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Water is under extreme threat from a growing population, from increasing
demands of agriculture and industry, and the worsening impacts of climate change. 



A threat to the security of water supplies is already extended
to more than three quarters of the world population.  



By 2050 up to 5.7 billion people could be living in areas
where water is scarce for at least one month a year. 



In 2017 the annual average flow rate of the four main Italian river basins (Po, Adige, Tiber and Arno) decreased
by about 40%  and consequently 6 regions out of 20 demanded the state of emergency due to water shortages.



In the last ten years damage due to drought
cost Italy approximately € 1.4 billion per year.



Two dimensions of water saving: reducing withdrawals
from the environment and reducing consumption.



In Italy we currently recover and store little rainwater (11%) and only
1% of purified civil waste water is used for agricultural purposes. 



Italians consume 160/180 litres daily per capita, but the total water footprint is 6.309 litres daily per capita. 
Drinking water consumption in Italy: 156 cubic meters per year per capita (first place in UE 28, 2015).



Agriculture requires 85% of the daily water footprint in Italy.
Domestic use (cleaning, cooking drinking) 7%. Industrial use 8%.



Italy is one of the countries with the lowest cost per cubic meter of water, precisely
€ 1,55/m3, against € 3,92/m3 in France, € 5,90/m3 in Finland and €9/m3 in Denmark. 



The annual loss of drinking water in Italy are 3.4 
billion cubic meters, 42% of the total water supply. 



Technologies for water saving are already available, they allow to reduce water loss by 70%. The estimate cost to 
achieve efficiency for the entire Italian integrated water service is about 65 billion euros in thirty years. 



Actions needed: protect vulnerable water systems; mitigate impacts of floods and droughts; safeguard
access to water functions and services; manage water resources in an integrated and equitable manner.



Sustainable Development Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation for all by 2030. Institutions working
on Water Security globally (among others): UN Water – UNESCO – FAO – UNICEF – WHO – WMO.



1992 UN resolution by which 22 March each year was declared World Day for Water. 
2018-2028 International Decade for Action on Water for Sustainable Development.



Water and sanitation measures are key to poverty reduction, 
economic growth, and environmental sustainability.



Climate change is a global phenomenon, but the impacts on water and health are manifested at the local
level. Prevention and adaptation response must therefore be approached at the regional and local scale.



AIAPP is part of a group of institutions and associations that have founded the “Pact for 
Water” with the goal to develop the National Water Strategies and ensure water security.



Sometimes landscape architects must put down the pencil and pick up communication tools. 
Sometimes landscape architecture expresses itself not through forms, but words and actions.


