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“Landscape Here and Now”

In Ireland we are facing the twin challenges of biodiversity loss and climate change.

This presentation highlights some processes, materials and planting that aim to be part of the 
solution to these challenges rather than part of the problem. All the projects are recent examples 

from Ireland. 



Hillsborough Castle by The Paul Hogarth Co. won the sustainability award in the 2020 ILI Awards.
Materials. 

© Paul Hogarth Co. 



The pioneering use of a Construction Management Contract enabled access to local materials as well as direct engagement with a wide 
range of local specialist contractors, craftsman and suppliers in a way that would not normally be the case. 

Strong links established with the local horticultural college supported the propagation of a large number of plants, now laid out within the 
grounds. These actions have greatly reduced the carbon footprint of the materials.

© Paul Hogarth Co. 



The Goat Grazing Project by Fingal County Council & The Old Irish Goat Society.
.Wildfires 

© Fingal County Council 



The old Irish Goat has been reintroduced to Howth Head. This new/old approach to landscape management, is in response to wildfires 
that burned for 6 weeks in 2021. 

This critically endangered, native breed of goat makes its return to the heathlands of Howth Head, in the Dublin Bay UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve after a hiatus of nearly a century. It is hoped that the grazing by the goats will result in increased biodiversity while preventing 
gorse related wildfires in the conservation area. The goats are managed by Shepherd Melissa Jeuken.

© Fingal County Council 



Birr Town Camcor River Study by JBA Consulting.
.Biodiversity  

© JBA Consulting



This multi-disciplinary study published in 2021 aims to provide a 
comprehensive suite of actionable projects which will provide a plan 
for the management of the River Camcor and the river corridor with 
an appropriate balance of use between civic amenity and wildlife. 

This extract proposes where appropriate riparian and instream 
works to promote biodiversity and fish number increase can be 
carried out. These can be beautiful as well as functional and 
delivered using locally available materials.

© JBA Consulting 

© JBA Consulting. 



The Sanctuary – Biodiversity Field & Labyrinth by Róisín Byrne Nature – Based Landscape Architect.
Biodiversity 

© Róisín Byrne



The bespoke labyrinth garden was intuitively designed to support the Sanctuary ethos "offering a place of contemplative practice, 
developing compassion for ourselves and wider society." Compassion can be extended to nature too. Using the Nature-based solution 
principle 'net gain for nature' organic pollinator-friendly perennials and organic heritage Irish apples were selected. 

Regeneration of the meadows was allowed and locally sourced materials were selected, upcycled materials and finely crafted furniture 
created from storm blown oak. The visitor is emersed in a sensory journey where nature's vitality is experienced.

© The Sanctuary 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

