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Cities have become the focus of sustainability issues as they are major consumers and distributors of goods
and services. They have an ecological impact much beyond their geographic locations. Calls for humankind
to reconnect with nature to forward sustainability and resilience cannot be ignored anymore. Therefore, we
have to re-connect with nature in our social and ecological systems, to the urban landscapes, to fight against
environmental crises in our cities. There is an urgent need to transform our cities towards a more intact and
resilient urban nature for a better future of our citizens. Interventions that respond to certain everyday needs
of people in their public spaces can have multiple catalysing benefits for urban communities. Besides the
tangible improvement of the environment, socio-ecological design, innovation practices in public spaces
strengthen community cohesion, awareness of the common good, and finally the motivation towards
further engagement in spatial transformation processes. 

Landscape Architects together with associated disciplines can make the difference. We understand
nature and public space as a real-world laboratory where we interact with citizens and in transdisciplinary
contexts. Therefore we invite neighbouring disciplines, academics, citizens and public officials to our
networking event.

16.00-16.05

16.05-16.15

16.15-16.25

16.25-16.35

16.35-16.45

16.55-17.10

17.10-17.25

17.30

Programme

Photos: IFLA Europe Pecha Kucha 2021
Source: Swedish Architects/Landskapslaget and MARK Finland/LOCI
Layout: Daniela Micanovic-Franckx, IFLA Europe Executive Secretary 

Introduction to the topic and context - 5 theses of creative urban transformation, 
Prof. Didier Vancutsem, Vice-President Professional Practice IFLA Europe

5 discussants
Challenges of urban reconstruction, Dr Haris Piplas, IFLA Europe NEB Working
Group, Drees & Sommer

Living Soils- Landscape Architecture as transformative discipline, Henri Bava,
Agence TER Paris, FFP France

The voice of the Urban Water manager, Stefan Werner, Ramboll Copenhagen

The Voice of Cities, Christian Hübel, City of Mannheim

The Voice of the Region, Cécile Diguet, Urban and Territorial Planning
Department Institut Paris Region

 South-East Asia, Azmizam Abdul Rashid, Urbanice Malaysia
 China, Nicholas You Guangzhou Institute for Urban Innovation
 Africa, Jane Anyango, Global Peace Ambassador, Kenya 

3 Respondents

Q&A and discussion

Summary and conclusions, Dr. Haris Piplas & Prof. Didier Vancutsem
Closing
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17.25-17.30


