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Abstract The Kemeri park is one of the oldest and major public parks in terms of covered area in Latvia outside Riga. The landscape
park of Kemeri with a network of winding tracks along the Versupite river was planned in 1839 by Karlis Heinrich Vagner, a gardener of
Riga. And then it was forgotten for more than 20 years. The project concept is bringing back to life park territory. In the park are
combined valuable of nature territories and values (more than 30 sulfurous springs, great trees, protected biotopes), and cultural-
historical monuments(neo-eclecticism hotel building - White Liner; Love Islet Pavilion, a rotunda in the Classicism style; the Russian
Orthodox Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul), and sulphur water. The park is placed in Kemeri – an area of the Jurmala seaside
town. Challenges at the starting point were – a socially unwelcoming place, flooded territories after heavy rain and in springtime, all
historical elements needed restoration and endeared naturalvalues in the territory. This territory was degraded. The leading landscape
architect was Natalija Nitavska, who has worked a lot with perennials, and different zones of the park in the context of nature
protection and biodiversity, all that together gives now not only a “Wow!” effect, but also brings back the richness of planting in colors,
and zones, groups, and in a team with research and technical work was involved landscape architects Daiga Skujāne andMadara
Markova. Chosen plants were specifically with the idea to show difference and at the same time harmony between man-made
plantings and natural territories, especially riverbank zone. In the process of implementation, the main challenge was to preserve
territories, which in the project were defined as valuable and could be damaged or changed. Park territory has changed from degraded,
unwanted, and unsafe to a park where not only walk around, but also celebrate events, and be at different times of the year. Now
thepark is not only beautiful but also a socially active, positive place filled with events.



Boldness and Beauty

Landscape award. Renewed, now has happened in 2019, and 2022 (works have applied). The Latvian 
Landscape Architecture Award is a showcase of the craftsmanship of the landscape architecture industry. In 
2019 it was more than 60 projects applied.
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The Latvian Landscape Architecture Award 2019 book for more information https://www.laaab.lv/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/LAABA_2019_Katalogs.pdf

https://www.laaab.lv/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/LAABA_2019_Katalogs.pdf
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One of this year’s nominees for The 
Latvian Landscape Architecture 
Award is Ķemeri park.

In Ķemeri park the Boldness is 
starting point in 2016 year, 
rethinking of 20 ha.

Territory includes nature and 
cultural objects and monuments.

Challenges at the starting point 
were – socially unwelcoming, 
flooded territories after heavy rain 
and in springtime, all historical 
elements needed restoration, and 
endeared natural values in territory.

This territory was degraded.
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Celebrating finishing of the project.

The project team involved different 
specialists, but as it started with a 
landscape competition in 2016, 
during the project time landscape 
remained an important topic.



Watertower and parking place (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)



Rotunda and white perennials near water (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)



One of many bridges over the stream in park (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)



Exhibition square (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)



Perrenials and one of many seating spaces (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)



White parterre (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)
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White parterre (Photo by: Ivars Ikass)
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Now the park is not only beautiful 
but also a socially active, positive 
place filled with events.


