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 Today’s territories in many European countries are negatively marked by various dynamic 
transformations: growth of urban areas, undefined extensions of the suburbs lacking any identity, degrading 
effects of recent “overbuilding” and urban sprawl, uncontrolled growth over agricultural lands of infrastructures, 
industrial building and energy production structures and a progressive fragmentation of natural reserves. The 
Italian territory, characterised by 8.000 kilometres coastline, is transformed by constant touristic settlements 
that have often deteriorated the ecological system, interrupted the environmental connection land-sea and 
changed the original architectural character of old coastal small towns.
 
 In rethinking the urban landscape, it is necessary to explore new environmental politics for defending 
the reconstruction of biocultural systems’ connection. It is necessary to guide and influence the dynamics of 
such transformation, to develop preventive actions and the necessary measures to contain the conflicting use 
of fragile territories in order to mitigate the negative effects of transformations, the risks of catastrophic events 
and other consequences of climate changes. In order to improve the dynamics of transformation, to promote 
more sustainable cities and harmonious territory development, we need to design and plan solutions based on 
giving more attention to the entire territorial dimension and systemic vision based on an interdisciplinary and 
holistic interpretation of territorial and environmental knowledge and analysis. These considerations find 
a significant acknowledgment in the innovations contained in the text of the European Landscape Convention 
from 2000, entirely dedicated to the landscape: in this document, the “landscape dimension” is extended to 
the whole territory, recognising the landscape as the context of life of the populations, the expression of the 
diversity of their cultural and natural heritage and the foundation of their identity. 
 
 The ELC principles have extended the landscape dimension to all territories and in all land politics 
of the European countries. The main objectives are to promote the quality of people’s living contexts, to limit 
the risks, critical issues and threats to the territory, to find opportunities for a sustainable development of 
transformations also for the future generations. This new concept of the landscape dimension of the territory 
can be the path to enhance the assets (environmental, socio-cultural, landscape) that are the foundation of the 
identity of each site.

 Focusing on reconnecting to each other, in a new “science of the territory”, fragmented knowledge, able 
to tackle the problems related to socio-economic and environmental degradation; focusing on targeting and 
deepening scientific knowledge grounded on hydrogeological protection, ecological restoration, urban and 
landscape quality, integrated economies. 
 
 The systemic vision takes into careful consideration the numerous issues related to the environmental 
system, it’s related to the study of dynamic interactions between the different natural and cultural value systems 
that have characterised the urban environment and the landscape in historical territories; It requires trans and 
holistic interpretations, avoiding sectoral reductive readings.

Rethinking urban landscape
ANNALISA CALCAGNO MANIGLIO

Honorary member IFLA Europe
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The touristic transformation of of Sestri Levante village along the Tirrenian coast. (Ph. Merlo, Genova) 

 The consequences of a continuous coastal urbanisation of Viareggio town, along the North Tyrrhenian 
coast. It is an example of the entire transformation of fragile littoral environments and alteration of the cultural 
identities of coastal landscape by touristic development during the last century. 

The transformation of coastal by touristic development of Viareggio town (Ph. Merlo, Genova)
 Sestri Levante village along the Ligurian coast is a significant example of touristic development in with 
attention to the coastal geomorphological features and to the conservation of original landscape characters.
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Mister President,
Dear colleagues, 

 It is such an honour! You are asking me to address this assembly of landscape architects and landscape 
designers ... It is such a pleasure! You were there on Thursday at the Convention organised by the Landscape 
Centre in Charleroi. You were represented by two ladies with sunny names: Ana our emeritus previous-
president and Daniella, the new and future memory of IFLA Europe. This image makes me think of great 
moments ... at the beginning of EFLA ... the early premises of IFLA Europe, where two other ladies whose first 
names were also sunny, have shaped and grown the cause and soul of the mother IFLA: Carmen Añón and 
Analisa Maniglio ... that we will never be able to thank enough...
 You understood it well: I have reached the stage of my life where memory has become important ... 
not out of nostalgia but out of respect for what is and what has been. That is the reason why I thought about 
meeting you and giving you the IFLA - award in a historic place for our international association and the 
ABAJP: the magnificent theatre of greenery ... clearing lit by the golden foliage... which was worth of the whole 
trip for this meeting.

As a matter of fact, back in 1934, Georges Wachtelaer and Jules Buyssens discussed firmly the creation of 
the Belgian association ... this theatre was under construction ... for the Universal Exhibition of 1935 ... René 
Pechere then gardener and team leader were getting ready...

In 1958 - the year when Buyssens left us - René Latinne and René Pechère celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
the establishment of IFLA, which they had co-created 10 years earlier... the same year Belgium presided our 
international federation IFLA... and the first graduates left Belgian schools ...

You will now understand better my desire, to hand over this high reward in a place so full of history ... rather 
than in the meeting room of a hotel, even though beautiful and comfortable ...

 That does not diminish the value of the prestigious award, nor the value and merit of the recipient.
 It is therefore whole-heartedly, with deep respect and thanks to that we hand over IFLA Europe award 
to Mr Stefan Leiner who is receiving it on behalf of the European Commissioner Mr Vella ... Thank you for 
what has been done for the environment, for life, for nature, for our landscapes ... they are in better shape 
thanks to you.

And congratulations for this award ... for this prize.

Jef de Gryse‘s Letter
JEF DE GRYSE 

Honorary member IFLA Europe
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Planners Triangle © Campbell 1996

BULGARIAN UNION OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
(ULAB)

Futurescapes

LUBIMA KARACHEVA
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

 The main urban design principles are consolidation and dispersal, 
integration and connectivity, diversity and adaptability, legibility and 
identity, ecological responsiveness and the role of landscapes in meeting 
needs. 
 The role of landscapes in meeting needs categories of human 
needs contacts with nature adding to the aesthetic preference, recreation 
and playfulness.

S ocia l  just ice
Economic opportunity 

Income equal ity

Environmenta l 
Protect ion

O vera l l  Economic
Growth and Ef f ic ienc y

Green prof itable 
and fair

(sustainable 
developement?)

The development 
conf lic t

The proper ty 
conf lic t

The resource conflict

 Todays pressing environmental and social problems are mainly 
the unbalanced growth of large cities but also challenges of modern 
dynamically changing environment, climate change impact on human 
settlements and increasing scarcity of natural resources. 

GREEN SYSTEM - THE LUNGS OF SOFIA 

 Sofia is the biggest city in Bulgaria with a population of 1,304,772 
(2016 data). The Green system of Sofia aims to support a green 
urbanisation of the city. Land restitution laws have a negative impact on 
planning and realisation of the green system, fostering new urbanisation 
and building construction on existing green areas despite the urban 
environmental concerns. The solution to the increasing urbanisation is 
construction strategies such as improving non-motorised transport for 
example bike lanes, development of theme parks. 
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Sofia © Bulgarian Union of Landscape Architects

Bike Lanes Systems © Bulgarian Union of Landscape 
Architects

 Project Park “Borisova Gradina” – a futurescape 
from the past. An example of theme park is Borisova 
Gradina, which is changing the city`s vision, prevent 
the loss of identity, changes the nature of green areas 
and prevents the disappearance of native species as well 
as protection of current pedestrian spaces. Community 
planning of Borisova Garden is part of the unique 
identity and European significance of Sofia. The project 
aims to have a good communication with citizens and 
an open dialogue with the local authorities, experts and 
citizens.
 The outcomes from the project comments will 
be summarised and reviewed by Sofia Municipality 
and designers. The two main project requirements by 
the developer are not to allow new construction of 
buildings and not to allow intervention in the preserved 
areas of the park.
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Park “Borisova Gradina” © Bulgarian Union of Landscape Architects

 Futurescapes are built environment for the benefit of both humans and nature, with an increased 
interaction with policy, planning and management. The human and environmental values are prioritised over 
economics and profit margins, supporting a world where humanity strives to understand, protect and coexist 
with the natural environment. 
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Zagreb, 790,000 inhabitants, ©Roberto Taddia

Rijeka, 128,000 inhabitants, © lukw 

 Re-thinking the Urban Landscape in Croatia doesn’t imply 
a comprehensive planning process of city regeneration. Croatia`s 
largest cities are Zagreb, Rijeka, Spilt and Osijek. Croatia is a beautiful 
country in which every region is characterised by different urban 
landscapes whose creation was influenced by geography, historical 
background, economic circumstances and tourism.

 As we cannot present projects promoting green infrastructure 
or innovative living solutions, we tried to give a short overview on how 
the process of re-thinking urban landscape is put in place through 
a few urban interventions/transformations which are successful and 
enjoyable. 
 Croatia’s capital, the City of Zagreb, has a famous U-shaped 
system of city squares with parks in downtown called the Lenuci 
Horseshoe. In the last decade, the Eastern Parkway of the Horseshoe 
is regularly seasonally transformed in different ways to bust up the 
city’s touristic identity.

CROATIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 

(HDKA)

A land of 
thousands of 
landscapes

BARBARA KLEMAR
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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Lenuci Horseshoe, Zagreb, © Barbara Klemar

An old, unnamed park in the heart of the city, brought to life by local artists and youth groups, Zagreb, © 
Barbara Klemar

 A different example from the same city – The Art Park is an example of how the citizens – different Civil 
Society groups can take over and re-think a public space forgotten by the local authorities.
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New life, new name – The Art Park, © Barbara Klemar

Zadar Waterfront, the sea organ and the Zadar Forum Park, © Barbara Klemar

 The example of the city of Zadar and its waterfront which underwent great and world famous 
transformations in the last twenty years is definitely a noteworthy example of rethinking and transforming 
urban landscape.
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Waterfront at the City of Split, © Barbara Klemar

 The Waterfront of the city of Split – the Riva is 1700 years old urbanised settlement, and the public 
space in front of the Diocletian’s Palace underwent many transformations in its life. It is the city’s main public 
square, a multi-functional space for social events, festivals and celebrations. Today it is 250 meters long and 55 
meters wide and a Landscape Architect was actively involved in its design. 
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Pärnu: URBANCOWS  © www.visitestonia.com

 The futurescape design needs to rethink how to introduce urban 
dwellers back into nature. How to establish the connection with the 
environment that can heal the people in the cities? The other aspect that 
must be taken into consideration is creating the spaces accessible for 
everybody. From that perspective, there are two examples from Estonia
 One of the projects is carried out in Estonian fourth largest town 
Pärnu: URBANCOWS - Restoration and public access of coastal meadow 
complex in an urban environment.  The overall goal of the project is to 
improve the favourable conservation status of the coastal meadow and 
lagoon habitats in Pärnu town as well as the species characteristic to 
this habitat complex. The coastal meadows of Pärnu town have been 
overgrown with reed after the grazing stopped there in 1970-1980’s. It is 
necessary to reintroduce grazing for sustainable management, though it 
is challenging because the area is situated next to a beach that is regularly 
used by more than 10 000 people. The aim of the project is to establish 
necessary infrastructure for grazing  (fences, shelters) in the urban 
environment and at the same time bring people into interaction with 
nature and raise the awareness of the natural values of the area (hiking 
trail).

ESTONIAN LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS’ UNION (ELAU)

Urban cows and 
garden of senses

TEELE NIGOLA, 
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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Tallinn Botanic Garden, garden for all 5 senses, © www.visitestonia.com

 The second project was opened in the year 2015 when Estonian capital Tallinn was nominated the year 
for handicapped people. The garden of senses supports awareness through establishing an open space that can 
be conveniently used by everybody regardless of their disabilities. The garden can be perceived through all 5 
senses and is one of the first ones of its kind in Estonia.

 To conclude, the future urban environment needs better interaction with nature and understanding 
that everybody needs a place to be able to perceive that connection.
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The four-fold project: 
re-creating a wetland area 
© Agence Follea-Gautier

 The urban edges of Saint-Paul 
 
 The urban edges of Saint-Paul (La Réunion Island), won by the 
office Follea-Gautier, landscape architects at the Grand French National 
Award of Landscape Architecture 2016.
 
 With the regional council, the landscape architects have 
successfully set ambitious landscape orientations for the west coast of 
the island. The project continued over time (12 years) at the scale of the 
large territory covers the design of an urban edge at St. Paul, a town in La 
Reunion Island (Indian Ocean).

The fourfold project 
around the highway 
allows the inhabitants 
to reclaim their living 
spaces: Re-creating a 
wetland area which 
constitutes the 
identity of the town, 
2 promenades and a 
new road junction 
downsized and 
repositioned.

FÉDÉRATION FRANÇAISE DU 
PAYSAGE (FFP)

Contemporary
challenges for the 
urban 
landscape

ARIANE DELILEZ, 
FFP REPRESENTATIVE
MS. KARIN HELMS, 
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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The four-fold project: re-creating a wetland area © Agence Follea-Gautier



IFLA EUROPE YEARBOOK 2016

21

    Landscape architecture and Ecology through design  
    
 The Ecole de la Nature et du Paysage de Blois (ENP/INSA Centre-Val de Loire), in association with the 
Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle and Altern Paysagistes studio, has achieved a pathfinder project called 
«Landscape architecture and Ecology through design».
    
 The question was: How to link landscape architectural practices and ecology knowledge in order to 
implement a territory project based on biodiversity? 
From the observation that the ecologists and landscape architects now work on the same territories and scales, 
the researchers reflected on the possible collaborations between the two professions.
 They have proposed some recommendations, like opening up education, practice and culture, 
structuring the commission of the public and private clients, promoting the co-design throughout the process 
and not only at the beginning and the end of it, promoting the experimentation, monitoring and feedback.

    THE CITY’S GROUND RESURGENCE, the case of Paris
    
 Research commissioned by La Villa Internationale André Le Nôtre, Author: Lena Soffer, landscape 
architect. The city ground has been disrupted (and forgotten) following the anthropic action through centuries, 
with consequences on the topography and the groundwater. The risk map showing the underground strata 
reveals the memory of the site and enables to sketch the plant palette linked to the Genius loci
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The space of the courtyards © Lena Soffer

Paris Genius Loci © Lena Soffer

The space of the courtyards represents thousands of square meters in the city. Planting the urban courtyards is 
a sensitive and practical response to the climate challenge and has an influence on a large urban scale. Unlike 
the public urban space which is technical and ordered, the courtyard celebrates an intimate place founded on 
the genius loci.
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Pavillon d’Autriche. Expo Universelle 2015 © Lena Soffer

The conclusion of the research: developing the plantation in the urban courtyards is a real potential and can 
become a new strong action for our profession.
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Stavros Niarchos Park. Athens 2016 © H. Pangalou & Associates

 Today landscapes are rapidly transformed according to the 
societal needs and recent development trends. In Greece, starting from 
the Olympic Games, the boost of landscape works has declined during 
the years of economic crisis. Although many of the Olympic projects 
were abandoned and remained unused till today, the supporting 
infrastructures or parks have changed the image of the cities.
There are some good examples of landscape design projects, which show 
the way Greek Landscape Architects are thinking of the future urban 
landscapes. Among the public parks, the most well-known and newly 
constructed is the Stavros Niarchos Park (210.000 m2). It is one of the 
most significant cultural and environmental projects ever undertaken in 
Greece, by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation’s (€596 million donations). 
The Architectural Design was done by Renzo Piano Building Workshop 
and the Landscape Design by D. Nevins & Associates/H. Pangalou & 
Associates.

 The basic concept was to create a sustainable park with its own 
ecology and the unique biodiversity of a Mediterranean hill. This idea 
is expanded to the green roofs of the National Library and all plants are 
indigenous from the Greek islands. 
 Another good example is the linear park along the waterfront 
of Thessaloniki, which is consisting  8 thematic gardens. The garden 
of water designed by landscape architects from the Nikiforidis-Cuomo 
Architectural office emphasises the value of biodiversity in water habitats 
as well as the importance of Greek nature in the urban waterfront 
environment. 

PANHELLENIC ASSOCIATION 
OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
(PHALA)

Rethinking the 
Greek Urban 

Landscape

KATERINA GKOLTSIOU
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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Thessaloniki’s New Waterfront. The garden of water. Source: Photo archive of Z. Karakinari
 Due to the economic crisis and the increase of social need for more green spaces, urban agriculture 
is also among the most current trends. Community gardens supporting production functions through the 
growth of edible and ornamental plants are particularly important for residents in low-income areas. 
 The project called “e co llectiva”, awarded the first prize in the national architectural competition Athens 
x4 and the 1st International Prize in the 4th Landscape Architecture Exhibition in Belgrade. The designers 
Katerina Petsiou (Architect) & Thanassis Polyzoidis (Landscape Architect-Architect) aimed to create an urban 
garden-park which promotes the concept of collective activity and self – management, where nature “invades” 
the city and encourages the participation of engravings collaborative services through an internet platform.
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E_co_llectiva project. Designers Katerina Petsiou (Architect) & Thanassis Polyzoidis (Landscape Architect-
Architect) © Katerina Petsiou Thanassis Polyzoidis 

 Green roofs are essentially a new alternative of a network of outdoor green spaces and the Greek 
Government is nowadays more sensitive towards their installation. The motivation for having LEED certification 
of a building, may conduct the whole landscape design towards a more holistic approach.  A good example of 
Leed Gold Certified is the Karela Office Park designed by Kokkinou - Kourkoulas (Architects) and H. Pangalou 
& Associates (Landscape Architects), comprising a green roof (7.000m2) which is formed by linear plantings 
of Greek, Mediterranean herbs.
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Karela Office roof garden © H. Pangalou & Associates

“Elaionas” Refugee Camp, © PHALA

 Lastly, a new challenge for landscape 
architects are the refugee camps placed all 
over Greece marking a new type of urban 
landscape. PHALA focused on landscape 
design of two Refugee camps in Greece.  
 One is the “Elaionas” Refugee Camp 
located in the centre of Athens and the other 
one is in Thessaloniki. The design proposals 
have been planned to create hardscape 
and softscape structures accessible to its 
existing as well as prospective users. It was 
imperative that the transformation of the 
sites addresses the basic and essential needs 
of the refugees such as generating softscape 
elements and sheltered spaces. 
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    How can landscape architects contribute to constructing resilient 
spaces able to adapt to changes and “urban landscapes without 
borders”? Adapting to changes is required due to a physiologic/natural 
transformation of living systems. The economic and environmental 
crisis constitutes a problem and the social and natural emergencies a big 
challenge that demands new solutions globally and locally.

 Globally, the core scenario of the UN Agenda 2030 for sustainable 
development sets priorities for health and wellbeing of the population, 
social justice, environmental protection, democracy and transparency. 
At European level, “the economic policies of the EU must go hand in 
hand with strong social and environmental policies.” 

 These issues should be on top of the list of whoever design our 
future. These issues are evidently in line with the themes we have treated 
in the scientific concept of the 53rd IFLA World Congress in Turin: 
Sharing Landscapes; Connected Landscapes; Layered Landscapes; 
Inspiring Landscapes. These issues are in our minds and in our hearts, as 
human beings and as landscape architects in Italy.

ITALIAN ASSOCIATION OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
(AIAPP)

Rethinking, 
Reformulating, 
Reconstructing

UTA ZORZI MÜHLMANN
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

Landscape in Italy © AIAPP

 Economic and environmental crisis: after the economic crisis of 
2008, the relationship with the city and its spaces has changed. We are 
witnessing a return to agriculture, in particular in the form of per urban 
agriculture. After the abandonment of land, for example in Rome, there 
is a decline of 11% in construction and an increase of 12% in new farms 
for sustainable agriculture in line with local development plans. 
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 The growth of responsible tourism and eco-tourism, as well as a shared concern for the protection of 
landscapes and natural sites, open up new frontiers for landscape economy. A slowly changing perception of 
what is “beautiful” in landscape calls for quality projects on any scale and for well-focused communication 
everywhere. We have to rethink the urban metabolism.

 Social emergencies: cities are where social conflicts surface. Apart from the average urban social 
problems, Italy faces growing conflicts due to the continued immigration, which is particularly perceived 
in urban spaces. A massive commitment to the politics, the administration and the community to urban 
landscape is needed. Landscape architecture has a great potential in creating the base for integration and social 
engagement (Playgrounds, urban gardening and collective multifunctional open spaces). Maybe this will not 
solve the immigration problem but certainly may smooth out the sharp edge of everyday conflicts.

Participatory Landscape architecture projects in Italy © AIAPP
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 Temporary Settlements: immigration emergencies, as well as post-natural disaster emergencies, call for 
the planning and the construction of temporary settlements, which should be realised in the respect of local 
and territorial identity, even when needed to be set up in extremely short time. Experience has taught that 
they often become permanent forming in addition to the momentary shelter for the unfortunate users–new 
communities with a long-term impact on the landscape. Too little effort has been spent so far in planning 
and designing the settlements in advance and elaborates a sort of emergency protocol with quality landscape 
projects as part of the lot.

 Natural Emergencies: Italy’ s fragile and vulnerable territorial conditions are a permanent challenge 
and call for a more serious prevention than the one we can actually count on. The creation of resilient spaces 
and an overall strategy for responsible territorial management are an imperative requirement for our country. 
Landscape architects are to be included in teams, working groups, advisory panels, etc. wherever landscape 
issues are under examination or discussion. The involvement of landscape architects in preventive and decisive 
processes must be ensured by law. The single countries must not be left alone to fight their battles. The support 
and shared engagement of the international community of landscape architects are essential. The creation of a 
network of skills, exchange and solidarity is vital.

Integration and social engagement © AIAPP
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LATVIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

(LAAB)

Re-thinking 
streetscape: 
Achievements and 
challenges

HELENA GUTMANE
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

 From all the elements of urban spatial structure, the street is the 
only inevitable out (of) the door space that no one can avoid. The age of 
automobile has changed perception of the street from “place of people” 
to “place of cars”. 
 The shift in perception resulted in the shift of attitude and 
language we speak about the street: in terms of function, a street alone 
has no function but street life does through its public realm. Street life 
celebrates social diversity, mediates between diverse social groups and 
facilitates communication. It is a platform for economic activities and 
Goddess of movement. The Street secures breath in the city’s physical 
body – air circulation and city ventilation. 
 It creates feeling of belonging. It is the first and the last path of 
everybody’s life. It is nearly always present in memories of falling in love 
and is indissociable from feeling of home. The Street is a building stone 
of personal and social identity. To protect “life between buildings” (Gehl, 
J., 1971) and to create “cities for people” (Gehl, J., 2010) the use of Public 
space as lever for social revival (Gutmane, Schreurs, 2015) is needed.

 The street is an indicator of political thinking. The 90s brought 
into revival the street in Western countries. Nowadays also the post-
soviet environment actively updates its public spaces and renews the 
streetscape. There are some achievements in the last 5-7 years in different 
cities of Latvia as well. Small cities like Ventspils, Kuldiga, Liepaja, Cesis, 
Daugavpils and other places already did a number of street renovations.  
Last year the capital of Latvia – Riga, medium size city, following the 
Sustainable Development Strategy, started the program of renovation of 
public spaces.  

Street Public Space in Riga, Latvia © 
J. Mario Franco 

Ventspils Skate Park, the annual 
host of the major Baltic street 

sports and culture event „Ghetto 
Games Festival“ 

© www.ventspils.lv 
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Sustainable Development Strategy of Riga until 2030 

Conditional Shift in western countries © Marc Geldof

Conditional Shift in post-Soviet countries © Marc Geldof

Key green structure elements in 
urban tissue © LAAB
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Liepaja © klproject.lv, © Arvids Vitalis 

Cesis © Janis Kalve, © Maris Buholcs

 In spite of the aforementioned achievements, urban environments still have to tackle important 
challenges: to develop systematic approach to the street as an ecologically crucial element of cityscape; to 
perceive the street as a social phenomenon first; institutional structures should reflect the social nature of the 
street, but   institutional instruments have to ensure holistic approach to street renewal.
 Street design projects should be consulted by specialists whose knowledge covers different levels of the 
streetscape - physical, emotional, mental, spiritual and social. A humanistic approach to the street renewal will 
contribute to building a tolerant society which helps humanity survive. 
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Kuldiga © Helena Gutmane 

References: Gehl, J. (2011). Life between buildings: using public space. Island Press; Gehl, J. (2013). Cities for 
people. Island press; Gutmane, H., & Schreurs, J. (2015). Recycling the past: the case of the intensive training 
programme in urbanism. Landscape Architecture and Art,7(7), 29-38; Sustainable Development Strategy of 
Riga until 2030. (2014) http://www.rdpad.lv/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/ENG_STRATEGIJA.pdf(accessed 
2016.09.14) 
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Oslo © Norwegian Association of Landscape Architects

Road in Oslo © Norwegian association of landscape architects

NORWEGIAN ASSOCIATION 
OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 

(NLA)

Re-thinking 
Street Use

MR. YNGVAR HEGRENES
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

 Oslo, the fastest growing capital in Europe, addresses a bold 
policy on city development. The city’s centre is growing fastest and the 
growing-pain is obvious.  Where do we find space for new pedestrians 
and how do we plan to serve the growing population with space for 
cultural, commercial and recreational activities.
 Oslo has built up a formidable public transport system that 
consists of metro, tram, Buses and Boats. The City boasts of more than 
30% of the transport-work done by public transport, 30% by walking and 
30% by private car (10% other). The city Government thus decided to 
ban private cars from the city centre by 2019 (the electoral period), and 
to work closely with city stakeholders to improve the quality of city life.
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 This brave initiative is pointing forward towards a more humane city where infrastructure and other 
provisions are built around our human scale, “from eight to eighty”. The human body’s basic abilities (height, 
sight, ability to move, the need for rest, comfort, security)  seen as the measurement for development, rather 
than the radius of curvature to speed car traffic, as has been and still are, the norm in city planning today.
 I congratulate Brussels on its initiative to expand her Car Free Zone to 0,5 sq.km, by pedestrianising 
a busy thoroughfare, Anspachlaan. A delegation led by Vice Mayors for Urban Development and Transport 
visited the City and Region of Brussels in May 2016 to learn from Brussels experiences. 

Brussels Car Free Zone © www.brusselsobserver.wordpress.com

Oslo car free zone © www.oslo.kommune.no
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Oslo © George Rex 
 Other European cities should embark on such initiatives, aiming for an alternative use of public land, 
simply by banning private cars and transforming parking spaces to public use. 

Oslo car free zone vs Brussels car free zone © Norwegian association of landscape architects

 Oslo aims higher than Brussels, boasting the largest car-free area in any European capital by 2019, with 
an area of 1,9 sq.km car-free zone/pedestrian zone. 
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 The processes in urban spaces that require intervention are widely 
known, namely: fragmentation accrued as a result of development, 
accumulation of barriers and lack of continuity at the level of ecological 
and pedestrian communication.
 However, in individual countries, we can observe particular 
phenomena resulting from different circumstances, such as a location, 
history or dependencies. In Poland, a problem that needs re-thinking is 
the social perception of public space and the regulation of the rights of 
its use.
 Despite the common European roots and the parallel development 
until almost 1939, almost half a century of the totalitarian regime changed 
the way of thinking about public space.
Prohibiting the trade and assembly, an attempt to introduce atheist 
society influenced the use and development of the common areas. Public 
space partially lost its function while becoming an abstract space, cut off 
from its genetic feature.
Recovery of freedom does not solve the problem immediately. Similar to 
all problems originating from social issues, it takes time. If the scales are 
once tipped too far towards one party, they need time to become stable 
again. 
 Among the many problems resulting from social life disorders, we 
can mention lack of identification with the place, private appropriation 
of public space as a consequence of poor protection from the invasion 
of powerful development. Today, after 25 years of freedom, an approach 
and treatment of public spaces still require rethinking in terms of 
management and use.
 However, positive changes are noticeable, changes which herald 
a revival of ties, the local identity and involvement in the creation of 
res publica. Transformations take place both within the scale of entire 
cities as in the case of Łódż, Warsaw and Wroclaw and within the scale 
of neighbourhoods. They take the form of comprehensive revitalisation 
programmes as well as micro interventions implemented with the so-
called participatory budgets, which allow reducing and improving the 
space at the request of local inhabitants.
 Rethinking process takes place in the consciousness of the 
community, and it shows as a city landscape. Mentioned by R. Krier 
Res publica, while supplementing res economica, it reflects the widely 
understood standing of the community and its quality and functioning 
manifest themselves in public spaces.The quality and success of future 
development of common space are conditioned upon the strength 
of social ties. Therefore, we can state that the futurescape depends on 
socialscape and constitutes its reflection.
 In today‘s capital driven society, everything is driven by profit, 
whether it’s financial, commercial or political gain. The segment of 
the landscaping, architecture or urbanism, in general, is no exception. 
The structures are made, trees fell down or new ones planted, cities are 
growing in scale, even if the number of inhabitants is decreasing, the 
motivation behind seldom altruistic.

POLISH LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE 
ASSOCIATION (SAK)

Re-thinking 
common space 

in progress

URSZULA FORCZEK-
BRATANIEC
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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 Kulturpark Košice © Slovak Architects Society

SLOVAK ARCHITECTS SOCIETY/
SLOVAK CHAMBER OF 
ARCHITECTS (SAS)

Futurescapes: 
Re-thinking  
Urban 
Landscapes

STEFAN LANCARIC
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

 The trends in creating the contemporary urban landscapes differ 
as well. The good examples of re-thinking the quality and function of the 
place are few; the trending and controversial ones are widely accepted 
by the public, the bad ones, cynical in their greed for unnecessary land 
consumption are plenty.
 The change in thinking and perceiving of right and wrong should 
be systematic. The hope, that planting enough trees will change the word 
/or the country/ is the vain one. The outside world is but the mirror of 
the inner landscape of the society. Sometimes the feeling, we are trying 
to save the people against their will is very real. They are the buyers, 
contractors, users and target group of the state of matters, such as it is. But 
are they content or just not /re/thinking the reality through sufficiently.

 To conclude every single question addressing the real issues or 
people matters and it´s a step in right direction.  To start questioning 
the motivation, priorities, day to day quality of spaces we are living in 
/urban and rural both/, our responsibility in building the futurescapes 
could lead us safely from today towards tomorrow.
To lift the spirit up a little, the pictures show some good example of re-
thinking the old military barracks into the cultural hub of the city Košice, 
offering the place to meet and spend the free time outside and inside of 
the place.
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Eurovea Bratislava © Slovak Architects Society

Castle Garden, Bratislava © Slovak Architects Society
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SLOVENIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
(DKAS)

Green 
Infrastructure 
New 
Challenges for 
Urban 
Landscape 
Planning

URBAN ŠVEGL 
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

Slovenian Association of Landscape Architecture
was established in 1992 and counting less than 100 members. The 
organisational structure of the Association comprises a president, 
a Management Board, an Assembly, a Steering Committee and a 
Professional Court of Arbitration. The Association has played a significant 
role in the processes of adoption of spatial, building, environmental and 
other sectoral legislation in the past, and has actively co-operated with 
similar associations and with the Chamber for Architecture and Spatial 
Planning of Slovenia.  Unfortunately, we are not heard on the current 
changes in spatial and building legislation so we are afraid of worsening 
the situation for the profession of Landscape architect in Slovenia. 

International Conference on Green Infrastructure
The Conference was organised by the Slovenian Association of 
Landscape Architects (SALA) and partners in May 2016. The purpose 
of the Conference was to emphasise the importance of strategic and 
comprehensive planning of green open space and the role of green 
open space for the quality of the living environment and for improving 
the resistance of towns against the climate changes as also their role in 
creating the social, cultural and economic value of the urban environment. 
During the Conference, Slovenian and foreign experiences in the field of 
strategic planning were presented as well as the views on the concepts 
of green infrastructure and ecosystem services that are put forward as a 
common approach in broader European territory. 

The exhibition “Green Infrastructure – New Challenges for Urban 
Landscape Planning” was organised by Slovenian Association of 
Landscape Architects from 16th until 28th of May 2016 in the Ljubljana 
City Hall. The exhibition exposes examples of good practice in the field 
of planning, regulation and maintenance of green infrastructure and 
urban green systems in Slovenia, Serbia and Croatia. The exhibition will 
‘travel’ around, in October 2016 starting in Zagreb.
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International Conference and Exibition © Luka Vidic

International exhibition submission – public space waterfront © SALA
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International exhibition submission – public space waterfront © SALA

Excerpt from the international exhibition submission – public space waterfront © SALA
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 Some would argue that it is the constant change and the 
transformation of space that defines the urban landscapes. Hence, to 
understand the future, it is advisable to know something about the past. 

PAST 
 Kungsträdgården in Stockholm – The Royal Garden – has a 
history that dates back to the 15th century. The kings (and the occasional 
queen) were keen to tend the garden according to their own needs and 
ambitions. However, it was only the chosen few who had access to the 
garden: the royal court and some international dignitaries. The garden 
had guards that rejected the access by the gates.
 The garden was finally open up to the public in the end of 
the 18th century. During the 20th century Kungsträdgården changed 
rapidly. The municipality started to maintain the garden, aiming the 
usage towards the public interests. During the last 100 years, the garden 
has been a public park in central Stockholm and a scene for both large 
public gatherings and festivities as well as places for manifestations and 
demonstrations. 

PRESENT
 This year it was announced that IT-company Apple had bought 
a plot in the garden, planning a new Apple Store. Apple has convinced 
both the politicians and (most of) the public that their store “is the 
solution Stockholm needs to develop and improve the site with better 
public space and an increased availability”. 
 The academy of landscape architecture has initiated a visionary 
work in form of an idea dialogue with the public and the city – 
RETHINK KUNGSAN. We want to explore new possibilities to use the 
site. But we also want to connect with the citizens, making them aware 
what is happening and deliver their view on the topic into the planning 
process. 

FUTURE
 In the conflict between the public and the private, the landscape 
architect will need to work as a balancing force, evaluating the individual 
and the public need from a broad and a long-term perspective. If we 
fail to do so, we risk a future scenario where the urban landscapes are 
planned by and for commercial interests, a space only for the lucky 
few who are welcomed through the gates and where guards reject the 
unwanted. 

SWEDISH ASSOCIATION OF 
ARCHITECTS (SA)

Past, 
Present, 

Future
scapes

JOHAN FOLKESSON
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE
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The Royal Garden, Stockholm © 
from “Landscape and Marine Views 
of Norway and Sweden”, 1890-1900

The Royal Garden, Stockholm © Academy of Landscape 
Architecture’s programme for Rethink Kungsan, 2016

The Royal Garden, Stockholm 
©  Arild Vågen

Re-thinking urban spaces 
© Apple/Foster + Partners and Arild Vågen

The Royal Garden, 
Stockholm © Jan van den 

Aveele, 1700
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New Urban Ecosystems
 © Landscape Institute 

The garden city reborn 
© Landscape Institute

Marketing the Landscape 
© Landscape Institute

Landscape solutions to urban 
issues © Landscape Institute

 Our towns and cities are undergoing extraordinary and increasing 
pressures as we move through c21. Populations are growing, the socio-
economic mix is becoming more divided, cultures are coalescing – and 
clashing, traditional commercial and industrial activities are declining 
while new businesses are evolving, and technology is driving change in 
novel ways and at an unprecedented rate. 
 The Landscape Institute and its members recognize that much 
of the urban fabric is the space between buildings and this provides 
common ground for diverse people and activities. The planning, design 
and management of this are vital to providing an urban environment that 
responds to and meets current and emerging demands. The LI, therefore, 
places a high priority on communicating ways in which the landscape 
is a key element in delivering essential, desirable and inspirational 
services to urban populations. It seeks to get this message out to a broad 
audience, including its members, key decision makers and the public. To 
achieve this, The LI uses publications, digital media, and responses to 
government consultations, press releases and relationships with relevant 
third parties. 

LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE (LI)

Connecting 
Landscapes 

with the 
decision 
makers

IAN PHILLIPS
IFLA EUROPE DELEGATE

 The Pecha Kucha for IFLA Europe is therefore in two parts. The 
first demonstrates the LI’s approach to promoting landscape through 
its communications. The remainder of the presentation demonstrates 
some of the ways in which urban landscapes are being transformed, by 
landscape architects and other associated actors.
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The city as a park – Olympic Park London 2010 – 2015 © Landscape Institute

The city as a destination – Olympic Park London 2012 
© Landscape Institute

The city as a place to live in – Water colour, Redhill – 
the Canal by Studio Engleback © Landscape Institute
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IFLA Europe Students and Young Professionals Competition was created by IFLA 
Europe Communication Group, lead by Laure Aubert. Marina Cervera Alonso, 
Paul Diehl, Oana Baloi, Haris Piplas and Manuel Sánchez Hernández.

The jury of this edition of IFLA Europe Students and Young Professionals 
Competition was formed by Tony Williams, Francesco Lo Piccolo, Divya Bishnoi, 
Henk Vanderkamp, Jago Keen and Simon Bell. 

As approved in the signed application form for each eligible submission, the 
applicant had given IFLA EUROPE the rights to use the documents received as it 
considers most appropriate for its communication objectives.

We appreciate the support of Hunter and Van den Berk Nurseries, Corporate 
Member of our Federation. The objectives that unite both our organisations are 
manifold, surpassing commercial objectives so as to establish more complex, 
longer lasting institutional relations for the benefit of landscape architecture in 
general.
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IFLA Europe Student & Young Professionals Competition gives a chance to 
share projects, ideas and documentation of sites with landscape architecture 
practitioners throughout Europe. The competition aims to help up and coming 
designers to get exposure for their projects and work. Any European landscape 
architect (a student or a professional under the age of 35) can submit their “page” 
to the catalogue. The “page” is the competition entry. 

The competition and the catalogue is divided into three categories:

Conceptual projects
Projects that contain designs for specific sites but as yet are unrealised projects. 
This category may include students projects, competition entries os projects 
which are awaiting construction.

Realised projects
Submissions include photographs, plans and drawings of realised projects, land/
landscape art installations or much-associated landscape architectural work that 
has been created in a specific place or for a specific site.

Ideas
This is a broad category which can include pages with any creative work: written 
descriptions of ideas and especially artwork (drawings, poetry, short essays, a 
scene from films, photography, animations etc.) created by landscape architects 
and in general related to the profession.We appreciate the support of Hunter and 
Van den Berk Nurseries, Corporate Member of our Federation. The objectives that 
unite both our organisations are manifold, surpassing commercial objectives so 
as to establish more complex, longer lasting institutional relations for the benefit 
of landscape architecture in general.

Futurescapes
Re-thinking urban landscapes 

competition
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In April 2016, IFLA Europe organized the third Student & Young Professionals’
competition. Students and young landscape architects were asked to submit 
their best work on the competition theme ‘Futurescapes, Re-thinking Urban 
landscapes’. The brief of the competition was to produce a design-based 
submission which distinguished some of the challenges we must face in the 
future. At the same time look for solutions that with ingenuity and creativity 
raise new ideas on how to re-think the city-of-tomorrow. 
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Tony Williams (Ireland)
Chairman of the Jury/ President of IFLA Europe 

Francesco Lo Piccolo (Italy)
President of AESOP/ Association of European Schools of Planning.

Divya Bishnoi (United Kingdom)
ELASA representative / European Landscape Architecture Student 
Association.

Henk Vanderkamp (Ireland)
President ECTP / European Council of Spatial Planners.

Jago Keen (England)
Chairperson of the Arboricultural Association. 

Simon Bell (Estonia/UK)
President of the ECLAS / European Council of Landscape 
Architecture Schools.

Jury 
Statement
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On the topic of this year’s competition theme ‘Futurescapes – re-thinking the urban 
landscape’ we were impressed and inspired by a range of varied approaches and 
ideas. Some projects were inspired by water treatment, urban living, reclamation 
of derelict land, green infrastructure or flood protection. Others reflected on 
the effects of global warming, geometry, heritage, renewable energy and bird 
rehabilitation, to name a few. It was clear that the idea of ‘Futurescapes’ holds 
many different meanings for individuals and there were varied interpretations of 
what this topic personally means to them.

The urban theme gave a more directed focus on not just natural landscapes but 
urban infrastructure. We noticed therefore that a lot of entries were about the 
redevelopment of our cities. Our changing urban environment and development 
is a crucial current topic to address. As the population swells, urban areas are 
growing rapidly which leads to more concentrated issues.  It is crucial that we, 
as landscape architects, address this as good design and problem-solving can 
dramatically improve living quality. 

General comments
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‘Futurescapes’ brings with it the idea of sustainability. Some entries wanted 
to create sustainability through socially activating spaces for people to bring 
them to life (neighbourhood renovations, revitalising open public spaces etc), 
some preferred to tackle these issues through targeted environmental changes 
(bioremediation, water infrastructure etc) and others through the idea of ‘heritage’ 
where moving to the future involves reference from the past in order to create a 
unique sense of place. We found that a key component in a lot of projects was 
the idea of adaptability/flexibility. We also noticed that there were both projects 
inspired by the topic to design in order to futureproof the landscape and others 
which worked around fixing problems of the past.

The projects ranged from large parks and city developments to small spaces 
with a big impact on local people. It was an exciting reminder of how varied our 
profession can be over a broad range of scales. Besides the differences in topics and 
approaches but also scale, size, level of detail and development made it extremely 
difficult to compare such diverse projects. In particular, with Category C, some 
entries were entirely conceptual ideas at the tip of the iceberg and others gave 
great detail and scientific depth in their theory without developing this enough. 
Overall the jury really valued the entries which managed to find a balance and 
explore conceptually creative ideas, which were backed up with sound technical 
detail and grounding in theory.

The judges thoroughly enjoyed reviewing the projects and appreciate the huge 
effort and work contributed by the students and young professionals involved. 
We hope that you were all as inspired and excited by the work as much as we 
were! 
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Youth competition winners during the award ceremony at the last IFLA EU General Assembly in 
Brussels
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CATEGORY (A) 
    

1st PRIZE
Geometric Nature
Hristo Chilov & Sofia Stoyanova

2nd PRIZE 
Strategic rejuvenation of Klobučarić square, 
Rijeka
Leon Plahuta

3rd PRIZE
Orly, Live across the landscape of network
Atelier Polis. Vincent Poilleux & Martin Drozière

Projects
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1st PRIZE - PROJECTS
Geometric Nature
Hristo Chilov & Sofia Stoyanova
The design is inspired by the abstract work of Piet Mondrian “Composition No.10”. The design is constructed 
to be harmonious through the main form, colours and details of the project. The main aim of the design is to 
incorporate modern sound to the surrounding environment and to design spaces that will bring the community 
of the private estate together. This connection is achieved due to simple geometric rules incorporated into the 
design.
The pergola with the barbeque area is the main communal area in Sofia park Villas private housing estate. The 
pergola is designed with metal frame and timber roof made of horizontal and vertical timber slats. The design 
of the area is modern and airy with a special accent to the sunlight and how it goes through the timber roof 
and reflects in the pergola. In the barbeque area, there is an outdoor oven, seating spaces on the tree of the 
corners of the pergola, decorations designed to lead the human eye and make the space more as an outdoor 
home. The central element of the pergola’s roof is a cut out of a circle which is mirrored on the ground level 
with a big metal planter for herbs and spices which will be maintained from the community of the private 
estate. From the side of the barbeque area, a small path with stepping stones planted with mosses and ferns lead 
you to the recreational zone. The recreational zone is a small pergola inspired by the Zen Japanese Pavilions. 
The minimalistic design of the pergola and the interconnected roof and sides make a visual harmony for the 
human eye and soothe the senses. The open front and back visually make the pergola part of the environment 
and make a stronger connection between the human and nature.
Every element of the design is abstract and minimalistic but still designed to stand out as a part of the private 
estate. The casted shadows from the pergolas are the main feature that visually contributes to the designed 
area. The design of the elements, the use of the spaces, the sense for a high-quality construction, the use of 
natural materials, the palette of fragrances and textures of the planting is the part of the design that makes 
the area usable from the community for all four seasons of the year. This is the place where they will feel 
comfortable, share secrets, celebrate their happy and successful moment, this will be a connection point for the 
whole community of the area - this picture will stay with these people not just as a landscape but as a place that 
fills like home.
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The design is inspired by the abstract work of Piet Mondrian “Composition No.10”. The design is constructed to be 
harmonious through the main form, colours and details at the project. The main aim of the design is to incorporate modern sound to the surrounding environment and to 
design spaces that will bring the community of the private estate together. This connection is achieved due to simple geometric rules incorporated into the design.
The pergola with the barbeque area is the main communal area in Sofia park Villas private housing estate. The pergola is designed with metal frame and timber 
roof made of horizontal and vertical timber slats. The design of the area is modern and airy with a special accent to the sunlight and how it goes though the timber 
roof and reflects in the pergola.  In the barbeque area there is an outdoor oven, seating spaces on tree of the corners of the pergola, decorations designed to 
lead the human eye and make the space more as an outdoor home. The central element of the pergola’s roof is a cut out of a circle which is mirrored on the 
ground level with a big metal planter for herbs and spices which will be maintained from the community of the private estate. From the side of the barbeque area 
a small path with stepping stones planted with mosses and ferns lead you to the recreational zone.  The recreational zone is a small pergola inspired by the 
Zen Japanese Pavilions. The minimalistic design of the pergola and the interconnected roof and sides make a visual harmony for the human eye and soothes 
the senses. The open front and back visually make the pergola part of the environment and make a stronger connection between the human and the nature.
Every element of the design is abstract and minimalistic but still designed to stand out as a part of the private estate. The casted shadows from the pergolas 
are a main feature that visually contributes to the designed area. The design of the elements, the use of the spaces, the sense for a high quality construc-
tion, the use of natural materials, the palette of fragrances and textures of the planting is the part of the design that makes the area usable from the commu-
nity for all four seasons of the year. This is the place where they will feel comfortable, share secret, celebrate their happy and successful moment, this will 
be a connection point for the whole community of the area - this picture will stay with these people not just as a landscape but as a place that fills like home.

geometric
nature

concept by: hristo chilov and 
sofia stoyanova
category: a) site proposal

section AA
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2nd PRIZE - PROJECTS
Strategic rejuvenation of Klobučarić square, Rijeka
Leon Plahuta

THE CORE
Nowadays, the intensive urban sprawl of modern cities generates not only higher buildings and bigger 
infrastructures but also leaves areas behind the development of the city itself. There is a phenomenon 
of an amazing amount of spaces that became leftovers within the rapid development of the urban 
fabric. These leftover spaces come as an outcome of one-way economic demand, urban planning 
failure or social neglection and usually lack financial support and structure sustainability. As a result, 
they are invaded, abandoned or ignored and although have been generated for different reasons, they 
all appear as impossible sites to build public spaces in urban fabrics. Most importantly, these spaces 
are excluded from public life. 

THE EXAMPLE
In Rijeka (Croatia), such a “leftover space“ is located in the city centre and is a result of economic 
failure without a proper planning schedule. 
A former park in the centre of Rijeka was demolished in the mid-90s as a result of a planning decision 
that was supposed to give the citizens a new City library with an underground garage. Because of 
the economic crisis that occurred later and the lack of finances that came with it, as a result, only 
the garage was built. Due to the lack of construction quality, over the years the garage cover became 
unstable and therefore unsafe to bare any additional weight, which is shocking due to the position 
of the square itself (in front of the Elementary school of Nikola Tesla). In the end, although the 
cover was rehabilitated and stabilized, the location for the new City library changed and Klobučarić 
square remained as a constant reminder of a bad plan¬ning strategy and an even worse project 
implementation. 

THE VALUE
Although it has been a vacant concrete surface for more than a decade now, it is interesting to see that 
the society hadn´t given up on it and even though it´s more because of the sentimental value it has 
to the citizens than the opportunities it nowadays provides, they still consider Klobučarić square to 
be “their place”, which only shows that the social demand for it is still present and is growing stronger 
by the minute. A site that is valuable on so many levels should have never been treated the way it was 
because the importance it has exceeds its inevitable historical and spatial uniqueness. It consists in 
the spirit of the place it owns and which is so greatly shown by the resistance of the society towards 
its forgetfulness.

THE AIM
In order to showcase the true potential, this “impossible” site has, all layers crucial for its rejuvenation 
needed to be revealed and thoroughly examined. Diving deep into the site´s past and analyzing the 
square with regards to both its history and current state was the main point of gaining the knowledge 
that was needed in order to build a strategic plan upon the made research. In the end, a site-specific 
“step-by-step” design proposal for the selected trial area was made and assessed in order to give an 
example of a leftover space healing procedure that resulted in giving a sustainable, authentic and 
inclusive urban landscape of Rijeka.
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3rd PRIZE - PROJECTS
Orly, Live across the landscape of network
Atelier Polis. Vincent Poilleux & Martin Drozière

How to live in Orly, a landscape fragmented by different transport infrastructures (air, rail, boat ...)? 
The project is located along the Seine on a rainwater treatment site, still in operation. The project goal 
is to create a park to reconnect the nearby districts while maintaining the function of water storage 
ponds. It also responds to many urban issues by fully integrating the constraints of its environment ( 
flood prevention, reorganization of ponds...). The creation of a qualitative public space allows many 
leisure and shelter spaces for the local wildlife.
A new neighbourhood, on stilts, adapts to the site where the flood risk is high. A network of valleys 
there takes place, allowing water to infiltrate and limiting impermeability of soils.
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Orly, Live across the landscape of networks
A / Site - Atelier Polis

How to live in Orly, a landscape fragmented by 
different transport infrastructures (air, rail, boat 
...)? The project is located along the Seine on a 
rainwater treatment site, still in operation . The 
project goal is to create a park to reconnect the 
nearby districts while maintaining the function 
of water storage ponds. It also responds to 
many urban issues by fully integrating the 
constraints of its environment ( flood preven-
tion , reorganization of ponds... ) . The creation 
of a qualitative public space allows many 
leisure and shelter spaces for the local wildlife.

A new neighborhood, on stilts, adapts to the site 
where the flood risk is high. A network of valleys there 
takes place, allowing water to infiltrate and limiting 
impermeability of soils. 

A unifying project
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1st PRIZE - SITES
Cubious
Vrain Dupont, Claire Dauchy, Mylène Boutelier,  
Anton Leonov, Celia Tesseur & Valerie Frys 

CUBIOUS is a strange two-metre cube, where mushrooms, crickets and flowers are produced in close 
relationship to tickle and astonish
your taste buds. Invite your senses to come and discover this strange and amusing vegetable garden!
The CUBIOUS team stems from an inventive, original and fertile collaboration between students 
from the landscape school of Gembloux and Sint-Lucas Architectuur (KU Leuven).

Cubious is composed of three types of productions:
- A mushroom layer which had a producing and a heating function.
- A layer of edible insects fed from kitchen waste.
- A layer of edible flowers that grows on a compost layer mixed with soil extracted during the 
implementation of the structure.

The project itself was a part of the festival Parkdesign 2014 which was set in the green part of Tour & 
Taxis in Brussels.
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Modules

CUBIOUS
A Curiosity cabinet as a model for a food garden

Cube Cubious

 + CONSTRUCTION

 + Skin + Form

Skin ImplementationStructure

Completed Project

Program:  A curious and 
temporary food graden in 
the festival Parkdesign2014.

Location:  Bruxelles, T&T

Surface:  4 sqm

Duration: 6 months

Team: 
- Anton Leonov
- Celia  Tesseur 
- Claire Dauchy 
- Mylène Boutelier
- Valerie Frys
- Vrain Dupont 

 In a strange two-metre 
cube, mushrooms, crickets and 
fl owers are produced in close 
relationship to tickle and astonish 
your taste buds. Invite your senses 
to come and discover this strange 
and amusing vegetable garden!

 Cubious is composed by 
three types of productions: 
-  A mushroom layer which 
had a producing and a heating 
function. 

 -  A layer of edible insects 
fed from kitchen waste. 
-  A layer of edible fl owers 
that grows on a compost layer 
mixed with soil extracted during 
the implementation of the 
structure.

IFLA EUROPE 
YOUTH COMPETITION
CATEGORY:  B - COMPLETED PROJECTS
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2nd PRIZE - SITES
The Box by the river
Sofia Stoyanova & Hristo Chilov 

After winning the 1st place of the competition ‘Uncommon River’ our project was built for the opening of the 
annual One Architecture Week in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. We wanted to create a shady and cosy atmosphere where 
locals could sit and enjoy the view across the Maritza river, which was the pure intention of the competition 
– to drive attention to the neglected river banks and to regenerate its Southern embankment. Without 
obstructing the natural habitat we encourage people to come and observe the surrounds of this quiet river 
embankment surrounded by peaceful timber slat work casting poetic, latticed shadow. The available budget for 
the construction was very limited therefore we had to be as creative as possible to be able to convey our ideas 
through to the end user. After several returns to space, we were quite pleased to have found out that the pergola 
was actively used and enjoyed by locals creating their new secret spot across the melancholic and forgotten area 
they reside in.
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category: b) realised projects
competition: ‘uncommon river’ 
interventions for One architec-
ture week
designed by: sofia 
stoyanova and hristo chilov
budget: €2000
completion: 2015

After winning 1st place of the competition ‘Uncom-
mon River’ our project was built for the open-
ing of the annual One Architecture Week in 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria. We wanted to create 
a shady and cozy atmosphere where 
locals could sit and enjoy the view 
across the Maritza river, which 
was the pure intention of the 
competition – to drive atten-
tion to the neglected river 
banks and to regenerate 
its Southern embankment. 
Without obstructing 
the natural habitat we 
encourage people to 
come and observe 
the surrounds of this 
quiet river embankment 
surrounded by peaceful 
timber slat work casting 
poetic, latticed shadow. 
Available budget for 
the construction was 
very limited therefore 
we had to be as creative 
as possible to be able to 
convey our ideas through 
to the end user. After several 
returns to the space we were 
quite pleased to have found out 
that the pergola was actively used 
and enjoyed by locals creating their 
new secret spot across the melanchol-
ic and forgotten area they reside in.
Photocredits: Raytcho Dimitrov

THE BOX

site plan
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Vladimir Boc
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Creating a Livable ‘Northern Powerhouse’
Amber Roberts

Ideas
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1st PRIZE - IDEAS
How to live on an island? 
Atelier Polis. Vincent Poilleux & Martin Drozière 

Living on an island is living in unsustainability in comparison to cities linked to a geological base. Our project 
implements rocky artefacts which symbolize the will of man to stay in the lagoon facing whim of natural 
elements.

For one shape different uses: sitting, playground or observation tower. These forms are combined to form a 
protective belt around the island. Underwater this structure stop the waves generated by the passage of boats.
We created a network of public places that highlights visual access to the waterfront. Vast green areas host 
various uses: stealth and rainwater treatment, park, etc. Shared gardens are provided to allow people to grow 
vegetables, fruits and cereals.

The floating neighbourhood has the specificity to be in harmony with the water. Other neighbourhoods are 
made of buildings on stilts. This architectural choice is not related to fear of flooding but rather to the idea of   
creating a common ground floor, conducive to social life.
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Living on an island is living in unsustainability 
in comparison to cities linked to a geological 
base. Our project implements rocky artefacts 
wich symbolize the will of man to stay in the 
lagoon facing whim of natural elements.
For one shape different uses : sitting , 
playground or observation tower.  These forms 
are combined to form a protective belt around 
the island. Underwater this structure stop the 
waves generated by the passage of boats.

We created a networks of public places that 
highlights visual access to the waterfront. 
Vast green areas host various uses : stealth 
and rainwater treatment, park, etc. Shared 
gardens are provided to allow people to grow 
vegetables, fruits  and cereals.

The floating neighborhood have the specificity 
to be in harmony with the water. Other 
neighborhoods are made of buildings on stilts. 
This architectural choice is not related to fear 
of flooding but rather to the idea of   creating a 
common ground floor, conducive to social life.

How to live on an island ?
C / Conceptual project - Atelier Polis

A walkable island Protection against erosion

Collective housing 
on stilts
Rain drop recuperation.
Public ground floor.
Rain drop storage.

Individual floating 
housing
Solar panels cover.
Aquaponic system
The periphery of the cell 
hosts the public path.

Floating protection
Connected blocks created a 
public promenade.
Protection against erosion.

A floating protection

A variety of uses

A sustainable urban settlement

Pedestrian ways Main waterways
Peripheric  floating promenade Waves made by boats
Commercial delivery Floating breakwater
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2nd PRIZE - IDEAS
Bioclimatic Green Cell
Vladimir Boc
The bioclimatic landscape zoning concept is based on the identification and classification of four major types 
of green areas with distinct bioclimatic roles. The placement and sizing of the green areas depend on the 
microclimatic impacts and on the “action radius” of each bioclimatic zone. The covered issues within the 
bioclimatic planting design guidelines refer to vegetation type selection, tree canopy density, leaf area index 
(LAI), habitus of plants, trees height, etc.

Thus, the four types of the bioclimatic areas include: A. Protection Zones (Shelterbelts); B. Mobility Zones 
(Green corridors and platforms); C. Buffer Zones (Green infrastructure which protects the built area); D. 
Complex Zones (The green-blue core has a complex bioclimatic role and serves also as a leisure area). The 
hexagonal shape of the diagram is purely conceptual and serves to highlight the eco-climatic context and the 
possibility to develop bioclimatic green cells networks using this module at different scales. Thus, in the case of 
further project implementations based on this concept, areas and shapes may vary subject to the proportions 
and conditions set forth below.
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Author: Vladimir Boc | Category CBIOCLIMATIC GREEN CELL
A conceptual pattern for sustainable and livable urban ensembles 
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The bioclimatic landscape zoning concept (Fig. 1) proposed for urban 
ensembles located in temperate continental climates is based on the identification 
and classification of four major types of green areas with distinct bioclimatic roles 
(Fig. 2). The placement and sizing of the green areas depend on the microclimatic 
impacts and on the action radius of each bioclimatic zone. 

Thus, the four types of the bioclimatic areas include: A. Protection Zone 
(Shelterbelts); B. Mobility Zone (Green corridors and platforms); C. Buffer Zone 
(Green infrastructure which protects the built area); D. Complex Zone (The 
green-blue core has a complex bioclimatic role and serves also as a leisure area). The 
hexagonal shape of the diagram is purely conceptual and serves to highlight the 
eco-climatic context and the possibility to develop bioclimatic green cells networks 
using this module at different scales (Fig. 3). Thus, in the case of further project 
implementations based on this concept, areas and shapes may vary subject to the 
proportions and conditions set forth below.

The "Bioclimatic Green Cell" concept is based on introducing shelterbelts - The 
Protection Zone (A) - around an urban or peri-urban ensemble to create a 
favourable microclimate by reducing the speed of the prevailing winds, purifying the 
polluted air, increasing air ionization, rising the atmospheric humidity level during 
summer and reducing the urban noise (Fig. 2). The shelterbelts are substantially 
wider in the areas exposed to the prevailing winds. So, three types of shelterbelts 
are proposed: A1 - summer deciduous plantations (on the W-SW side); A2 - winter 
mixed plantations (on the NE-E side) and complementary shelterbelts (A3) 
otherwise. The shaping and sizing of such a green micro-system depends on the 
bioclimatic impact radius of the shelterbelts, which is usually 20 times higher than 
the average height of the planted area. Thus, a 20 m height shelterbelt can provide 
protection against wind and pollution over a distance of about 400 m, which means 
that the optimum area of an urban bioclimatic ensemble cell is about 15-20 ha, 
while the minimum recommended area is about 3-5 ha. 

The Mobility Zone (B), used for parking and accessibility, is planted with 
deciduous trees especially with a high capacity to absorb the direct and indirect 
solar radiation, being characterised by a medium LAI (Leaf Area Index) level, a 
canopy density higher than 50-60% and wide tree canopies. 

The Buffer Zone (C) includes green infrastructure features located close to 
buildings (C3) such as deciduous trees and shrubs on the SW facades (C1) and a high 
percentage of coniferous on the NE sides (C2), green roofs and green walls (lianas) 

The Blue-green core (D), located in the centre of the bioclimatic cell, offers 
a refreshing microclimate and comprises a water feature (D2) for thermoregu-
lation and mixed multi-layered vegetation (D1). It has an important recreation-
al role, providing the best microclimatic conditions within the ensemble. 
Complementary, the bioclimatic cell includes two green ventilation corridors 
situated on the opposite direction of the prevailing winds to ensure the 
exchange of the air, especially in the summer or in foggy winter days and also 
to disperse the strong air currents from NE-E and W-SW.

L.A.I. (Leaf Area Index) 
1 2 3 4 5

Average trees height (m)

50 10 15 20 25 m

Canopy density 

200 40 60 80 100%

Evergreens percentage

2010 30 40 50 60%
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3rd PRIZE - IDEAS
Creating a Livable ‘Northern Powerhouse’
Amber Roberts
The ‘Northern Powerhouse’ is a government-led initiative to address the economic imbalance between the 
North and South of England. We want to humanise the strict economic focus of the ‘Powerhouse’ policy 
by embedding livability and cultural sensitivity into the model for future growth. Culture, landscape and 
infrastructure are fundamental to this approach, cultivating civic empowerment and intergenerational justice 
for future generations.

The degradation of the industrial revolution and its subsequent decline created a lasting cultural image of the 
region, particularly to those that have not witnessed the urban renaissance of northern cities. Yet, while living 
conditions have since improved beyond measure, inconsistencies continue to exist.

A strategy for a livable environment would underpin economic prosperity for all inhabitants by harnessing 
cultural identities, landscape opportunities and supportive infrastructures. This would mean engaging and 
empower communities and create mechanisms that allow people to influence their surroundings, cultivate 
pride and civic responsibility, balancing the proportions of continuity and change in the built environment, 
retrofitting sustainable energy production and avoiding insensitive ‘repackaging’ of history, identity and culture.

The development of the Northern Powerhouse provides the opportunity to create a positive urban environment 
essential to social, environmental and economic sustainability for all inhabitants of the region. By pursuing 
and promoting a livable agenda in the North we can begin to enhance and level out the discrepancies in living 
standards while shifting out-dated perceptions of the region.
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The ‘Northern Powerhouse’ is a government-led initiative 
to address the economic imbalance between the North 
and South of England. We want to humanise the strict 
economic focus of the ‘Powerhouse’ policy by embedding 
livability and cultural sensitivity into the model for 
future growth. Culture, landscape and infrastructure 
are fundamental to this approach cultivating civic 
empowerment and intergenerational justice for future 
generations.

The degradation of the industrial revolution and its 
subsequent decline created a lasting cultural image of 
the region, particularly to those that have not witnessed 
the urban renaissance of northern cities. Yet, while 
living conditions have since improved beyond measure, 
inconsistencies continue to exist.

A strategy for a liveable environment would underpin 
economic prosperity for all inhabitants by harnessing 
cultural identities, landscape opportunities and supportive 
infrastructures. This would mean engaging and empowering 
communities and creating mechanisms that allow people 
to influence their surroundings, cultivating pride and civic 
responsibility, balancing the proportions of continuity and 
change in the built environment, retrofitting sustainable 
energy production and avoiding insensitive ‘repackaging’ of 
history, identity and culture.

The development of the Northern Powerhouse provides 
the opportunity to create a positive urban environment 
essential to social, environmental and economic 
sustainability for all inhabitants of the region. By pursuing 
and promoting a livable agenda in the North we can 
begin to enhance and level out the discrepancies in living 
standards while shifting out-dated perceptions of the 
region.

Creat ing a  L ivable ‘Northern Powerhouse ’

H u m a n i s i n g  t h e  E c o n o m i c  G ro w t h  A g e n d a  f o r  N o r t h e r n  E n g l a n d

Amber Roberts

Conceptual Project /Ideas

Culture + Landscape + Infrastructure

Industrial Heritage     +   Urban Rivers =       

Industrial Infras     +      Disused Spaces    =

A strategy for a liveable environment 
would underpin economic prosperity 
for all inhabitants by harnessing cultural 
identities, landscape opportunities and 
supportive infrastructures

+

+

+ =

=

=

Civic Pride  + Urban Inheritance =   Cultivating ‘Civic 
Husbandry’ 

Reharnessing water  
powered energy 

 Establishing Urban 
Commonlands
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PEOPLE CHOICE’S 

PRIZE
Alight Stop
Ezgi Umut Türkoğlu & Sena Özdemir
Determined by the highest number of “likes” on our Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/IFLAEurope/

Award



77

PEOPLE CHOICE’S AWARD
Alight Stop
Ezgi Umut Türkoğlu & Sena Özdemir 

Istanbul is an important area for lots of bird species. Especially some species which are in danger of 
extinction and migratory goes by Bosphorus. But there are lots of projects will be built in İstanbul’s 
future. (you can see lots of them from this site: http://megaprojeleristanbul.com/ )

So the untouched areas will be the house for this species. On the other hand actually, there are lots 
of people who love birds and interested in watching them. On a tour to go by a steamer you can see 
lots of people are feeding birds and watching them. So the seaside is safe and ready to find a food side 
for birds.Today there is a breakwater, which is in Haydarpaşa. It is not connected with the coast, and 
it is a new home for some species.They are habiting on a breakwater, and it is like a new small island 
which is artificial but last year some people want to use breakwater as an advertising area.And birds 
were disturbed. There are lots of cormorant eggs and baby cormorants today.

This project aims to design(rehabilitate) that infrastructure (breakwater) again as an artificial island. 
We connected with some biologists and learnt how they live and use the area. And also we searched 
lots of things from http://ikgt.blogspot.com.tr/. Designing for birds future has different rules from 
humans. 



AA section BB section

This part is designed as limited access for the
 birdwatchers and biologists.The professors
    can visit the breakwater for a limited time

This part is only for birds and it is not
accessible for the people for not dis-
         turb them

Elevation

5 years later: Breakwater turns into an artificial island, with new 
plantings and the lights

2 years later: The rehabilitation will be over, birds will get used 
to new things.

1 years later: The rehabilitation process. Birds and plantings will 
try to get used to the new design

Today: Birds are living on the breakwater in bad situation.



 For the first time in history, more than half the population of the planet lives in cities, which are now 
bigger than ever. These settlements are presenting unprecedented challenges to society and disrupting our 
relationship with the natural environment.

Understanding cities as landscapes will provide for opportunities linking the past, the present and the future in 
order to achieve social justice, sense of place, economic health and ecological integrity.

The undersigned, as representatives of the 34 National Associations of the European Region of the International 
Federation of Landscape Architects, having considered Urban Landscapes at our General Assembly in Brussels 
2016, and wanting thus to contribute to the III UN Habitat Conference and the Urban Agenda, make the 
following statement:

WE BELIEVE
Urban landscapes are dynamic,
places where people express their will to live together, inspiring social and economic transformations.

Urban landscapes are alive,  
organic systems which rely on nature and its processes to create healthy environments.

Understanding the need for holistic planning, as cities are at the centre of economic growth and innovation, 
generating most of the continent’s prosperity, but their diversity and complexity makes them particularly 
vulnerable to social and environmental problems.

Realising that social cohesion was traditionally ensured by the tight integration that existed between individuals 
as well as a sense of belonging to the place they inhabited. Relentless urbanisation has created an urban society 
with changing lifestyles that increase identity problems and social alienation.

Recognising that continuous urbanisation is causing worldwide problems such as the deterioration of 
ecological systems due to urban pressures, conventional major infrastructure and agricultural intensification, 
while neglecting rural landscapes. This leads to threats to public health which, exacerbated by climate change, 
will adversely affect urban communities. 

Acknowledging that economic growth models have had a tremendous impact on cities. They have become 
ravaged by poverty, lack of employment, precarious housing, social conflict and violence. These problems are 
very likely to intensify with the unrelenting migration of people to cities, and the continued liberalisation of 
global markets.

Rethinking urban landscape resolution

IFLA EUROPE YEARBOOK 2016
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Rethinking urban landscapes

WE URGE

 The Council of Europe, the European Union and all participants to the III UN Habitat Conference to 
give great weight to landscape in their decisions, using a holistic vision favouring ecological integrity, economic 
development, and social justice across political and other borders, thus
 
 Promoting an understanding of urban landscapes, which encompasses site and location, embodying 
and concentrating many natural and cultural elements and processes within which are the result of an 
accumulative and organic process, often also planned and designed, in which habits and traditions have woven 
a landscape pattern singular and characteristic to each city. 
 
 Ensuring that a well-informed landscape approach is fully integrated into urban planning, design and 
management. Understanding the city as a landscape will help to manage a system of perpetual change, resulting 
from living processes. 
 Using the metabolism of urban landscapes, its flows of energy, air, water, materials, food and biodiversity, 
thus creating urban infrastructures that provide for a sustainable and healthy environment.
 Committing to establish mechanisms and tools that integrate all stakeholders in democratic governance, 
which considers the citizen as its main focus and recipient, aware that urban policies rely on setting up strategies 
of social transformation.   
 Advocating cities as pioneers for innovative solutions regarding resource efficiency, land use and 
environmental sustainability, making effective use of natural capital to deliver ecosystem services.  This will 
have direct impact on human life, health and biodiversity, especially in a scenario of climatic change, in order 
to shape the cities of the future, creating new interpretations for sustainable healthy living spaces.
 Assisting developing countries, as in the next decades more than three quarters of the planet will be 
urban, and therefore living through even greater challenges.

Following other international and European texts on the matter such as:

• The Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements, 1st UN-Habitat Conference. Vancouver (1976).
• Recommendation concerning the Safeguarding and Contemporary role of Historic Areas, ICOMOS. 

Nairobi (1976).
• Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements,  2nd UN-Habitat Conference. Istanbul (1996).
• The European Landscape Convention, Council of Europe. Florence (2000).
• World Urban Campaign, UN-Habitat (2009). 
• Territorial Agenda 2020, European Union (2011). 
• Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape, UNESCO (2011).
• Environment Action Programme 2020, European Union (2013). 
• The City we need 2.0, Urban Thinkers Campus, UN-Habitat, (2015-16).
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 This collection of examples from different European countries 
aims to promote landscape architecture as a dynamic field of practice, 
crucial for maintaining a certain balance in a fast urbanising world and 
focusing on the people.
Re-thinking urban spaces are very well embodied in the thrive of landscape 
architecture in contributing to an improved urban livelihood, aligning 
with sustainable development plans but also as a tool for improved life 
quality, increased economic opportunities and public realm. Landscape 
architects’ efforts in this direction are steadily positioning landscape 
architecture vital in developing relevant strategies, plans and designs in 
cities.
 
With a struggle of increasing the beneficial contribution of landscape 
architects to the urban environment, there is a parallel effort to develop 
guidance at the policy level, which will help cities commit to a certain 
environmental responsibility, thus involving landscape architects in the 
city development. 
 
Urban spaces that are not functioning at optimal capacity are one area 
that landscape architecture promotes itself as crucial for everyday 
landscapes of city dwellers. On one hand the necessity of recognition of 
designed public spaces and urban green areas in achieving sustainable 
development targets specifically the expertise of the landscape architect. 
On the other hand, the necessity of legal framework has been signalled 
as a treat of involving landscape architects in planning teams, therefore 
many cases of urban densification jeopardise the already insufficient 
urban green.
 
The concept or Re-thinking urban spaces focus on the importance of 
landscape architecture practice to continuously innovate and incrementally 
deliver quality spaces, therefore the participatory approaches are the key 
in aligning the needs and desires of the beneficiaries, communities of 
users or owners with the creativity of the landscape architect. The new 
paradigm under which most of the cities re-think the urban spaces is 
very much inspired by smart cities concepts. A smart city makes use 
of the materials available under the creative guidance of the landscape 
architect, with a strong focus on functionality, aesthetical experience and 
sustainability aspects, such as decreasing the level of urban greenhouse 
gas emissions or enhancing the urban green thus the absorption capacity 
of emissions. 
The main aspects of the landscape architecture’s contribution to re-
thinking urban spaces according to the current practice in Europe are 
the use of participatory approaches, development and publication of 
normative work for decision makers, contribution to development and 
implementation of policies that contribute to increased quality of life.
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This 2016 edition of the IFLA Europe Yearbook was edited and 
printed on August 2018 in England.
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