “urban
scape” in Munich since 1992, with professional experience in Europe and
worldwide in urban innovation and landscape strategies. Since October 2021,
he is Vice-President Professional Practice of the International Federation of
Landscape Architects IFLA Europe.

Didier Vancutsem, IFLA Europe Vice President for Professional Practice



Meet our participants and speakers!  
Gilles Doignon, European Commission/ DG Research & Innovation,
Biodiversity & NBS 
Gilles Doignon is a marine zoologist from Belgium. After his research
career on symbioses, he worked on fisheries, aquaculture and freshwater
issues at the Walloon Region and Oceana then became the first global
seafood leader for WWF. He joined the European Commission in 2008.
He spent 10 years at DG MARE and was the communication coordinator
for the 4th Our Ocean conference hosted by the EU. He joined DG
Environment in 2018 and was the coordinator of the Global Coalition
"United for Biodiversity". In April 2022, he was appointed Team Leader
biodiversity and nature-based solutions at DG Research and Innovation.”

Martin Ohse, Water Departement at Brussels Environment
Responsible for the Brussels Hydraulic Network for Bruxelles
Environnement (public administration), Martin Ohsé has a formation of
Bio-engineer Water &amp; Forest. He is implementing major restoration
projects in creeks and pounds such as reopening and renaturation of
creeks that were putted out of sight for many decades, renaturation of
pounds in historical parks, creation of a natural swimming pound,
removing creeks and sources from the sewer network, ... Hydraulic
network project in urban area requires a good balance between
multiple factors and challenges such as landscape, biodiversity, flood
management, water quality, urban mapping and recreational.

Leo Van Broeck holds a degree in engineering architecture and a
baccalaureate in philosophy from KU Leuven. There, he is a guest
lecturer in architectural and urban design at the architecture
department of the Faculty of Engineering Sciences in Leuven. He was
founding partner of the architectural firm BOGDAN & VAN BROECK from
2007 to 2022 and he was active as Flemish Government Architect from
2016 to 2020. He founded Stad & Architectuur in Leuven and
collaborated in the creation of the Flemish Architecture Institute. His
main focus today is on the human causes of planetary ecosystem
collapse, and the effect of our economy, our land use and the we shape
our spatial presence on earth on ecosystem- and biodiversity-
destruction. 

Leo Van Broeck, former Flemish Bouwmeester/Flemish Government
Architect

Dr. Anja Brüll is a landscape research & design expert, and
environmental planner. As partner of “Aquatectura – studios for
regenerative landscapes” (Berlin) she worked for 20 years in
international projects on water cycling systems, blue-green
infrastructure, renewable energy and landscape quality management.
Presently, she manages the Three-Countries Park, a landscape
partnership &amp; platform in the Euregio Meuse-Rhine at the corner of
Belgium, Germany, and the Netherlands. The multi-level partnership is
dedicated to implementing Art. 9 of the European Landscape
Convention and fostering cross-border collaboration for climate-resilient
landscapes with a multitude of stakeholders. Anja Brüll also brings her
broad expertise to bear on other cross-border challenges, such as spatial
strategies or underground landscape heritage.

Dr. Anja Brüll,  Coordinator "Parc des Trois Pays/Drielandenpark
(3LP/P3P)"


