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The concept of nature
The relationship of man with nature has been analysed by many scholars and
philosophers presenting the different views towards nature from the antiquity till
modern times.

Physis………………..natura……………….nature
 Nature as a principle of innate motion which rests in substances that move or become stationary by
themselves and not through an external course or accidently.
 The nature of a machine, man became master of his destiny and started believing that he could
dominate nature.
 The modern view is based on the analogy between the processes of the natural world as studied by
natural scientists and the vicissitudes of human affairs as studied by historians.

21rst century‐
reconnecting with nature

People want to be reconnected with nature
and they want to transform underused land
to produce clean water and clean air, good
microclimates and good food.

21rst century‐
reconnecting with nature

They recognize the urgent need to capture carbon and to
create landscapes teeming with wildlife

21rst century‐
reconnecting with nature

They want to be protected by flooding and want to access
to land for health and wellbeing

21rst century‐
reconnecting with nature
The physical and digital might also merge in the form of virtual events digitally projected into certain
public spaces where people might congregate to watch and interact together.

@Google glasses

Citizens may no longer be solely engaging with either the physical landscape or the digital, but with
both simultaneously.

Why is essential to reconnect with nature?
Key leaders have shared an overview of the steps and the work that
must be done to bring nature‐based solutions to cities.

The session titled 'Returning Nature to Cities' took place at the Annual Meeting
2022 of the World Economic Forum in Davos.
Davos 2022: How to bring nature‐based solutions to our cities

Climate change and Covid‐19 have brought into very sharp focus many aspects of city life, not
the least of which is the relationship between the green infrastructure of cities, the quality of
life and the health and well‐being of the residents (Council of Europe, 2021)

The Slovenian Association of Landscape architects
Cold Places for Hot Planet 2021: planning for climate change‐resilient cities. 5th October 2021.

Our cities more than ever need to be healthy and to be designed to accommodate the needs
and patterns of a wide diversity of people, to ensure the wellbeing of all.

The Slovenian Association of Landscape architects
Cold Places for Hot Planet 2021: planning for climate change‐resilient cities. 5th October 2021.

The role of Landscape Architects in the sustainable design

Landscape, Nature and the disciplines working with Nature are the key factors for our European cities
The Slovenian Association of Landscape architects
Cold Places for Hot Planet 2021: planning for climate change‐resilient cities. 5th October 2021.

Landscape architects are qualified to help
prevent catastrophic global environmental
and societal breakdown. Through planning,
design and management, our work protects
and repairs global ecosystems; fosters
human health, well‐being and happiness;
cools the environment and draws down
atmospheric carbon.

Coexistence and harmony between human creativity and natural process

Highline Park, New York, USA

The Highline Project captured
the public’ s imagination and
helped redefine and globally
influence what urban green
space can be
Garden of Science and Technology Center, Ostrava‐Vitkovice‐Czech Republic

Thinking of the city as the habitat for all species and not only for people, can
establish a more symbiotic relationship between buildings, land and nature,
creating exciting functions of landscape and building. Marta Pozo Gil, Myrov, AD
(2012)

A key objective of the development of the Olympic Park in London was to leave a valuable legacy of open space and
biodiversity to act as a catalyst for the regeneration of this area.
Olympic Park, London|Hangraves John.

connecting city and nature

Park Lingezegen, Netherlands. Berdie Olthof and Nanne Bouma (Feddes|Olthof
Landschapsarchitecten ‐ Masterplan and De Woerdt); Jeroen Bosch and Tim de Weerd
(Veenenbos en Bosch Landschapsarchitecten ‐ Het Waterrijk); Abe Veenstra Landschapsarchitect
‐ De Park; Astrid Harsveld

Parc Agricole de Vernand, FABRIQUES Architectures
Paysages, Rémi et Pierre JANIN/Association Polyculture

Artificial elements
complement the
“natural” elements.

Reconstitution
of an extensive
natural
environment

RENATURATION OF THE RIVER AIRE| Georges Descombes und Atelier Descombes & Rampini, Genf;
Julien Descombes, Greg Bussien ‐ architecture and landscape architecture)

New forms of
landscape both
nourishing,
environmental and
shared with societies.
We can “make
landscape” while
seeking an agricultural
performance.

Murg‐Auen‐Park, Frauenfield, Staufer & Hasler Architekten AG
| BSA SIA Bauherrschaft

An interdisciplinary
approach proposes a
strategy to ensure the
continued existence of
the site.

Sustainable planning

EPIC WEBGIS PORTUGAL
The project of an Ecological Network for
Lisbon, in 1993, adapted the principles of the
natural continuum and Urban Ecology to the
characteristics of urbanization with different
levels of density.

EPIC WebGIS main goal is to enhance the
generalization and acceptance by society of
an ecologically based planning policy, which
will bring already, recognized social and
economic benefits. The use of the available
cartography as an auxiliary tool in spatial
planning will contribute to more sustainable
landscape management.

Regional Spatial Plan of South‐East Slovenia

For the Netherlands, nature takes the lead. The story develops around the themes
of water management, energy, agriculture, circular economy, urbanization and
biodiversity. By comprehensively approaching and analyzing developments in
specific areas, we can work towards environmentally positive, nature‐inclusive
solutions.

The RSP of SE Slovenia was prepared in the
interdisciplinary team in the interactive process with
numerous participants as a strategic spatial plan, based
on professional bases, on directions of the state planning
stakeholders and of municipalities and on analyses and
evaluations of the landscapes, settlements and
infrastructure.

Education: to improve our education
by building knowledge and capacity
beyond the traditional core of the
profession

We encourage development of landscape
architecture courses across Europe and to
monitor and review their compatibility with the
aims of IFLA Europe; promote common IFLA
Europe/IFLA education guidelines to National
Associations and European Universities/schools
teaching landscape architecture programs and
ensures solid landscape architecture education
across Europe for effective professional practice.

@Elzelina Van Melle. Danish Landscape Architects

Our major concern today is to find a balance between ensuring that programs adapt to these demands
and being inclusive of the current situation of the programs/schools
 na onal diﬀerences and diversity of programmes → a
certain degree of harmonization
 Set of core levels of exper se and skills → movement of
students across Europe
 → automa c recogni on of the profession
 So far to prepare students → situa ons and
transformation we had a good command of.
 In the future → diﬀerent challenges, which today we
@Didier Vancutsem

cannot fully predict.

New challenges
• increased diversity of the profession
• needs of a changing world and contemporary society
• new definitions of Landscape Architecture
• European and International automatic recognition
• Definition of a European Common Training Framework for
Landscape Architecture
@Katerina Gkoltsiou. AUA

We need to use this knowledge and holistic approach to work with
allied professionals by leading and uniting teams to create greater
environments for people.
@Katerina Gkoltsiou. PHALA

Conclusions
To develop and publish overall green concepts
for our cities
To work towards a more natural shape for cities,
utilizing nature‐based solutions and thus bringing
how cities function closer to the cycles of nature

To promote an integrated nature‐culture approach
that highlight the linkages between the ecological
and social values and functions of land and other
natural resources, and the connections between
production and consumption, in ways that promote
low carbon, healthy lifestyles in harmony with
nature

Conclusions

We should work, bearing in mind the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

https://www.iflaworld.com/knowledge‐hub

https://www.iflaworld.com/knowledge-hub

Conclusions
Develop new ways of living for human
societies, drawing from local traditions for
energy efficient landscapes and ecological
integrity, as nature based strategical
sustainable development is capable of
deflecting climate change.
Recognizing the importance of the
environmental dimension in the design
and planning of our landscapes.
To focus on the ‘co‐production of solutions’
across disciplines and professions.

Conclusions
To promote landscape and nature in decision‐
making, developing a holistic vision regarding
cultural, social, political, environmental, and
economic balance beyond political borders.

To promote financial tools and managerial
systems more flexible and adaptable to climate
changes as well as to reassert collective interests.

To maintain and manage landscape with different
ethical and material concepts
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