


ABSTRACT

The Irish Landscape Institute Design 
Awards were held in October 2020. Of the 
many entries we have selected 6 projects 
that illustrate the IFLA Europe resolution 
“Landscape as Footprints on Earth”. The 
landscape profession in Ireland is a diverse 
and vibrant collective  and the variety of 
projects contained in our Pecha Kucha reflect 
this. All the projects have are set in the Irish 
landscape and some are still ongoing. 

The story these project snapshots tell is one 
of designing and planning landscapes which 
support human well being and culture while 
boosting biodiversity through the use of 
nature based solutions. The Pecha Kucha 
shows that the future footprint on Ireland 
could be complex, synchronised with natural 
processes and beautiful.
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Believing that the landscape is a key element of individual and social well-being
With the aim of starting a national conversation 
around mental illness, Realise Landscapes 
was commissioned by Janssen in 
partnership with mental health 
organisations Aware and See 
Change to design a show 
garden at Bloom
in The Park.

Walking barefoot in 
nature can have a stabilising 
effect,reconnecting us with the 
natural charge of the planet and 
in turn improving our sense of well being.



Landscape, as an area perceived by people, connects 
nature and culture into our collective footprints on earth 

The public realm and landscape 
report on The Parnell Square Cultural 
Quarter prepared by Bernard 
Seymour Landscape Architects has 
the ecological aspiration to seek 
to introduce a significant quantum 
of new planting and green space 
compared to the existing condition.

Where this is perhaps most notable 
is with the ‘hanging gardens’ on the 
library roofs. A central courtyard 
brings light down into the new 
extension, and this is intended to be 
lushly planted with a mix of trees, 
shrubs, and groundcovers, providing 
a seasonal interest, and verdant 
views from many aspects and levels 
inside the library. Similarly, one level 
up is another roof garden.

The functional roof surfaces of the new 
extension can also provide an area 
for ecological gain. These spaces, 
accessible only for maintenance, can 
accommodate simple roof systems 
such as a biodiversity brown roof. 
This provides microhabitats and 
food for insects, for which any 
increase in numbers serves larger 
animals further up the food web, of 
importance in the challenging urban 
environment. Similarly the new brick 
façades could include subtle special 
bricks in discreet locations, to house 
bats or birds such as swifts.



ROSSMORE FOREST PLAY PARK

PUBLIC PARK / 2020

Rossmore Forest is a 410ha mixed 
woodland located to the South of 
Monaghan Town. It is owned by 
Coillte and managed by Monaghan 
County Council who appointed The 
Paul Hogarth Company to prepare a 
Forest Park Masterplan in 2017 and 
then deliver a play park as one of its 
key recommendations. The unique 
forest setting and growing research 
into nature deprivation and associated 
physical and mental health issues for 
children (which develops into the adult 
population) prompted us to consider 
a play park solution with the nature, 
learning and fun at its core.

One of the  rst issues was the existing 
perception of what ‘playgrounds’ 
are. Often they include vivid colours 
and shapes which can over stimulate 
children, they rarely include nature 
which has a much more calming and 
developmental potential. Therefore 
school, client, community engagement 
was required to justify a nature inspired 
approach and to create something 
bespoke.

The following design principles were 
agreed and delivered into the  nal design:
• Collaboration with local children 

(the real play experts!) artists and 
community groups

• Celebration of Rossmore Forests 
existing sense of place

• Use of natural materials from the site/
forest

• Inclusivity with no segregation between 
ages or abilities

• Carefully designed play opportunities 
to provide risk and challenge

• Sustainable locally sourced materials 
with minimal hard surfaces.

• Biodiversity fully integrated with 
signi cant space provided for native 
woodland and wild ower.

The result has been a revelation for 
Rossmore and Co. Monaghan with Coillte 
recording the most signi cant increase 
in footfall in any of their forest parks 
after opening. Local and regional visitors 
are sharing the new resource as well 
as it becoming a regular outing for the 
original schools who were instrumental 
in the design process.

“Memories of childhood play in nature strengthen 
resources with which to cope with stress, inspire 

a sense of spiritual wonder and encourage 
stewardship for the Earth”

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
Landscape architects work with Nature-based Solutions. Their basic 
material was and still is the abiotic and biotic nature the earth provides us

The Paul Hogarth Company were 
appointed to prepare a masterplan for 
Rossmore Forest Park in 2017 and then 
deliver a play park as one of its key 
recommendations. 

The following design principles were 
agreed and delivered into the final design:

Collaboration with local children (the 
real play experts!) artists and community 
groups

Celebration of Rossmore Forests existing 
sense of place

Use of natural materials from the site/
forest

Inclusivity with no segregation between 
ages or abilities

Carefully designed play opportunities to 
provide risk and challenge

Sustainable locally sourced materials with 
minimal hard surfaces.

Biodiversity fully integrated with significant 
space provided for native woodland and 
wildflower.

Local and regional visitors are sharing the 
new resource with the nature, learning 
and fun at its core. It has become a 
regular outing for the schools who were 
instrumental in the design process.



Respond to the public’s wish to enjoy high quality landscapes 
and to play an active part in the development of landscapes

DESIGN AWARDS 2020

Your Parks, Your Bye-laws, 
Have Your Say !

Fingal County Council’s New Parks Bye-laws
Public Consultation Process

Vision:“Provide a diverse, network of  
attractive, sustainably managed open  
spaces to enhance the quality of life of the  
citizens of Fingal”.

Process

Fingal County Council Introduced New Park 
Byelaws in June 2018. The previous Bye-laws 
were almost 20 years old and in need of 
updating due to greatly increased park use 
and more particularly due to changes in the 
ways people use parks and the new demands 
that are being placed on parks especially in 
terms of events and activities.  In addition to
an on-line survey of public views and 
suggestions the Council organised seven
“Roadshows” in parks across the county.  
The New Bye-laws address a range of issues 
modernising the way parks are managed 
including:
• Providing for more Cycling in Parks
• Dog Walking and Provision of Off-leash 

Areas
• Managing the Use of Drones in Parks
• Trading in Parks
• Management of Events in Parks
• Allowing for Foraging in Parks
The revised Bye-laws make parks relevant to 
the way people use parks today.

Surveying Park Users 
at the Parks Roadshows
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Fingal County Council Introduced New Park Byelaws in June 2018. The previous Bye-
laws were almost 20 years old and in need of updating due to greatly increased park 
use and more particularly due to changes in the ways people use parks and the new 
demands that are being placed on parks especially in terms of events and activities. 
In addition to an on-line survey of public views and suggestions the Council organised 
seven “Roadshows” in parks across the county. The New Bye-laws address a range of 
issues modernising the way parks are managed 
including:

• Providing for more Cycling in Parks
• Dog Walking and Provision of 
  Off-leash Areas
• Managing the Use of Drones in Parks
• Trading in Parks
• Management of Events in Parks
• Allowing for Foraging in Parks

The revised Bye-laws make parks relevant 
to the way people use parks today.



Promote through design new and traditional solutions that can be 
used to strengthen the capacity to develop a net positive footprint

Beckett Park in South County Dublin was 
designed by Murray and Associates. It is a 5 
hectare park in what is effectively a new town. 
Granite stone excavated in the course of the 
wider Cherrywood Infrastructure project was 
utilised to create robust and rough seating 
and retaining walls throughout the park which 
contrast strongly with the geometric lines 
of the paving. All of the park elements are 
set into this angular framework, integrating 
the disparate spaces and elements within a 
single harmonious composition.

The paths are 50% GGBS concrete and 3 
different finishes were selected; brushed, grit 
blasted and exposed aggregate. The texture 
of those finishes differs according to light 
levels. The aim is to articulate the subspaces 
and create space within space that address 
seats or a building and finding a balance 
between continuity and dynamism.
The expansion joints cris cross the path at 
different angles. The paths zig-zag in and out 
in response to various elements and activities.
All the paths are intended as shared surfaces 
and link in with cycle routes and greenways 
and form part of the larger network.

Underpinning the design is the use of 
native vegetation and a range of landscape 
typologies including grassland, woodland 
copse, and hedgerow habitats, which are 
beneficial to local biodiversity. Existing 
retained vegetation was carefully managed 
during the construction process to ensure its 
long-tern, viability. The naturalistic planting 
is intended to contrast with the rough hewn 
granite and the detailed concrete.



Recognise the importance of the relationship between nature and 
culture in the perception, planning and management of landscapes
Prepared by Dublin City Council and 
Áit Urbanism, The North East Inner City 
Greening Strategy developed with the 
community aims to improve the quality of 
life in this part of Dublin. It aims to acheive 
this  through greening enhancements of the 
physical environment, offering high quality 
leisure and amenity resources. It envisages 
the refurbishment of existing green spaces, 
and the development of derelict sites and 
spaces for sports and recreation  SuDs and 
enhancing biodiversity are at the core of the 
strategy. 

It includes an extensive process of on-street 
analysis and a review of proposed plans and 
relevant case studies to compile a baseline 
snapshot of the North East Inner City’s public 
realm and existing green spaces Public 
consultation was a major component of the 
North East Inner City greening strategy. A 
series of public workshops were carried out 
over an extended time period and included 
interactive and engaging activities which 
allowed the public to express what they 
wanted from the strategy. The results from 
these workshops drove the design process 
and the strategy intent.

Proposed interventions are categorised as 
short, medium and long term projects. In two 
years. Over 100 street trees and 200 linear 
meters of planting have been installed. Also 
over 900sqm of hard surfaces have been 
de-paved.



Realise that the footprints of Nature-Based Solutions finally result in a net gain 
to biodiversity and ecosystem integrity provisioning cultural and amenity values

Natural Swimming Pool
2 Mc Sweeney St Fermoy         www.cathalomeara.com        info@cathalomeara.com

DESIGN AWARDS 2020

Key
01 Entrance doorway
02  Sheltered patio
03 Suspended diving deck
04 Sandy beach
05 Planted regeneration zone
06 Swim zone
07 Sunken steps
08 Sculpture location
09 Perennial meadow
10 Fagus hedge
11 Access to cut flower farm
12 Shed roofs (rainwater for pond)
13 Formal lawn

Sunken oak seating ledge
Polyfelt underliner
EPDM liner
Retaining wall

Beach sand
Drainage stone
Preforated drainage pipe
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Initially I was approached by the client (my five year old son and his 3 year old brother) who wanted a swimming pool in their garden. With no intention 
(or budget) for a conventional chlorinated pool I began exploring the possibilities for natural swimming. The client stipulated that it was to “be deep 
enough for jumping and it was to have a sandy beach for digging”.

A natural swimming pool works by taking nutrient poor rainwater from adjacent roofs and bringing this water into a central swim zone. Rainwater is ideal 
as it contains very limited concentrations of nutrients. The planting is on a thin, nutrient poor substrate. This encourages the plants to seek their nutrients 
from the water. However small microorganisms are also seeking their nutrients from the water. This constant competition for nutrients deprives algae of 
its food prevents blanket weed from forming.  

The pool contains 2 zones, a swim zone and an adjacent regeneration zone. A submerged untreated Oak wall separates these zones. The swim zone is 
2 meters deep and sufficient for diving into. The regeneration zone is shallow, allowing sunlight to quickly warm its waters.  A low energy pump cycles the 
water through a filter, which is recessed beneath the untreated Larch timber deck. Only biological processes clean the water and due to Ireland’s regular 
rainfall, no top ups are needed with tap water. The addition of water to the landscape has brought many unexpected visitors including swallows, swifts, 
bats, damselflies, dragonflies, moths, butterflies, frogs, pond skaters and a world of crustaceans for small children to explore.

This rigid form of the wall garden setting indicated the geometry for the natural swimming pool. This plan was worked through with the client to ensure 
that we were meeting the brief requirements. Even with the Irish weather, water temperatures regularly exceed 20 degrees and ensure that the pool is 
used very regularly from April to October. The clients (now competent swimmers) are now requesting amendments to the original design - “a springy 
diving board”.

Brief

N
Scale 1:200

Scale 1:100Section AA

A

A
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Initially I was approached by the client (my five year old son and his 3 year old brother) who wanted a swimming pool in their garden. With no intention 
(or budget) for a conventional chlorinated pool I began exploring the possibilities for natural swimming. The client stipulated that it was to “be deep 
enough for jumping and it was to have a sandy beach for digging”.

A natural swimming pool works by taking nutrient poor rainwater from adjacent roofs and bringing this water into a central swim zone. Rainwater is ideal 
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This rigid form of the wall garden setting indicated the geometry for the natural swimming pool. This plan was worked through with the client to ensure 
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From Cathal O Meara Landscape Architects - Initially I was approached 
by the client (my five year old son and his 3 year old brother) who 
wanted a swimming pool in their garden. With no intention or budget 
for a conventional chlorinated pool I began exploring the possibilities 
for natural swimming. The client stipulated that it was to “be deep 
enough for jumping and it was to have a sandy beach for digging”.

The pool works by taking nutrient poor rainwater from adjacent roofs 
and bringing this water into a central swim zone. Rainwater is ideal 
as it contains very limited concentrations of nutrients. The planting is 
on a thin, nutrient poor substrate. This encourages the plants to seek 
their nutrients from the water. However small microorganisms are 
also seeking their nutrients from the water. This constant competition 
for nutrients deprives algae of its food and prevents blanket weed 
from forming.

The pool contains 2 zones, a swim zone and an adjacent regeneration 
zone. A submerged untreated Oak wall separates these zones. 
The swim zone is 2 meters deep and sufficient for diving into. The 
regeneration zone is shallow, allowing sunlight to quickly warm its 
waters. A low energy pump cycles the water through a filter, which is 
recessed beneath the untreated Larch timber deck. Only biological 
processes clean the water and due to Ireland’s regular rainfall, no top 
ups are needed with tap water. The addition of water to the landscape 
has brought many unexpected visitors including swallows, swifts, 
bats, damselflies, dragonflies, moths, butterflies, frogs, pond skaters 
and a world of crustaceans for small children to explore.

This rigid form of the wall garden setting indicated the geometry 
for the natural swimming pool. This plan was worked through with 
the client to ensure that we were meeting the brief requirements. 
Even with the Irish weather, water temperatures regularly exceed 20 
degrees and ensure that the pool is used very regularly from April to 
October. The clients (now competent swimmers) are now requesting 
amendments to the original design - “a springy diving board”.


