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“Landscape as a collective memory”



Role of landscape architects; 
heritage and spatial planning #crisis

“Heritage is a highly malleable concept that is 
constantly in flux and whose substance and meaning 
are continuously being redefined by society. 
[…] Different ways of treating the past in the present 
now coexist in Dutch planning practice. “

Janssen, J., Luiten, E., Renes, H., & Stegmeijer, E. (2017). Heritage as sector, factor and vector: 
conceptualizing the shifting relationship between heritage management and spatial planning. 
European Planning Studies, 25(9), 1654-1672. https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2017.1329410

https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2017.1329410


Van Eesteren, general planting schema (1947)

Noordoostpolder & Schokland

Landscape vision Noordoostpolder (2012), 
Feddes/Olthof & Palmboom-Urban Landscapes



Pioneering; land reclamation from the sea…



View on the (former) harbor of Schokland



The typical agricultural polder landscape. Dead straight roads, large rectangular plots, farms with canals. 



The typical polder landscape. Dead straight roads, large rectangular plots, farms with canals. 
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City of the future (BNSP) Regions of the future (NVTL)



‘Regions of the future’

Aim is to feed the National Environmental vision (NOVI) 
with regional perspectives. 

Initiated by professionals of NVTL and BNSP to deploy 
regional design for tasks/challenges that will lead to 
major transformations of our living environment, in 
conjunction/coherence/synergy. 
Think of energy transition, climate change adaptation, 
health and safety, circular economy, socially inclusive 
society, agrarian transition and resilient water systems. 



‘Regions of the future’

In a period of several months (2018-2019), eight 
(occasional) teams of urban designers and planners, 
landscape architects in collaboration with other 
disciplines and domains worked on four regions, using 
design research and imagination come to grips with 
the regional impact of policy choices at a national 
level. 
It shows an example of the tradition and role of 
landscape architects in spatial planning policy 
development in The Netherlands.



Captains
Berdie Olthof | Feddes/Olthof
Peter Veenstra | LOLA Landscape Architects

Clients
Reina Groen – Province Flevoland 
Peter Petrus - Rijksvastgoedbedrijf 

Tim Kort | B+B
Paul Plambeck | Buro Sant en Co
Lisanne Struckman | Feddes/Olthof
Cor Simon 
Pieter Veen | Circular Landscapes
Laura de Bonth | Urban Synergy
Kees Bentvelsen | BFAS
Arjan Nienhuis | Nienhuis Landschapsarchitectuur 
Marjolein Hillege | Landschap & Film



adaptive agriculture in Flevoland
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1. Invest in circular agriculture



2. The ‘sliding game’ of land leads to colour locale



3. Facilitate circular agriculture with landscape framework

casco revised



4. Connect to other societal issues



adaptive agriculture in Flevoland



https://www.blauwekamer.nl/2019/06/20/regio-van-de-
toekomst-slot-maakt-ontwerponderzoek-het-verschil/

Ben Kuipers (NVTL Chair) presents the publication
“Regions of the Future” to Kajsa Ollongren, 

Minister of the Interior and Kingdom Relations 

Influencing policy development with research by design

https://www.blauwekamer.nl/2019/06/20/regio-van-de-toekomst-slot-maakt-ontwerponderzoek-het-verschil/



