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WATER



WATER: OOIJEN WANSSUM (H+N+S)

With the Ooijen-Wanssum area development, the area is better protected against high water 

through a combination of dike construction and river widening. In addition, more than 300 hectares 

of new, freely accessible nature will be realised, the quality of life in Wanssum will be increased by 

the construction of a new ring road and redevelopment of the center and space will be created for 

new economic developments in the area. This gives the spatial quality and quality of life a major 

boost and thanks to the Ooijen-Wanssum area development, two new dyke types have been 

added to the Dutch dyke typology: the so called ‘steep-edge-dike’ and ‘high-ground-dike’.
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FIRE



A FIRESCAPE (HANNA PRINSSEN)

When the indigenous population still inhabited the forests of North America, fire was an 

important part of life and the process of landscape formation. Controlled burns contributed to the 

openness of the landscape. With the arrival of the English colonists in 1850 fire became a threat. 

A Firescape harks back to the modified firescape from the past and seeks a combination of 

knowledge of fire and the Dutch manner of dealing with water. By reintroducing a productive 

‘firescape’ in which wood is produced, an economic driver and a modified mosaic landscape is 

created in which fire becomes part of the ecological process once again.

In A Firescape, a ‘fire dyke’ creates safety around the residential areas. This is strategically 

located along the border of the mountain ridges. The 1- to 2-metre-thick top layer is removed 

from the fire dyke, as a result of which the (granite) rock is exposed. This ensures that no 

flammable material can grow in this zone and the fires from the firescape are stopped naturally. 

The fire dyke therefore has a safety function, but also forms a recognizable element in the 

landscape, whereby the contrast between safe and unsafe becomes visible.

Hanna Prinssen has won the Archiprix with this project (best graduation project).













EARTH



DE CEUVEL (DELVA)

‘De Ceuvel’ is an award-winning, sustainable planned workplace for creative and social enterprises 

on a former shipyard on the Johan van Hasselt Canal off the river IJ in Amsterdam North. In 2012, 

the land was secured for a 10-year lease from the Municipality of Amsterdam after a group of 

architects won a tender to turn the site into a regenerative urban oasis.

The former industrial plot is home to a thriving community of entrepreneurs and artists. The plot 

hosts creative workspaces, a cultural venue, a sustainable café, spaces to rent, and a floating bed 

& breakfast.

Old houseboats have been placed on heavily polluted soil, the workspaces have been fitted with 

clean technologies and the area is unlocked by a winding decking path. Around the houseboats 

Phyto-remediating plants work to clean the soil. De Ceuvel is not only a “forbidden garden” which 

will leave behind cleaner soil, but also a playground for sustainable technologies.













AIR



PARK ON ENCLOSURE HIGHWAY A9 NEAR GAASPERDAM (MUNICIPALITY AMSTERDAM)

The A9 motorway near Gaasperdam (Amsterdam) has been laid in a (land)tunnel. The air quality of 

the residential areas is significantly improved. On top of the tunnel a park will be build (completed in 

the summer of 2022). The current design proposal, which came about with intensive input from 

residents, is based on four themes: 

1. Green design

2. Art, culture and music 

3. Sport, games and exercise 

4. Urban agriculture

The park lay-out includes catering, a nature playground, various sports areas and beautiful routes. In 

addition, a varied planting of trees and plants will attract people and add ecological value.
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