
URBAN FORESTS 
FOREST URBANISMS 
& GLOBAL WARMING

Call for papers
www.set.kuleuven/icou

During the current climate emergency, there has been increasing focus on the role of forests, trees, and associated vegetation in urban areas – places where most of us live, work, learn, 
and play. Urban forests play a role in the mitigation of global warming by, for example, sequestering carbon and reducing energy costs. However, their key contributions relate to the 
adaptation of urban areas. Urban tree canopies cool down urban heat islands, also during more frequent heat waves, and offer pockets of shade for residents. Urban forests also help 
regulate stormwater, jointly with a series of other ecosystem services. They also restore disturbed biodiversity and make place for non-human species in cities. In addition, urban forests 
are increasingly  affected by global warming, through extended periods of droughts, more frequent occurrence of pests and diseases, and extreme weather events. In recognition of these 
and other urban forest benefits, large-scale tree planting in urban areas has been recommended internationally, nationally, and locally.

The necessity to develop urban forestry goes hand-in-hand with the continual need to transform urban building typologies (a key assignment for forest urbanism) – to reduce carbon 
emissions and respond to new ways of inhabiting cities. The overarching challenge of how to accommodate more urban populations with the simultaneous development of more urban 
nature demands radical rethinking of paradigms. Settling with and within forests occurred for millennia and still does in different parts of the world. The contemporary challenge is to 
envision a robust forest urbanism that redefines ways of living and stewardship of the environment, taking into account the ecological as well as the social side of this challenge, hence 
the dual term forest urbanism and urban forestry.

Planning/planting, designing, and managing resilient urban forests and forest urbanisms that contribute to global warming mitigation and adaptation requires interdisciplinary 
collaboration. Central questions to be addressed include: What do we know about the mitigation and adaptation benefits of urban forestry? How can the climate benefits of urban forests be 
optimised through governance, planning, design, establishment, and management? What integrative and innovative approaches can be developed, for example, in collaboration between (urban) 
forestry, urbanism, (landscape) architecture, ecology, sociology and other fields? What do the green and climate-resilient cities of the future look like, how are they actually made? How can large-scale 
tree planting and afforestation be embedded in sustainable and socially-inclusive urban forestry programs? Which new forms of forest urbanisms can be developed?

This international conference will discuss these and other questions, both from a science, policy, and practice perspective. It will be hosted in Leuven / Brussels by a partnership of Belgian 
universities with the support of the Francqui Foundation. The event invites presentations on research, policy, and practice cases from across the world.

OVERALL PROGRAM
There will be keynote addresses for each of the days and panels of participants will be organized with ample time for discussion.
Day 1, June 27: The science of urban forests, forest urbanism and global warming
Day 2, June 28: The design and policy-making of urban forests, forest urbanism and global warming
Day 3, June 29: The planned/planted precedents, models and implementation of evidence-based approaches of the design and management of  urban forests and forest urbanisms 

CALL FOR PAPERS
Abstracts can be submitted on all aspects of the relations between urban forests, forest urbanism and global warming. Presenters can select one of the three themes under which their 
contribution fits best. The abstracts should be maximum 500-words, include up to 5 keywords and a 50-word biography of the author(s), including affiliation. If accepted, papers should 
be maximum 3000 words (including references), up to 6 images and a bibliography (Chicago reference style). All abstracts will be peer-reviewed and papers will receive comments on 
drafts.  Abstracts and papers are to be sent to: 
Kelly Shannon (kelly.shannon@kuleuven.be); Cecil Konijnendijk (cecil.konijnendijk@ubc.ca); Khalda El Jack (khaldaimadmubarak.eljack@kuleuven.be)

TIMING
30 November 2021   Launch of call       
15 January 2022   Deadline for abstracts       
30 January 2022   Notification of acceptance      
31 March 2022   Draft of paper        
15 April 2022   Comments on paper       
01 June 2022   Final paper for consideration in a special issue peer-review journal/ proceedings  

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Philippe Baret, ELI, ELIA, UCLouvain
Chiara Cavalieri, LAB, UCLouvain
Bruno De Meulder, OSA, KULeuven
Cecil Konijnendijk, UBC (Canada) - (Co-chair)
Hans Leinfelder, P.PUL, KULeuven
Christian Messier, UQO and UQAM (Canada)
Bart Muys, FORECOMAN, KULeuven
Bruno Notteboom, P.PUL, KULeuven
Kelly Shannon, OSA, KULeuven - (Co-chair)
Ben Somers, RESECO, KULeuven 
Caroline Vincke, ELI, ELIE, UCLouvain
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