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(UN)LIMITED LANDSCAPES: NO FENCE, NO OFFENCE.



WHERE ARE THE LIMITS ON THE PORTUGUESE LANDSCAPE?





Landscape has no limits, neither physical nor mental. 

It is a perception of the territory. A process of establishing awareness, consciousness and responsibility on 

designing and managing territories towards sustainability.



Landscape character assessment allows to identify and interpretate the coherence that certain landscape may 

present as a specific character. 

By doing so we are able to define boundaries, transitional areas, interfaces, but not limits.



BELVEDERE. ILHA  TERCEIRA . FACHO AND PRAIA DA VITÓRIA . AZORES | ÁLVARO MANSO, 2005

European Landscape Convention and the Portuguese Policy on Architecture and Landscape (2015) offer many

integrated solutions for intervening on landscape as a socio-ecological and cultural system.



The VELOPARK arose to carry out a speculative investigation into the “logic of limits" in the transformation of the 

contemporary landscape. The "notion of border" is as old as the first human communities. As such, it lives within us 

in the way we observe and continually transform the world around us. 



VELOPARK. LOULÉ.  ALGARVE | EDUARDO COSTA PINTO & FREDERICO VITAL SOARES, 2017  

From the ancestral human need to draw a line between everything that was known and everything else; between the 

domestic and the wild, between artifact and nature, or between the earthly and the divine. When we talk about 

landscape and its limits, we are talking about both physical and symbolic limits, made as much of the representative 

cultural imagination, individual and collective, as of processes and systemic relations that occur in a certain place.



In this line of thought, landscape could be defined as the border between natura and cultura, spatial 

and temporal territory where the human being continually transforms what exists in more or less a 

wild state, inside and outside of himself.



Therefore, not only is the landscape in permanent change but also its research and practice. 

No limits are necessary, but frameworks.

LINEAR PARK ALONG THE TAGUS RIVER .  Vila Franca Xira. LISBON METROPOLITAN AREA  | TOPIARIS, 2015



IN HERE THERE ARE EVIDENT LIMITS



Our profession has an excellence profile to fulfill the need of framing landscapes either in theory or in 

practice.

Our aim is to provide more healthy and beautiful spaces as well as opportunities for better life 

standards.
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