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INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1. Purpose and scope of the Survey 

The aim of the Report was to collect data about the state of the Landscape Architect’s profession in IFLA Europe 

member countries. The state of the profession was examined in terms of the state of regulation of the profession 

and the scope of its performance, the current condition of the profession and the problems of mobility within the 

profession in other countries.  

The Survey covered both the countries where the profession is regulated at the national level and countries where 

the profession is not regulated. In the first case, the aim was to identify the stage of the regulation process of the 

profession and the problems it encounters. In the second case, the aim was to get acquainted with the process and 

the method of regulation. An important factor in relation to the condition of the profession in Europe was the 

comparison of the state of the profession among countries with regulated and unregulated statuses.  

The third issue concerning the regulation of the profession in non-regulated countries was related to the state of 
recognition process and the problems encountered. In countries where the profession is regulated, the question 
mostly related to the protection of the title, protection of the profession and the rules of access to the profession. The 
main goal of this Report is to be used to advance the profession and for IFLA Europe to have a complete picture of the 
Landscape Architecture profession among its members. 

 

1.2 Method  

In order to collect the data, a questionnaire was prepared and sent to all Delegates of the National Associations (IFLA 

EUROPE members) in July 2020 (Appendix No. 1). The questionnaire was divided in two sections regarding the status 

of the profession: regulated and not regulated. 

The questions contained in the questionnaire were related to: 

1. The profile of the National Association 

2. The role and effectiveness of the National Association in individual countries  

3. The state of the profession regulation and procedure or activities carried out (in order to have the profession 
recognised)  

4. The current condition and the role of the profession   

5. The problem of mobility within the profession in other countries.  

 

The data were collected from questionnaire filled out by the National Associations and they were compiled into 
separate documents for the regulated and non-regulated countries.   They were collected in several calls:  
  
First call:  20 July 2020 
First responses: 8 August 2020 
Second Call:  4 November 2020 
Third Call:  10 April 2021 
Fourth Call:  8 June 2021 
Draft report sent for comments: 10 April 2021 
Final report submission:  September 2021 
 
A statistical analysis was made using Microsoft Excel 365 program. The results for each question represent written 
answers given by the Delegates. The percentages of the results are based on the total number of answers per question. 
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When answers from Delegates provided additional information to the particular question, there were mentioned as 
notes below the charts. 
The charts were used to have a more complete and clear presentation of the IFLA Europe member countries and to 

compare the answers among them. The final report is presented in diagrams which illustrate answers to individual 

replies that were received from 31 countries. Since the replies and feedback to questions 3.i.a and 4.i given in the 

Survey were very different and taking into consideration complex situation in individual countries, they were 

presented in a table.  

 
1.3. General Information  

The state of the profession regulation has been analysed for several years and in several different activities. The first 

studies were carried out as part of the Professional Qualifications Directive (PQD) project1conducted during the period 

2012 – 2019, managed by Fritz Auweck. The work was taken over by the Professional Recognition Assistance (PRA) 

Working Group (Fritz Auweck, Tony Williams, Herman Georg Gunnlaugsson, Urszula Forczek-Brataniec) which was set 

up to support the efforts of IFLA Europe member countries to regulate the profession.   

A Report on Professional Recognition of Landscape Architects was prepared by Michael Oldham2  in July 2019 in the 

framework of the Work Programme of the Council of Europe for the implementation of the European Landscape 

Convention.  

Professional Requirements and Education Possibilities (PREP) Survey/IFLA Database project was initiated at IFLA World 

level by Carlo Bruschi and Andreja Tutundzic to provide information about existing landscape architecture 

programmes and professional practice requirements across Europe. The PREP Survey/IFLA Database was aimed to 

promote the recognition of Landscape Architects. 

Prior to this Survey, the state of the profession regulation was as follows (based on the PRA Report 2019) 1:  

13 countries regulated at the EU level (published in EC Database of regulated professions) 
2 countries regulated at national level  
22 countries not regulated, including 4 countries outside the Chamber system: Denmark, Finland, Sweden and 
Norway do not have a Chamber system. Their professional system is based on direct legal attachments 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Auweck, F. 2015. Report Professional Qualification Directive (PQD) activities . IFLA EUROPE archive 
Auweck, F. 2014. Report Professional Qualification Directive (PQD) Working Group. IFLA EUROPE archive 
Auweck, F. 2013. Report Professional Qualifications Directive. . IFLA EUROPE archive 
Auweck, F. 2012. Integration of the Profession of Landscape  Architects into the Regime of Automatic Recognition under the 
Professional Qualifications Directive (2005/36/EC, PQD).  IFLA EUROPE archive 
Auweck,F.  Forczek‐Brataniec U. 2019. Regulation Profession  Landscape  Architects in IFLA Europe on 2020-01-14. IFLA EUROPE 
archive 
 
2Oldham, M. 2019. Professional Recognition of Landscape  Architects, Reference report. 10th Council of Europe Conference on 
the European Landscape Convention, Strasbourg, 7th May, 2019. 
3 Gunnlaugsson, H., Van Melle, E. 2019. What Makes the unique situation in the Nordic countries? Report of the PRA team. IFLA 
EUROPE archives. 
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Table. 1. State of regulation of the profession in IFLA Europe member states before of the approaching to this report, 

based on the PRA Report 1 

a/a   EU/ 
outside 
EU 

Profession Landscape Architect -
Regulated 

Non-regulated 

Chamber system No Chamber system 

Regulated at EU 
level  

Regulated at national 
level 

Non regulated –
Chamber system 

Non regulated – non-
chamber system  

1. EU Czech Republic Austria Belgium Denmark 

2.  France  Bulgaria Finland 

3.  Germany  Croatia Sweden 

4.  Hungary  Estonia  

5.  Italy  Greece  

6.  Luxembourg  Ireland  

7.  Netherlands  Latvia  

8.  Slovakia  Lithuania  

9.  Slovenia  Poland  

10.    Porugal  

11.    Romania  

12.    Spain  

      

1.  Outside EU Iceland Israel Russia Norway 

2.  Switzerland 
(Geneva Region) 

 Serbia  

3.  United Kingdom  Turkey  

4.    Ukraine  

 
The responses to the questionnaire indicated new countries where the profession is regulated at national level: 
Estonia, Serbia and Turkey. Up to date (24 September 2021) this has not been confirmed by the official position of 
the National Associations from Estonia and Serbia. Nevertheless, this information was taken into account and 
included in the group of countries with a regulated status of the profession. 
 
13 countries regulated at the EU level,  
5 countries regulated only at the national level  
19 countries not regulated, including 4 countries outside the Chamber system 
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Map 01. Countries with regulated profession at EU Level (listed in EC Database of Regulated Professions) 
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Map 02. Countries with non-regulated profession at EU Level or National level 
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Map. 03. Countries regulated on National level (not in EU sense) 
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Table. 2. State of regulation of the profession in IFLA Europe member states on 24 September 2021 based on this 
survey (September 2020-September 2021) 

LP.  EU/ 
outside 
EU 

Profession Landscape Architect regulated not regulated 
Chamber system No Chamber system 

Regulated on the EU 
level  

Regulated on the 
national level 

Not regulated –
Chamber system 

Not regulated – non 
Chamber system  

1.  EU Czech Republic Austria Belgium Denmark 

2.  France Estonia* Bulgaria Finland 

3.  Germany  Croatia Sweden 

4.  Hungary  Estonia  

5.  Italy  Greece  

6.  Luxembourg  Ireland  

7.  Netherlands  Latvia  

8.  Slovakia  Lithuania  

9.  Slovenia  Poland  

10.    Porugal  

11.    Romania  

12.    Spain  

      

1.  Outside 

EU 
Iceland Israel Russia Norway 

2.  Switzerland (Geneve 
Region) 

Serbia*   

3.  United Kingdom Turkey   

4.    Ukraine  

* No official confirmation from the National Association on 24 September 2021 

Therefore, in the report, the group of countries with a regulated profession includes Czech Republic, France, 

Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Slovakia, Slovenia, Iceland, Switzerland (Geneva Region), United 

Kingdom, Austria, Estonia, Serbia and Turkey.  The following IFLA EUROPE members did not respond in the PRA 

survey: Slovakia, Switzerland.  

 

The group of countries with non-regulated profession includes:  Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Ireland, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Spain, Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Russia, Ukraine. Ukraine did not respond to the 
survey.  
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RESULTS OF THE PRA SURVEY 
1. National Association Profile: Profile of members  

 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belgium

Denmark

Spain

Portugal

Greece

Sweden

Croatia

Romania

Finland

Norway

Lithuania

Latvia

Poland

Bulgaria

Ireland

Russia

Landscape architects

Architects

Landscape and Garden Architects

Urban/ landscape planners

Interior architects

Others working in LA ( e.g. Agronomists)

Lanadscape management and Garden construction engineers
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b) Countries where the profession is regulated  

 

 

 

 

Notes:  

In Spain and Greece, Landscape Architects are mostly agricultural engineers or architects with a master's degree in 

landscape architecture.  

In Czech Republic and Belgium, they are called ‘Landscape and Garden Architects’. 
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Hungary
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France
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Estonia
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Netherlands
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Landscape architects
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2. The Role of the National Association regarding the landscape design and planning strategic decisions.  

2i. Does the association have a real impact on strategic landscape decisions? 

 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated. 

 

 

b) Countries where the profession is regulated.  

 

 
 

Sweden
Finland
Norway
Bulgaria
Russia

Denmark
Portugal

Latvia
Portugal
Lithuania

Poland
Ireland

Belgium
Spain

Greece
Croatria
Romania

Real impact

Through public / political debates

The impact grows stronger

Impact but not enough

Not big impact

Not impact/ formal recognition

29.41%

5.88%

11.76%

29.41%

11.76%

11.76%

Germany
Hungary
Estonia

United Kingdom

France

Israel
Netherland

Serbia

Slovenia

Italy
Luxembourgh

Turkey
Austria

Real impact

The impact grows stronger

Impact but not enough

Not big impact

Not impact/ formal recognition

33.33%

26.67%

26.67%

6.67%

6.67%
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3. The status of the regulation of Landscape Architect profession  

3i.a. What stage/progress are you in the profession regulation process?  
Countries where the profession is not regulated. 

No Country Stage/Progress  
1.  Belgium A working group was set up in March 2020 in order to finalize our request for this national recognition. A 

national survey is currently online, in order to better understand how the profession of landscape architect 
is practiced in Belgium, you will find the link on our website www.abajp.be. 

2.  Denmark  We only have a title (MDL) that members only can use but which isn’t protected but which help recognizing 
the level of qualification 

3.  Spain Stable situation: We continue without recognition of any kind 
4.  Portugal APAP initiated the process to become a professional Council in 1999, still waiting for a response. 

5.  Greece All attempts done in the past for the regulation of the Profession at a national level have failed due to 
strong rights of the Technical Chamber (including  Architects and Engineers) and the Geotechnical Chamber 
of Greece. The strong opposition of the Chambers is enhanced by the nonexistence of undergraduate 
studies in Greece to secure the profession’s prestige. 

6.  Sweden  Our profession is not formally recognized in Sweden. However, ArchitectsLandscape  Architects have a 
strong position in Sweden because we have a high knowledge level, and our services is valued and 
requested on the market. Of course, there is a competition from other professions, but it is not as strong as 
in other countries. 

7.  Croatia The Profession is not regulated. Experts who are already members of the Chamber of  Architects and 
experts who passed the Ministry of Physical Planning, Construction and State Assets national exam are 
declared as associate experts in the process of landscape design, project, and planning. Ministry declares 
only one type of project/document reserved for  ArchitectsLandscape  Architects can produce on its own, 
an elaborate that can be made for architectural project if there is a specific need for it. Also, the same type 
can be produced by  Architects as well. 

8.  Romania Until now, AsoP Romania had several discussions with national partners (Ministry of Development, Ministry 
of Environment, Ministry of Culture, members of the Romanian Parliament, etc.) about the development of 
a dedicated legislation to regulate the landscape architect profession. Our organization accumulated a lot 
of experience regarding the Romanian legislative process, and it is considering starting in the near future 
the process of regulating the landscape architect profession. 

9.  Finland The profession is not regulated in Finland. 

10.  Norway Title not protected. Landscape Architect businesses with personal approved qualification can obtain 
planning and building approval from the building authorities according to the Norwegian building 
legislation. 

11.  Lithuania The profession of landscape architect is listed in the ILO classification, Lithuanian version. LA studies are a 
separate study direction (P10) in the group of Arts studies, in the national register of study directions. The 
title of LA is not protected, state register does not exist. Professional activities are not reserved, 
consequently specific requirements not outlined. The Law of Green Plantings regulates the Project Manager 
title for Green Planting projects where LA is among other listed professions to acquire this licence 

12.  Latvia We have professional standard. Certification system is in process from internal ‘diploma’ type certificate to 
get national accreditation. No state register. No reserved activities. No rights in construction design. Park 
designs are led by  Architects and road Engineers. Spatial planning including landscape planning is not 
regulated in Latvia and many of Landscape  Architects work in planning. 

13.  Poland The regulation is an ongoing struggle and there’s not much chance of it happening any time soon. Several 
professions were deregulated in recent years, including urban planners 

14.  Bulgaria A kind of regulation: to practice the occupation of a project designer (or to present a project as an 
individual landscape architect) it is necessary a certificate/license from Bulgarian  Architects’ Chamber 
(where both  Architects, town planners and Landscape  Architects belong to, according to a law). 

15.  Ireland We are unregulated by law as  Landscape  Architects. However, we are able to use the title ‘landscape 
Architect’ after ensuring that the Building Control Act of 2007 did not limit the use of the title.  
We made the following presentations to the Ministry for Culture in February 2021 
National Landscape Strategy Event 
National Landscape Strategy Implementation Proposals 
Yet we await further dialogue and are actively campaigning. 
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16.  Russia The profession is included in the state register of professions, faculties in universities have been opened, 
the state standard of the profession has been approved by the order of the Ministry of Labor and social 
protection of the Russian Federation dated January 29, 2019 N 48n 

 
3i. b) Countries where the profession is regulated: Can you describe the procedure or actions taken in order 
the profession to be established and regulated? 
 
Countries where the profession is regulated. 

 

 

 
Notes: 
1. Hungary: specific licences are required per scientific field. Apart from the basic design LICENCE (License 'K’) to act 
as an independent, individual landscape architect, there are many types of LICENCE related to LA profession and 
degree. (e.g. local green space and landscape planning (License 'TK'), landscape and garden design (License 'K'), nature 
conservation, wildlife protection expertise (License 'SZTV')).  
2.Turkey points out the need for the clear definition of landscape architect's tasks at national level: «The most 
important process to increase the recognition of the profession in practice is to eliminate the existing deficiencies of 
landscape architecture and landscape architect definitions in the national spatial planning legislation. In the national 
legislation, the fields of activity of landscape architecture are quite insufficient. While the application areas of 

12.50%

4.17%

16.67%

20.83%

12.50%

12.50%

12.50%

8.33%

To enshrine in the Architect's
Law/Regulated at the respective State
Architect's Law

Revision of the Architect's professional
order in order to incorporate
Landscape Architects

Msc/MA Degree in L.A.& 2years prof.
experience

Join the Chamber of
Architects/Engineers

Licences per expertise field are
required (e.g. environmental
protection, archaeological heritage)/
Occupational qualification
Gain a strong level of political support
(least the minister concerned with
landscape policy)

Lobby with different influential
parliamentary groups/architect unions

The title "Landscape Architect" listed
as Academic title

Germany
Netherlands
Iceland

Italy

Hungary
Estonia
Serbia

Hungary
Slovenia
Turkey
Austria
Serbia

Hungary
Austria
Netherlands
Iceland

France
Estonia
Iceland

Luxembourg
France
Estonia

United Kingdom
Serbia

mailto:secretariat@iflaeurope.eu
http://www.iflaeurope.eu/


 

 
WAO rue Lambert Crickx 19, 1070 Brussels, Belgium +32 492 319 451 

Email: secretariat@iflaeurope.eu, Website: www.iflaeurope.eu  

 

architecture, city planning and construction are well defined, the fields of landscape architecture are often either 
undefined, under-defined or included in general terms in the national legislation as being among the jobs of another 
profession". 
3.Estonia creates a qualification system which links life-long learning system and the labour market. They had also the 
consent from the Architects’ union to sign the projects for certain design objects (playgrounds, sports facilities, terrace, 
fountain, monuments etc) that need the building permit. The qualification system has also  
related to building law and planning law". They have the right to sign landscape projects, but at the same time 
architects have these same rights too. 
4.United Kingdom: Specifically mentions: “Accreditation of universities; Competency Framework/P2C; Code of 
Conduct, CPD, Complaints Procedures, Register of Members; Registered Practice Scheme; By-laws to regulate the levels 
of membership levels; ‘chartered landscape architect’ is a protected title”. 
5. Serbia: It gives emphasis to the Academic title: “Ensuring that the title “Landscape architect” listed in the “Regulation 
of the Professional, Academic and Scientific Titles”, brought by National Council for Higher education, 2012; Profession 
is additionally listed as academic title with the Ministry of Education recently, in scope of harmonisation of domestic 
classification of with International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED), in 2020”.  
Landscape  Architects (LAs) in Serbia are entitled for (4) different types of licences, for which graduated LAs have rights: 
1- Landscape designer 2 - Landscape constructor 3 - Urban planner (incl. urban design) and 4 - Spatial planner. For the 
number (1)  Architects also have the same rights, and for the number (2) Civil Engineers too. For numbers (3) and (4), 
LAs share the possibility along with  Architects and Spatial planners. 
 

3ii.a) Regarding the regulation of profession, does your Association make any activities to reach 
professional recognition by influencing responsible institutions. 
 
Countries where the profession is not regulated. 

 

 

 
Notes  
1: This question was not applied for the regulated countries. 
2: Finland: Is working on task list and qualifications for the Landscape Architects in Finland. MARK is looking into FISE 
qualification system as part of renewing the qualifications of the whole landscape industries in Finland (VYL).  
3.Norway: The association co-works with Architects and interior Architects on local and state building policies, but 
only in official hearings. 

21.43%

7.14%

42.86%

7.14%

14.29%

7.14%

A working group  for national recognition /
lobbying

A national survey to understand the
professional situation

Contact with ministry officers / Chamber of
architects

Went to court against present legislation

Involvement in legislation development with
other institutions

Organize L.A annual competitions

Yes 75%

No 25%

Belgium
Romania
Lithuania

Romania
Latvia

Spain
Greece
Croatia
Lithuania

Belgium

Greece

Iceland
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3ii. b) Name three main reasons for the good-better-reasonable professional situation of Landscape 
Architects in your country. 
 
Countries where the profession is regulated. 
 

 
 
Note: This question was not applied to the non-regulated countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11.11%

7.41%

3.70%

7.41%

3.70%

11.11%

11.11%

18.52%

3.70%

11.11%

3.70%

3.70%
3.70%

Common basis training

Qualification system

High quality of work

Confidence in the professional group

More importance or influence on law making /
politics

Mandatory nature of landscape projects

Protecting the professional competences of the
landscape architect

Social appreciation

Higher financial appreciation

Better cooperation with architects and urban
planers

Better identification of landscape architects

Regulation of conduct and competencies

Registered in Chamber

Germany
Italy
Chech Republic

Hungary

Hungary
Austria
Netherlands
Chech Republic
Iceland

Italy
Luxembourgh
Turkey

Italy
Luxembourgh
Netherlands

Germany

Germany
France

Netherlands

Estonia
Serbia

Hungary
Estonia
Netherlands

France

United Kingdom

Austria
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3iii. Name the main obstacles/problems that you recognised during the procedure of professional 
accreditation and regulation procedure. 
 
Countries where the profession is not regulated 
 

 
 
Notes 
1. Bulgaria: Ministry of Education (leading institution of profession regulation) supports easier professions which 
have international regulation (medicine specialists, Architects) and the process for professions without international 
regulation is very difficult. 
 
 
 
 
 

17.86%

17.86%

17.86%7.14%

3.57%

3.57%

7.14%

3.57%

3.57%

3.57%

3.57%

7.14%

3.57%

Opposition from the architects

Low support from political level

The work of landscape architects is currently
carried out by other professionals

Problem with accepting a new profession

There is not an Undergraduate Program of
Studies in Landscape Architecture

Misunderstanding of professional /educational
rights

Our profession is established and respected

Landscape architecture is treated as not
technical profession

The content of the education of L.A is not
decided by LA.

The process of recognition does not exist

No financing, no lobby

Long and difficult accreditation program
procedure by the National Evaluation
Accreditation Agency
Public projects with the lower offer are
promoted, as a result the quality of work is
low.

Belgium
Spain
Greece
Bulgaria
Ireland

Belgium
Spain
Greece
Croatia
Ireland

Spain
Greece
Romania
Poland
Ireland

Portugal
Romania

Greece

Croatia

Sweden
Norway

Finland

Lithuania

Latvia

Bulgaria
Russia

Russia

Greece
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3iv. Name three main reasons for the unsatisfactory professional situation of Landscape Architects in your 
country. 
 
Countries where the profession is not regulated 
 

 
 
 

6.25%

21.88%

3.13%

6.25%

12.50%9.38%3.13%

3.13%

3.13%

3.13%

9.38%

6.25%

3.13%

3.13%

6.25%

Restricted official professional recognition in public
markets/restricted authorization to sign official
project plans
Leadership/ Low recognition-awareness level by
architects

Less or late involvement of L.A. in projects

Low budget on landscape projects/ regulated by the
free market

No legal framework for landscape and landscape
architect's profession and activities definition

Confusion of L.A. with gardeners

Not belonging to a Chamber

Lack of standardisation of the profession

Landscape architects can not be permantly hired in
public Administration

Nonexistence of education in the primary and
secondary school & University (undergraduate level)

Very strong Engineers and Agronomists-Foresters
Chambers competing for similar rights

Unsufficient quality of education (unstable LA
studies/ content)

Lack of landscape architects in municipal
administration to accept / regulate landscape
projects
Other specialists (agronomist etc) / people without
qualification implement landscape projects

Lack of political understanding of the profession.

Belgium
Latvia

Belgium
Spain
Romania
Lithuania
Latvia
Poland
Bulgaria

Finland
Lithuania

Greece

Spain
Romania
Poland

Spain
Romania
Lithuania
Poland

Denmark 
Croatia

Denmark

Greece
Ireland
Russia

Romania

Portugal

Bulgaria

Ireland
Russia
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4. The Landscape Architect profession – current situation (role)  

4i. Describe the role of Landscape Architect profession in your country, in any public or private project. 
Please mention all national laws (if any) that shape the current situation or role (in terms of number, year, 
and scope of the law). 
a) Countries where profession is not regulated. 

 

 
 
Notes: The most popular answers were: 

No Country Most popular answers 
1 Denmark, Portugal, Sweden, Croatia, 

Romania 
Work in landscape planning (strategies, regulations) projects 

2 Denmark, Greece, Sweden, Croatia, 
Romania, Finland, Norway, Lithuania, 
Poland 

Work in public projects (leader or co - working). This specific mention of 
Landscape Architect’s involvement in public projects (under circumstances) 
was given by these countries. 

3 Belgium, Denmark, Spain, Portugal, 
Greece, Croatia, Romania, Finland, 
Norway 

Work in interdisciplinary teams. This specific mention of Landscape 
Architect’s participation in interdisciplinary teams (under circumstances) 
was given by these countries. 

 
National laws 

No Country National laws 

1 Spain In public projects, the absence of professional recognition means that the presence of LA is not required 
even in competitions that in other countries would be led by an LA. AEP continually works to challenge 
contests or at least get a LA required from the start of the design process. 

2 Portugal The legislation establishes the Services provided by the architect and landscaper in the scope of urbanism 
and landscape planning. Norma Portuguesa 4526/2019, 09 de outubro (wich revises the Norma 
Portuguesa 4526/2014). 
Landscape Architects are specifically listed as qualified for the development of hardscape, landscape and 
sports and leisure infrastructure projects.   
The law defines the technical professional qualifications for project development, project coordination, 
construction oversight and construction inspection. The Law specifies that only four professions are 
qualified to elaborate construction projects:  Architects, Landscape Architects. 
The law defines that multi-disciplinary teams for developing territorial management plans for natural 
parks and natural reserves must include a Landscape Architect; all new construction projects within 
Natural Parks or Natural Reserves limits must include a Landscape Architecture project for its integration.  
The law defines that multi-disciplinary teams for developing urbanization plans, detail plans and allotment 
operations’ projects must include a Landscape Architect. 
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3 Greece BSC architect/engineer (optional MLA landscape architecture) is granted the right by law to plan and 
design everything except the plantings and the BSc agriculturist//forester (optional MLA landscape 
architecture) can design the planting scheme.  

4 Sweden The landscape architect follows both national law and regulations, as well as policy defined by the 
municipality or region.  
Our Plan and Building Law 2010:900 (Plan- och bygglagen) regulates the process and the planning of land. 
Our Environmental Law (Miljöbalken) regulates issues of environmental issues.  
We also have the LOU, The Law of Puplic Procurement, that regulates how public authorities and 
municipalities procure services. Policies are often formed by the Swedish Agency for housing, building, and 
planning (Boverket) and can be further developed locally. The policies can for example guide accessibility 
regulation, playground safety, material, distances, and measurements etc. The client can also provide 
construction standards that the landscape architect needs to consider in the detailed drawing process. 
Municipalities often have their own policies that has to be followed. 

5 Croatia The role of LA profession is reduced on the soft scaping, making planting plans for public and private 
projects. Rarely as an associate in urban planning, in most cases for making environmental and spatial 
analysis. Hardscaping only in collaboration with  Architects and civil Engineers. National laws that describe 
profession duties: on Physical Planning and Building Tasks and Activities. Also, statute of the Croatian 
Chamber of  Architects which is in the final stages of new changes and has not implemented any change in 
terms of LA profession. 

6 Romania Landscape Architects can be involved in developing both private and public space, but their involvement is 
contextual, and it is depending often on the decision of others ( Architects, urban planners, public 
administration representatives, etc.). In the near future it is expected that the role of the landscape 
architect will be better determined and supported. 
Romanian laws that shape the current role of Landscape Architects: 

• Law no. 50/1991  

• on the authorization of the implementation of construction works 

• currently under the codification of the legislation on territorial and urban planning, construction 
field 

• Law no. 184/2001  

• regarding the organization and practice of the profession of Architect. Law of the profession of 
Architect 

• Law no. 350/2001  

• on spatial and urban planning 

• currently under the codification of the legislation on territorial and urban planning, construction 
field 

• Law no. 422/2001  

• on the protection of historical monuments 

• currently under the codification of the legislation on cultural heritage 

• Law no. 24/2007  

• regulating the administration of green spaces in urban areas 

• currently under modification within the Romanian Parliament 

• Law no. 153/2017  

• on the remuneration of staff paid from public funds. 

7 Finland Bidding processes of the governmental, regional level and municipal level projects are in important role 
defining who is doing landscape design and spatial planning. 

8 Norway LAs are recognized within the Planning and Building Act, limited of course to landscape projects, and 
project management. 

9 Latvia Law on Authorship - design in blueprint and realised object. 

10 Poland Building law (Ustawa Prawo budowlane) does not mention Landscape  Architects. 

11 Bulgaria o Law for Architects’ and Investment Engineers’ Chambers (2003)– regulate projects’ working out. 
Two Chambers: Chamber of  Architects in Bulgaria ( Architects, town planners and Landscape  Architects) 
and Chamber of Engineers in investment designing. 
o Law on Territory Planning (2001, replaces law with other title) – regulate the planning and 
construction at town/city country levels. The main subject of LA is described as Park arrangement and civil 
works. 
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o Law of Planning and Construction of Sofia municipality (2007) (as the biggest city Sofia’s Master 
plan is a law) 
o Environment Protection law (2002) (EIA and SEA) 
o Protected Areas Law (1999) 
o Public Procurement Law (2016) 
o Some Ministies’ (normatives in investment process) and Cities’ administrative acts (construction 
and protection of green areas at municipal level). 

 
b) Countries where the profession is regulated 
  

 
National laws 

No Country National laws 

1 Luxembourg The law of the 2.09.2011 describes the access to some liberal professions as  Landscape  Architects or 
landscape Engineers. Landscape  Architects are involved in all kind of projects with surroundings as well 
in public or private projects. 
 

2 France Law no. 2016-1087 of 8 August 2016 for reclaiming biodiversity, nature and landscape, article 174, 
recognizing the title of landscape architect (paysagiste concepteur) with a minimum of 5 years after the 
baccalaureate. + an application decree and two decrees -ELAN law (PAPE) 24 November 2018, article 2: 
Mandatory intervention of a landscape architect (or architect) for the establishment of the architectural 
and landscape architectural project (PAPE) of a permit to develop a plot of land with a surface area of 
more than 2500 m². - Decree n°2016-206 of 26 February 2016 setting the conditions of access and the 
terms and conditions of organization of competitive examinations for the recruitment of territorial 
Engineers. - 2019: Introduction of the title of Paysagiste concepteur (translation : landscape architect) in 
the European Commission's database of regulated professions. The document includes the English 
translation of: Paysagiste concepteur = Landscape architect. The term "Landscape designer" is reserved 
for holders of bachelor's degrees. 

3 Slovenia Building law prescribes that the project manager must be from the profession that predominates in the 
project... it is not prescribed for which constructions a landscape architecture plan is required. 

4 Israel The profession was recognized in the year 1951 by the government and it is a registered by the low of 
architecture and engineering. 
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5 Turkey The only law directly related to the profession is the Law on the Approval of the European Landscape 
Convention dated 2003. 
Laws, regulations or communiqués containing 207 national legislation articles, clauses or subclauses 
examined by CTLA (but needing clearer expression on professional activities). 
Landscape Architecture examined all the legislation in the country in 2019, and determined 207 
legislation articles, clauses or clauses that should be explained landscape architect and / or landscape 
architecture works. 
The important ones (first 16) of the laws, regulations or communiqués in which these 207 legislative 
articles, paragraphs or sub-clauses are included are listed below (without order of importance). 
- Planned Areas Zoning Regulation (Year: 2017, Number: 30113) 
- Development law (Year: 1985, Number: 3194) 
- Spatial Plans Production Regulation (Year: 2014, Number: 29030) 
- Public Procurement Law (Year: 2002, Number: 4734) 
- State Procurement Law (Year: 1983, Number: 2886) 
- Municipal Law (Year: 2005, Number: 5393) 
- Law on Conservation of Cultural and Natural Heritage (Year: 1983, Number: 2863) 
- National Parks Law (Year: 1983, Number: 2873) 
- Coastal Law (Year: 1990, Number: 3621) 
- Recreation Areas Regulation (Year: 2013, Number: 28578) 
- Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation (Year: 2014, Number: 29186) 
- Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulation (Year: 2017, Number: 30032) 
- Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and  Architects Chamber of  Architects Independent 
Architecture Services Application, Registration and Professional Audit Regulation (Year: 2005, Issue:?) 
- Building Inspection Application Regulation (Year: 2008, Number: 26778) 
- Regulation on Reclamation of Lands Degraded by Mining Activities (Year: 2010, Number: 27471) 

6 Estonia In private projects the profession is not really regulated, but for public building there are certain objects 
in the Building Code  (2015) that are regulated and they need building permit (the list is in the annex: 
Annex 1 of Building Code). In the building code § 13 are written requirements for building design 
documentation, which are established by a legislative act of minister. In that act it is written that one 
part of the building design is landscape architecture. In the Building Code is established § 23.  the 
definition of competent person.  (4) A person who holds a professional certificate or a certificate of 
competency is deemed to be qualified to perform any work covered by the certificate. (5) In the cases 
provided and in relation to the areas of activity specified in this Code, the qualification of the competent 
person must be certified. This is how our occupational qualifications system comes now into the Building 
Code. We as Landscape  Architects can prove our qualification with the certificate and therefore can be 
qualified for the specific tasks. Those tasks have been also listed in our qualification standard: 
Occupational Qualification Standards: Landscape Architect, EstQF Level 7  

7 Austria Federal Act on Civil Engineers (Ziviltechnikergesetz 2019) Federal Trade Law Act (Gewerbeordnung 1994) 
Federal Public Procurement Act (Bundesvergabegesetz 2018) Federal environmental impact assessment 
law (Umweltverträglichkeitsprüfungsgesetz 2000).On the level of the federal states: Spatial Planning Acts 
(Raumordnungsgesetze) Building regulation acts (Bauordnungen) Nature conservation Acts 
(Naturschutzgesetze). 

8 Chez 
Republic 

Landscape planning – no legal basis and methodology. 

9 Iceland National Planning Strategy - (Landsskipulag) Regional planning, Master plan; Site plan, EIA Environmental 
Impact Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
The Laws Planning Act (Lög nr. 123/2010) and regulation based other law´s (nr. 90/2013) 
(skipulagsreglugerð nr. 112/2012).  
Building law´s (lög um mannvirki nr. 160/2010) and building regulations. (nr. 90/2013). Based on the 
Building law LA can get permission to turn in signed landscape drawings in projects that building 
authorities require. This drawing must be signed by a Project Architect with permission to turn in building 
drawings to building authorities at municipalities. Since 1997 all LA with the protected title must take a 
test (i. Mannvirkjapróf) to be able to turn in those drawings. But all persons that graduated before 1997 
got this permission without the test. All LA that turns in those drawings must have a special design 
insurance. 
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4ii. What is the basis for practicing the profession in your country? 
 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belgium

Denmark
Spain

Greece
Sweden
Croatia

Romania
Finland
Norway
Latvia
Poland

Bulgaria

Portugal
Greece
Sweden
Finland
Latvia
Poland

Romania
Lithuania

Spain
Portugal

Lithuania

Norway
Ireland

Romania

Good practice references and projects

A master’s in architecture specialized in 
landscape planning/ Landscape 
architecture / Professional practice 

Pre- Bologna bachelor/ Bachelor &
Master in L.A.

Graduate from landscape architecture
programs or related disciplines
(architecture, urban planning,
horticulture)

Member of the national association

Licence for Project Manager for green
plantings (Municipal level)

Taking an professional exam or
examination of cases

Certificate/License from the Chamber of
Architects

3.85%

7.69%

7.69%

23.08%

42.31%

3.85%

3.85%

7.69%
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b) Countries where the profession is regulated 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Germany

Germany,
Hungary,

Luxembourgh,
France,

Slovenia,
Israel,

Austria,
United Kingdom

Iceland

Germany,
Italy,

United Kingdom
Germany,
Hungary,
France,
Israel,

Estonia,
Austria,

France,
Slovenia,
Austria,

United Kingdom

Italy,
Hungary,

Luxembourgh,
UnitedKingdom

Netherlands,
United Kingdom

Hungary

Hungary,
Estonia,
Serbia

Czech Republic

Building permit is required

Registration in a Chamber, Ministry,
Institute

Everyone can offer and provide landscape
planning/ design services

Min. duration of studies(3-4 years)/ Min
training periods (2 years) at national or
foreign level

Taking an professional exam or
examination of cases

Formal recognition of the title/diploma

The profession is open and free to practice

For private projects no restrictions

Licences per expertise field are required
(e.g. environmental protection,
archaeological heritage)/ Occupational
qualification

To enshrine in the Architect's
Law/Regulated at the respective State
Architect's Law

23.53%

8.82%

17.65%

11.76%

5.88%

2.94%
8.82%

11.76%

2.94%

5.88%
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4iii. Does the title “Landscape Architect” exist/ if yes what is the basis for using the title of Landscape 
Architect? 
 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated 

 

 
 
In general, all non-regulated countries claim that the title exists, mainly referring to the academic one. Regarding the 
professional title in all non-regulated, it is not protected or recognized. 
  
Notes:  

No Country Detailed explanations 

1 Sweden To get a professional title you need to be a member of Architect Sweden and have received a 
graduation from any of the architecture institutions in Sweden (Bachelor and Master degree). 
You also need to proof 2 years of professional practice within the EU. If you do not have a 
graduation within any of the Swedish universities, you can also apply for a review of your 
education and Architect Sweden will decide whether you have an education similar to the 
requirements and get your title. 

2 Romanian There is no national law designating the title of landscape architect for professionals working 
in the landscape architecture field. At graduate level, AsoP Romania identified 9 different 
specifications for academic titles granted by Romanian universities that developed graduate 
study programs in landscape architecture field (last update of the study: 2017). The 
accreditation is made based on national standards that are specified for every field of studies. 
No Romanian program is recognized by IFLA Europe as national standards are sometimes 

56.00%

8.00%

20.00%

4.00%

8.00%

4.00%

BA/MSc-MA degree in Landscape Architecture

Acquired Experience

Anyone can use the title

Accreditation by the National Evaluation and Accreditation Agency.

Presence in the National Qualification of Professions and Occupations (ISCO)

Legally entitled to use the title

Belgium
Denmark
Spain
Portugal
Greece
Sweden
Croatia
Romania
Finland
Norway
Lithuania
Latvia
Poland
Bulgaria

Denmark
Sweden

Spain
Greece
Romania
Lithuania
Latvia

Bulgaria
Russia

Bulgaria

Ireland

mailto:secretariat@iflaeurope.eu
http://www.iflaeurope.eu/


 

 
WAO rue Lambert Crickx 19, 1070 Brussels, Belgium +32 492 319 451 

Email: secretariat@iflaeurope.eu, Website: www.iflaeurope.eu  

 

contradictory with IFLA Europe ones (eg:   ARACIS demands 50% courses / theoretical classes 
and 50% studio work and laboratories or seminars while IFLA Europe demands at least 50% 
studio classes / design). 

3 Finland Education is the basis. In Finnish education system, only Master’s degree on Landscape 
Architecture is leading to the title landscape architect. More and more  Landscape  Architects 
from abroad are moving and working in Finland with more various educations, backgrounds 
with bachelor degrees only and they are using the title. 

4 Norway The title is in common use in Norway, in any relevant documents and review and reference. 
You become a Landscape Architect when you have an approved exam from a landscape 
architecture program, approved by the State Education Authority. You may add Member of 
NLA, as a member of the association, but no public body may ask this for your recognition 

 
b) Countries where the profession is regulated 

 

 
 
Notes:  
 

No Country Detailed explanations 

1 Italy Yes. Master of Science (two years specialization after three years bachelor’s in architecture or 
agriculture or landscape architecture), state examination for Landscape  Architects 

2 Luxemburg Having a master’s in landscape architecture or as landscape engineer or equivalent studies. 

3 France To use the title of Paysagiste concepteur you must be registered on the list managed by the 
Ministry of Ecology. The holders of diplomas awarded by French landscape architecture schools 
on condition that they apply to the Ministry for inclusion on the list : École Nationale Supérieure 
de Paysage de Versailles-Marseille (ENSP); Écoles Nationales Supérieures d'Architecture et de 
Paysage de Bordeaux et de Lille (ENSAPBx and ENSAPL); Ingénieur from the Institut National 
d'Horticulture et de Paysage, landscape architecture option of Angers + Agrocampus Ouest 

14.29%

33.33%

33.33%

14.29%

4.76%

National Legislation  (e.g. Architects' Law, Engineering Law)

BA/MSc-MA degree in Landscape Architecture

Registration in a National Body (e.g. Ministry, Chamber, Institute)

 Acquired Experience

Title is listed as academic title with a Ministry of education

Italy
Hungary
Luxembourg
France
Turkey
Czech Republic
Iceland

Germany
Israel
Iceland

Slovenia
Turkey
Netherlands
Czech Republic
United Kingdom
Iceland

France
Czech Republic
Iceland

Serbia
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Angers - L'institut Agro ; École Nationale Supérieure de la Nature et du Paysage (ENSNP) + École 
de la Nature et du Paysage de Blois - INSA Centre Val de Loire; École Supérieure d'Architecture 
et des Jardins de Paris (ESAJ). Consultative commission : For 3 years the Ministry of Ecology set 
up a consultative commission to examine and allow candidates to use the title of Paysagiste 
concepteur according to three cases : Case 1: holders of a landscape architect diploma delivered 
by a national landscape school (minimum level Bac+5) Cases 2 and 3: not holding these diplomas 
Case n°2 : ...wishing to apply for another French diploma and/or professional experience Case 
n°3 : ...wishing to use a diploma obtained in an EU or EEA country and/or professional 
experience in one of these countries. After the dissolution of the Consultative Commission by 
the end of September 2020 : Case n°2: candidates who will not have obtained the authorization 
to bear the title after the dissolution of the commission will have to pass a VAE (Validation of 
Acquired Experience) given in a higher school of landscape architecture in order to obtain the 
title. This is a long and expensive procedure but will enable them to obtain the school's diploma. 
Another solution for case n°2 not allowed to use the title : responding to calls for tenders 
requiring Paysagiste concepteur in association with a landscape architect as defined by law. 
Case n°3 not authorized to bear the title after the dissolution of the commission: commissions 
will be set up at regional level to examine their cases. 
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4iv. Which are the main problems that Landscape Architects are facing regarding the ability to work? 
 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22.22%

29.63%

7.41%

7.41%

3.70%

7.41%

3.70%

3.70%

3.70%

3.70%
3.70%

3.70%

Struggle with other professions (e.g. architects)
about signing projects

Lack of recognition/ not ability to work as
landscape architects/excluded from
procurement
Confusion regarding the role of landscape
architect (often confounded with gardeners)

Unsufficient knowledge/ lack of experience of
newly graduated L.A.

Short timing & expectations for a landscape
project to be finished

To be involved late in the process

Policies and regulations limit the ability of
designing

Less offer of L.A. than demand and other
disciplines are doing the work in private
projects
None/ in most complex projects indesciplinary
involvement is required

Lack of respect for their work / neglecting the
green areas construction.

In country planning – neglecting the landscape 
situation, vision, planning.

Very low payment for municipal positions.

Portugal
Croatia
Romania
Poland
Bulgaria
Ireland

Belgium
Spain
Greece
Romania
Lithuania
Latvia
Poland
Ireland

Romania
Poland

Denmark
Finland

Denmark

Sweden
Russia

Finland

Norway

Bulgaria

Sweden
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b) Countries where the profession is regulated 

 
 
 

24%

15%

3%
3%

3%6%3%
3%

9%

3%

6%

6%

3%

3% 3%

3%
3% 3%

Struggle with other professions (e.g. architects) about
their respective responsibility / participation in
projects
Little recognition of the professional value/limitation
of recognised prof. skills

Circumvent the existing legislation

Not reference to the title in tenders documents

No problem at all

Rigid education/Insufficient technical knowledge/ lack
of experience of newly graduated L.A. in relation to
architects
Lack of knowledge by the construction workers in
order to properly implement the design

Landscape construction companies include for free
landscape design services

Economic crisis / Clients are not willing to spent
money to hire a L.A

Commissioning procedures

Low level of interdisciplinary approach in architecture
and spatial / landscape planning

Low ambitions of LA professionals

Public competitions sometimes lacking, or landscape
architect are not entitled to participate

Confusion with other disiplines on a higher
educational level

Lack of understanding in society about the breadth of
landscape architects work resulting to low numbers of
professionals
Reduced funding of Local authorities leading to few
positions in the public sector

Lack of material

Lack of using new climate strategies in planning

Germany
Luxemburg
Slovenia
Israel
Estonia
Austria
Serbia

Italy
Estonia
Austria
United Kingdom 

France

Israel
Estonia

Austria

Netherlands
United Kingdom
Iceland 

Netherlands

Serbia

Turkey
Czech Republic

Czech Republic
United Kingdom 

United Kingdom 
Iceland
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4v. a) Is the profession/title in danger nowadays? (Please explain from whom and why). 
 
Countries where the profession is not regulated. 
 

 
 
 
Notes 
 

No Country Detailed explanations 

1 Greece The new Presidential Decree 99/2018 (Government Gazette 187/ A / 5 -11 - 2018) defines that 
landscape architecture projects will be implemented by several engineering disciplines and 
excludes completely  Landscape  Architects. 

2 Croatia Yes, because the architect profession is competing on the „free market” and monopolizing the 
LA profession field resulting LA professionals getting out of business or transforming to low paid 
external associates. 

3 Lithuania Yes, it is in a risky situation. We need to settle the university study process. The other professions 
have taken over the LA activity areas ( Architects, designers, etc.) and it is very hard to claim this 
role back. 

4 Poland Profession is growing and does not seem to be in danger. Pandemic related crisis will bring big 
savings in investments. Local governments already cut some planed investigations in public space 
and urban design developments. Last year’s brought an increase in several universities offering 
LA programs. But on the other hand, ongoing nationwide university system reforms might cause 
reduction in offered landscape architecture courses and reduction of  Landscape  Architects hired 
as university lecturers in the near future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31.25%

68.75%

Yes No

Denmark
Spain
Portugal
Sweden
Romania
Finland
Norway
Latvia
Poland
Bulgaria
Russia

Belgium
Greece
Croatia
Lithuania
Ireland
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4v.b) Can you please describe any landscape, professional and specialist competencies that a Landscape 
Architect is required to have in your country?  
 
Countries where profession is regulated 
 

 
Notes: 
 

No Country List of professional tasks / abilities / skills 

1 Germany 1. Methods and techniques:  
a) Planning and designing,  
b) Presentation and design,  
c) Landscape and regional planning, urban development,  
d) General scientific principles of horticulture, garden monument maintenance,  
Sociology and architectural theory,  
e) Engineering and technology,  
f) Landscaping, building construction in open space,  
g) Natural sciences,  
h) Construction and planning management,  
i) Planning, construction, contract and liability law, standards and guidelines 
2. Professional activities:  
a) Advice,  
b) Formal and informal planning,  
c) Feasibility studies,  
d) Open space planning including the monitoring of the execution and maintenance,  
e) Landscape planning, nature conservation, compensation,  
f) Garden monument maintenance,  
g) Project management,  
h) Moderation, expert opinions, competitions. 

2 France Capacities expected of a landscape architect: 
1) Ability to design the landscape through a landscape project approach 
2) Ability to mobilise and articulate general knowledge related to the landscape 
3) Ability to draw up a diagnosis of territories and to understand territorial issues 
4) Ability to communicate, express and mediate landscape situations 
5) Ability to anticipate the evolution of a landscape 

26.67%

26.67%

42%

A list of professional tasks No answer Educational standards (MA, BA)

Germany
France
Estonia
United Kingdom 

Italy
Hungary
Luxembourg

Slovenia
Israel
Turkey
Austria
Czech Republic
Serbia
Iceland
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6) Ability to assume operational project management and work in a professional team 
7) Ability to assume several professional situations. 

3 Estonia At the qualification standard three main topics are described:  
1)Landscape design,  
2) Landscape research/analysis and  
3) Spatial planning. 
All those are dividend into more  detailed topics. 

4 U.K. Please see: https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/education/introducing-the-new-entry-
standards-and-competency-framework/#1608214992964-f4222f6e-67c6 
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5. Professional Mobility  

5i. Can a foreign Landscape Architect work in public or private projects in your country? Please describe the 
requirements and the procedure that should be followed 
 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated

 
 

12.50%

4.17%

4.17%

8.33%

4.17%

4.17%

12.50%
4.17%

8.33%

4.17%

4.17%

8.33%

4.17%

4.17%

4.17%

8.33%

No procedures required

Working permit

Compulsory registration as member
of the national association

Engineer's signature required

Municipal approval of the project

Register to the Technical Chamber of
the country

Work with a local  architect or as
associate to an architect

Introductory courses as part of
National Architects

Educational & experience
requirements/ approved skills

Language knowledge

No equal rights with local landscape
architects

Equal rights with local landscape
architects

To apply for certificate document

To join local project designer
group/team or individual project
designer.
To participate in tender procedure
for public projects, construction, and
maintenance under EU regulations.
Register to the National Institute /
Association

Belgium
Romania
Lithuania

Spain
Latvia

Greece 
Croatia
Latvia

Norway
Finland

Denmark

Portugal

Greece

Sweeden

Norway

Latvia

Poland
Bulgaria

Ireland
Russia

Bulgaria
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b) Countries where the profession is regulated 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18.18%

Italy
Luxembourg
Turkey
Austria
Iceland

Hungary
Austria

Luxembourg
AustriaFrance

Estonia
Netherlands

Iceland

Austria

Austria

Germany
Italy

Hungary
Luxembourg

France
Slovenia

Israel
Turkey
Estonia
Austria

Netherlands

Recognition of the title (Landscape
architect) at the Chamber of Architects

Registration with a local professional
order / holding an equivalent Chartered
status

National licence

Business permit

European Directive 2005/36/EC.
Examination the cases according to the
capacities required.

Certificate / Diploma / +2 year's practice
period

Citizenship of a member state of the
EU/EEA/citizenship of the Swiss
Confederation

For non-regulated countries one - year
practice as engineering consultant
according Austrian standards

Working with a national landscape
architect

Germany
Slovenia
Israel
Netherlands
Chez Republic
Serbia

18.18%

9.09%
6.06%

30.30%

3.03%

3.03%

3.03%

9.09%
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5ii. Which obstacles/problems might a foreign Landscape Architect coming to work to your country 
encounter? 
 
a) Countries where the profession is not regulated 

 

 

7.41%

11.11%

7.41%

22.22%

7.41%
3.70%

14.81%

3.70%

3.70%

3.70%

3.70%

3.70%
3.70%

3.70%

General immigration limits for the work of
permit

Insufficient knowledge of legal provisions
(planning process, regulations)

Insufficient knowledge of local building
standards, vegetation species, ecological
environmental conditions

Language barriers

No recorded problems since most L.A. work in
interdisciplinary teams with Belgian
L.A./unregulated market

Networking

The same problems as a local L.A. (lack of
regulation)

Hold a degree from IFLA recognised
educational program,  300ECTs in Landscape
Architecture

Division of the profession to other disciplines

Administrative problems in proving
professional qualifications

Unemployment in profession

Low salary

Projects should be authorized by Bulgarian 
architects’ chamber.

Projects should be authorized by Bulgarian 
architects’ chamber.

Sweden 
Finland
Poland

Sweden
Bulgaria

Denmark
Greece
Sweden
Finland
Poland
BulgariBelgium

Lithuania

Denmark

Spain
Croatia
Romania
Poland

Portugal

Greece

Croatia

Norway
Ireland

Bulgaria

Latvia
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b) Countries where the profession is regulated  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germany
Netherlands

Germany
Slovenia
Austria

Germany
Austria

Germany
Hungary
Slovenia
Austria

Netherlands
Serbia
Ireland

Italy
United Kingdom

Hungary

Hungary

Luxembourg
France
Turkey
Estonia

Chez Republic

Israel

United Kingdom

3.70%
3.70%

No automatic recognition under EU PQD

Insufficient knowledge of legal provisions

Insufficient knowledge of standards

Language/culture barriers

Foreign qualification not recognised / has to
be examined

Lack of licence

Low remuneration comparing to WE, USA

No obstacles / recorded problems

University title not recognized by the
registration office

Depending on the country they come from,
having to apply for a VISA before they come
and work in the UK.
Lack of work opportunities

Complicated procedures

7.41%

7.41%

11.11%

25.93%
7.41%

3.70%

3.70%

18.52%

3.70%

3.70%

Serbia
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
The total of 31 out of 34 member countries responded and filled out the Survey, which represents 91% of the total 

number of IFLA Europe Members-National Associations. The answers were given by 16 countries where the profession 

is not regulated and 15 countries where the profession is regulated. The first three questions were related to the 

profile and the role of National Associations of Landscape Architects in the country's decision-making processes and 

the status of the activities made towards empowering the profession. The information provided shows which efforts 

are needed in non-regulated countries and what process was carried out in the countries where the profession was 

regulated. The fourth question was related to the current condition of the profession and the basis for it to be practiced 

as well as the obstacles for practicing the profession. The fifth question concerned the issue of mobility and the 

difficulties associated with it. 

❖ Profile of the National Association (1) 

In most countries, only Landscape Architects can become members of the National Association.  
In countries where the profession is not regulated, members of the Landscape Architects Association can be  
a. only Landscape Architects (in half of the cases),  
b.  Landscape Architects and indicated specialist professions such as architects, gardeners or urban planners (in four 
cases),  
c. all disciplines related to the Landscape Architecture profession (in three cases). 
 

In countries where the profession is regulated, members of the Landscape Architects Association can be  

a. only Landscape Architects (in slightly more than half of the cases),  

b. Landscape Architects and designated specialist professions such as architects, gardeners or urban planners (in two 

cases),  

c. all disciplines to the Landscape Architecture profession (in four cases).  

❖ The influence of the National Association on strategic decisions in the country (2) 

In general, the influence of the National Association on strategic decisions in the country is estimated as ‘good’ in 

about 30% of respondents in both groups. More precisely, in the case of countries with a regulated profession, it is 

33.33%, and in countries where the profession is not regulated, 29.41%. The latter declare a real influence on strategic 

decisions and these are mainly Scandinavian countries. If we add the influence obtained through public and political 

debates, the indicator for the countries with non-regulated profession increases to 41.17% The lack of impact in both 

groups also affects around 30% of the countries. The differences between the two groups of countries where the 

profession is regulated and non-regulated are minor. However, if we exclude the Scandinavian countries, where there 

is no Chamber system and the profession is stable, it can be concluded that in countries with non-regulated profession 

the influence is much smaller, with some exceptions – (e.g., Bulgaria).  

❖ Regulation of the profession (3) 

The state of the professional regulation process varies greatly. Several countries declare increased activities in this 

area (Belgium, Portugal, Romania). In many countries the profession is practiced on the basis of certification issued 

by: Chamber of Architects (e.g., Bulgaria) professional standards (e.g., Latvia) or through legal possibilities of obtaining 

a project manager license among other disciplines for Green Planting projects (e.g. Lithuania). In the Scandinavian 

countries the profession is not regulated, however the position of Landscape Architects is strong (Sweden) and 

Landscape Architects can obtain confirmation of their qualifications and practice the profession (Denmark, Norway). 
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Activity in influencing the institutions responsible for regulations is declared by 75% of respondents for the non-

regulated countries, 21.43% of whom declare to set up a working group lobbying the matter, 42.86% declare that they 

have contacted the Ministry or the Chamber of Architects and 7.14% declare initiating talks with institutions 

responsible for regulations. The remaining answers (28.57%) are about taking measures to recognise the state of the 

profession and establish contact with other institutions to regulate the profession.  

Regarding the most popular reasons for the satisfactory professional situation of Landscape Architects in countries 

where the profession is regulated, the most popular answers are a common basic training (11.11%), the protection 

of professional competencies as well as the social appreciation (18.52%). 

The obstacles encountered in the way of regulation, for the countries where the profession is non-regulated, have 

also been identified. Many of them have been indicated, including the most common:  

- Opposition from the architects 17.86%  

- Low support from political level 17.86%  

- Landscape Architects’  work performed by other professions 17.86%  

- Problem accepting a new profession 7.14%  

- Sweden, Norway declared that the profession is sufficiently stable and recognised. 

 

Useful information was obtained in response to the question on effective methods of regulating the profession. 

Regulated countries indicate the following procedures/actions which enable or facilitate the regulation of the 

profession:  

1. Joining the Chamber of Architects or Engineers – 20.83%   

2. Regulation based on education and practice 16.67%  

3. License per field of expertise requirement 12.50%  

4. Creating an influential lobby in Parliament 12.50%  

5. Recognition of the Landscape Architect’s title as an academic one 8.33%  

6. Obtaining strong political support from the Ministry responsible for landscape policies 12.50%  

7. Writing down the title to enshrine in the Architects law, 12.5% 

Lastly, among the main reasons for the unsatisfactory professional situation of Landscape Architects in countries 

where the profession is not regulated, are the leadership on projects by architects and low recognition of Landscape 

Architects (21.88%), the absence of a legal framework for the Landscape Architects tasks, the confusion with gardeners 

and the competitiveness with familiar disciplines such as engineers, agronomists-foresters. 

 

❖ The situation of the profession in the country (4)  

The situation of the profession in individual countries is very different. In non-regulated countries, requirements for 

Landscape Architects to participate in specific tasks are governed by law, local regulations or other forms of task 

requirements. Despite the lack of regulation of the profession, Landscape Architects are required for specific types of 

projects and tasks:  

- the largest share of answers was about the involvement of Landscape Architects generally as a leader of co-working 

in public projects - 14.86%   

- Landscape Architects are also required and involved in interdisciplinary teams - 13.51%  

- they also work in planning teams and in developing strategies and regulations - 8.11%  

- they are required in municipal offices - 9.40%. Most of Landscape Architects seem to work on municipal level, then 

the regional or national. 

Some countries have indicated specific domains where a Landscape Architect can work  (Sweden, Portugal, Lithuania,  

Romania, Norway, Bulgaria). The legally imposed obligation for a Landscape Architect to participate in selected types 
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of projects and plans is a substitute for the regulation of the profession and influences its strong position, thus 

providing a strong foundation for its performance basis for practicing.  

 

A great deal of activity is reported in countries with a regulated profession The results occurred directly from the list 

of tasks assigned to Landscape Architect profession (Germany, France, Estonia, UK). The most frequently mentioned 

activities include Parks and garden design, Urban design, Green roofs and green walls, Parks and garden management, 

large scale Planning Consortia, Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), Landscape Impact Assessments (LIA), regional 

planning, drainage systems, and most of all assistance to the client. 

 

❖ The basis for the practicing the profession (4) 

The basis for exercising the profession varies considerably between regulated and non-regulated countries. In the 

latter, the vast majority defines the education of a Landscape Architect as the basis for their profession. 65.39% 

(42.31% Master in Landscape Architecture, 23.08% Bachelor and Master in Landscape Architecture). The next 

important factor is being a member of the Association 7.69%, passing a professional exam and obtaining a license.  

In regulated countries, the basis depends on the form of regulation. In most cases, 23.53% of the answers mention 

“registration in the relevant Chamber”, moreover, 17.65% education and practice; 11.76% giving a professional exam 

and 11.76% recognition of the diploma.  

However, in the countries where the profession is regulated, 8.82% claim that anyone can exercise the profession 

because the profession is open and there are no requirements for private projects - 2.94%.  

❖ Landscape Architect title (4) 

In general, all non-regulated countries claim that the title exists, mainly referring to the academic one. Regarding the 

professional title in all non-regulated countries, it is neither protected nor recognised. In countries with a regulated 

profession, the basis for using the title is governed by the law, Architect's or Engineer's Law as well as  being member 

of a  National Body in the form of a Chamber, Institute or other (47.62%). In addition, the basis for the use of the title 

may be evidence of acquired experience (e.g., France) or education.  

Problems with practicing the landscape architecture are similarly declared by both groups of countries, which is mainly 

interfering with the competitiveness with other professions (22.22% non-regulated, 24% for regulated countries) and 

poor recognition of the landscape architecture profession and its actual scopes of activities (29.63% for the non-

regulated and 15% for the regulated countries). However, in countries where the profession is not regulated, the lack 

of its proper identification and social perception is much higher and if we add to this the misunderstanding about the 

tasks of a Landscape Architect, we can obtain a significant role of this argument meaning poor identification of the 

profession. 

❖ Mobility (5) 

Regarding the status of mobility, in non-regulated countries, most popular answers show that no extra procedures are 

required for a foreign Landscape Architect to work on public Landscape Architecture projects, but engineers’ signature 

is obligatory in these types of projects and to work with a local Landscape Architect will overcome any practical 

obstacles and legislation issues (language, technical standards). Additionally, in countries where the profession is 

regulated, the recognition of the title by the Chamber of Architects and registration with a professional Order are the 

most popular answers. Of course, all the professional requirements (citizenship, certificate or diploma, business 

permit, etc) are also required. However, all the above obstacles are overcome by working with a National Landscape 

Architect (30.30%). 
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As for the obstacles or problems concerned, in countries where the profession is not regulated, a foreign Landscape 

Architect will encounter language problems (22.22%), the same problems as a native Landscape Architect (14.18%), 

insufficient knowledge of legal provision (11.11%). Regarding the countries where the profession is regulated, the 

obstacles are pretty the same, with a big percentage claiming that there are no obstacles. The above answers are 

almost expected, since most Landscape Architects are working in big Architecture or Planning Companies, and 

problems of unemployment due to difficulty in Mobility do not exist. 

Finally, the report provides a lot of valuable information. The conclusions contain a few general outcomes outlining 

the situation of the Landscape Architect profession. The report contains a lot of information which, when analysed 

from different aspect, allows us to obtain a wide spectrum of knowledge, both on the basis of the data and their 

comparison. On the basis of the collected information, it can be stated that the profession is in good state and it is not 

in danger (68.75%). In some countries its role grows faster, in others it is slower. However, even the last clarifications 

from Estonia, Turkey and Serbia, showing that the profession is regulated at the national level, is a sign of their activity 

and gradual strengthening of Landscape Architects position.  

The research shows that the landscape architecture profession is still poorly recognised in terms of identification and 

scope of duties and struggling with encroaching on its competences by other professions. This may be an indication 

for further actions by IFLA Europe and National Associations. Probably a too extensive and detailed scope of duties 

may cause problems with its identification and maintaining such a large scope of activity.   

Perhaps a clear, unambiguous and comprehensive definition of competences would help in its recognition and the 

fight for the scope of clearly assigned tasks.  

This is just one of the general observations. We encourage you to delve into the information contained in the Report 

and to formulate your own conclusions. Countries with  non-regulated and regulated profession will find valuable and 

informative data. We will be grateful for any suggestions and conclusions that will arise after reading the PRA survey 

results. 
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